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MiSTORICAL, 

^DiCAL 


TO  THE  MOST  NOBLE 


HUGH, 

DUKE  AND  EARL  OF 

NORTHUMBERLAND; 
EARL  PER  C  Y; 

BARON  WARKWQRTH  OF 
WARKWORTH  CASTLE; 

LORD  LIEUTENANT  AND  CUSTOS  RO- 
TULORUM  OF  THE  COUNTIES  O F  MIDDLE¬ 
SEX  AND  NORTHUMBERLAND,  OF  THE 
CITYAND  LIBERTY  OF  WESTMINSTER, 
AND  OF  THE  TOWN  AND  COUNTY  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  NEWC  ASTLE  UPON  TYNE; 
VICE  ADMIRAL  OFALL  AMERICA,  AND 
OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  NOR  1  HUMBER- 
LAND;  ONE  OF  THE  LORDS  OK  H  IS  MA¬ 
JESTY’S  MOST  HONORABLE  PRIVYCOUN- 
CIL;  KNIGHT  OFTHEMOST  NOBLEO  R- 
DER  OF  THE  GARTER  ;  AND  FELLOW  OF 
THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY, 

MY  LORD, 

IT  is  with  equal  deference  and 
pleafure  that  I  fubrait  the  follow¬ 
ing  performance  to  your  Grace’s  pe- 

rufal  ; 


DEDICATION. 

rufal  ;  being  perfuaded  you  will  not 

think  it  altogether  unworthy  of  your 
notice  from  the  important,  but  un¬ 
common  fubjedt  it  treats  upon.  Nei¬ 
ther  do  I  apprehend  you  will  think 
my  inducement  to  this  work  an  un¬ 
becoming  one,  when  I  tell  your 
Grace  my  intention  was  to  refcue  the 
originally  untainted  manners,  and  re¬ 
ligious  worfhip  of  a  very  ancient 
people  from  grofs  mifreprefentation. 

I  thought  it  mod:  unluft  that  the 
wifdom  and  tenets  of  Bramah  and 
the  ancient  Bramins  fhould  be  longer 
difgraced  by  the  ftrange  innovations 
and  practices  of  their  modern  bre¬ 
thren  ;  for  from  thefe  unworthy 
fucceffors  alone  have  been  diilemi-. 
nated  the  general  accounts  which  we 
are  hitherto  made  acquainted  with  of 
the  theology  of  thefe  people. 


Hence 
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Hence  it  is  that  although  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  Eaftern  fages  has  been 
proverbially  famous,  yet  we  find  them 
reprefented  to  us,  in  moft  relations, 
as  a  race,  from  the  beginning,  equally 
credulous  and  ignorant.  From  fuch 
imputations  I  have  endeavoured  to 
vindicate  them ;  not  by  labored  apo¬ 
logies,  but  by  a  fimple  dilplay  of 
their  primitive  theology,  which  I 
would  willingly  hope  cannot  but  be 
acceptable  to  the  public,  in  fo  in- 
quifitive  and  learned  an  age  as  this. 

Whatever  fmall  degree  of  appro¬ 
bation  my  imperfedi  labors  may  ob¬ 
tain  from  the  world,  I  fed  a  fibred  it 
will  applaud  my  choice  of  a  patron 
on  whofe  judgement  and  candor  I 
can  fecurely  rely  ;  as  being  a  perfon- 
age  whofe  exalted  titles  are  rendered 

more 
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more  refplendent  by  the  amiable  vir¬ 
tues  and  qualities  that  adorn  them — 
Virtues !  which  have  endeared  him 
alike  to  prince  and  people. 

I  have  the  honor  to  fublcribe 
myfelf, 

My  Lord  Duke, 

f  ‘  '  \  / 

Your  Grace’s  mod  obedient 
and  mod:  humble  fervan£} 


Beenbam  HouCe,  Berks* 
Nov.  ift,  1766. 


J.  Z.  IIOLWELL. 
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The  Binder  is  defired  to  place  this  before  Page  i, 
of  the  fecond  part  of  Interesting  Historical 
Events. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

The  Religious  "Tenets  of  the  Gentoos ,  followers 
of  the  Shajlah  of  Bramah . 


INTRODUCTION. 


E  have  already  premifed,  that  in  the 


vv  profecution  of  this  our  fourth  gene¬ 
ral  head,  we  fhould  touch  only  on  the  ori¬ 
ginal  principal  tenets  of  thefe  antient  people 
the  Gentoos ;  for  were  we  to  penetrate  into, 
and  difcufs  the  whole  of  their  modern  cere¬ 
monials,  and  complicated  modes  of  worfhip ; 
our  labor  would  be  without  end  :  thefe  are 
as  diffufe,  as  the  ancient  fundamental  tenets 
of  Bramah  are  fhort,  pure,  fimple  and  uni¬ 
form;  in  this  predicament  the  Gentoos  are 
not  Angular,  as  the  original  text  of  every 
theological  fyftem,  has,  we  prefume,  from  a 
fimilar  caufe,  unhappily  undergone  the  fame 
fate;  though  at  firft  promulged  as  a  divine 
jnftitution. 
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We  (hall  not  fay  much  regarding  the  an¬ 
tiquity  of  thefe  people ;  nor  fliall  we  amufe 
ourfelves  with  the  reveries  of  chronologers 
and  hiftorians ;  who  have  labored  to  fix  with 
precifion  (though  not  two  of  them  agree  in 
opinion)  the  various  migrations  after  the 
flood :  it  fliall  fuffice  for  our  purpofe,  that 
by  their  own  (hewing,  Indojian  was  as 
early  peopled,  as  moft  other  parts  of  the 
known  world. 

The  firft  invaders  of  this  empire,  found 
the  inhabitants  a  potent,  opulent,  civilized, 
wife,  and  learned  people  ;  united  under  one 
head,  and  one  uniform  profeffion  of  divine 
worfhip  ;  by  the  fundamental  principles  of 
which,  they  were  precluded  communication, 
and  focial  converfe,  with  the  reft  of  mankind  ; 
and  thefe  invafions  firft  made  them  a  warlike 
people  aifo„ 

Alexander  the  Great,  invaded  them  in 
later  times,  and  found  them  in  the  fame 
ftate ;  and  though  it  fhouid  feem,  from 
Arrians  and  Quintus  Gurtiuss  hiftoryof  that 
Prince’s  expeditions,  that  the  different  prin¬ 
cipalities  he  conquered,  were  independant 
kingdoms,  and  governed  by  independant 
Kings  and  Princes  5  yet  the  Gentoo  records  of 
Bindoobund  and  Bananas  (hew,  that  at  that 
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period,  and  much  later,  all  the  principalities  of 
this  empire,  were  in  fubjedion  to,  and  owned 
allegiance  to  one  head,  ftiled  the  Mhaahah 
Rajah  of  Indojlan ;  a  Prince  of  the  Succadit 
family,  faid  to  be  lineally  defcended  from 
their  great  Prince  and  Legiflator  Bramah ; 
and  that  it  was  not  until  after  the  extinction 
of  this  facred  family  (as  the  Gentoos  call  it) 
that  the  Rajahs  affumed  an  independency. 

But  it  did  not  fufficiently  footh  the  vanity 
of  Alexander ,  nor  that  of  his  hiftorians,  to 
record  his  conquefts  of  a  few  petty  Rajahs 
and  Governors  of  provinces ;  and  though 
we  do  not  conteft  the  fad  of  that  invafion, 
yet  we  think  ourfelvesjuftified  in  concluding 
the  greateft  part  of  its  hiftory  is  fabulous ; 
yet,  that  it  claims  greater  credit  and  belief, 
than  thofe  of  Bacchus  and  Sefojlris :  the 
Greek  and  Latin  conftrudion  and  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  names,  and  places,  of  the  Princes 
and  kingdoms  of  Indojlan^  faid  by  Alexanders 
hiftorians  to  be  conquered  by  him ;  bear  not 
the  leaft  analogy  or  idiom  of  the  Gentoo 
language,  either  ancient  or  modern  ;  as  any 
one  the  leaft  converfant  in  it  can  teftify  ; 
and  although  the  ground  work  of  their  hif¬ 
tory  was  founded  on  fad,  yet  the  fuperftruc- 
ture  carries  ftrongly  the  femblance  of  in¬ 
vention  and  romance  :  And  he  who  is  ac- 

B  2  quainted 
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quainted  with  this  empire,  and  can  give  fall 
credit  to  thofe  legends,  may  upon  as  juft 
a  foundation  believe  Alexander  to  have  been 
the  fon  of  'Jupiter  Ammon ;  or,  with 
Curtius ,  that  the  Ganges  opened  into  the 
•  Rea  fea» 

The  annals  of  the  Genfoos,  give  teftimony 
of  Alexander  §  invafion  ;  where  he  is  record¬ 
ed  under  the  epithets,,  of  Mbaahah  Duk- 
koyi ,  e  Kooneab ,  a  moil;  mighty  robber  and 
murderer ;  but  they  make  not  any  mention 
of  a  Porus ,  nor  of  any  name  that  has  the 
final  left  allufion  or  likenefs  to  it ;  and  yet 
the  action  between  Alexander  and  this  ima¬ 
ginary  King  Porus ,  has  been  pompoufly  ex¬ 
hibited  by  the  hiftorians  of  the  former,  and 
has  happily  afforded  fubjedt  matter  for  re« 
prefentations,  that  do  the  high  eft  honour  to 
the  art  and  genius  of  man. 

The  liberty  we  have  taken  with  thefe  fo 
long  celebrated  hiftorians,  may  feem  to  our 
readers  to  be  foreign  to  our  fubjedt,  but  in 
the  end  we  hope  it  will  appear  otherwife  ; 
when  they  find  that  thefe  authors  have 
(either  from  their  own  fertile  inventions,  or 
from  misinformation,  or  rather  from  want 
of  a  competent  knowledge  in  the  language 
of  the  nation)  mif- represented,  or  to  fpeak 

more 
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more  favorably,  mif-conceived  their  religious 
tenets  as  much  as  they  have  the  genius  and 
ftate  of  their  government. 

The  fpace  of  time  employed  in  Alexan¬ 
ders  expedition  in  this  empire,  did  not  afford 
a  poffibilitv  of  acquiring  any  adequate  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  language  in  itfelf  fo  highly  difficult 
to  attain  in  the  fmalleft  degree  of  perfection, 
even  from  many  years  refidence  and  intimate 
converfe  with  the  natives  \  can  it  be  poffi- 
bly  believed  then,  that  any  of  Alexander  s 
followers  could  in  this  fhort  fpace  acquire 
fuch  perfection  in  the  Gentoo  language  as 
could  enable  them  juftly  to  tranfmk  down 
the  religious  fyflem  of  a  nation,  with  whom 
they  can  fcarcely  be  laid  to  have  had  any 
communication  ? 

i 

Touching  the  antiquity  of  the  fcriptures, 
we  are  treating  of,  we  have  much  more  to 
fay,  in  fupport  of  our  conjecture  and  belief, 
that  the  Shaflah  of  Bramah ,  is  as  ancient,  at 
leaft,  as  any  written  body  of  divinity  that 
was  ever  produced  to  the  world.  But  it  is 
previoully  neceffary,  that  we  explain  the  word 
Bramah ,  which  has  been  varioufly  wrote, 
and  indifcriminately  applied  by  many  authors, 
and  particularly  by  Baldens ,  who  confounds 
JBirmah  and  Bramah  as  being  the  fame  per- 

B  3  fon, 


fon,  though  nothing  in  nature  can  be  more 
different.  This  could  proceed  only,  from 
the  fpecific  meaning  and  origin  of  thofe 
words  not  being  clearly  underftood;  and 
this  we  conceive  has  led  many  other  writers 
into  the  fame  error:  our  prefent  difquifition 
therefore  calls,  not  only  for  the  explanation 
of  thefe  words,  but  alio  of  the  other  two 
fuppofed  primary  created  beings  Biftnoo , 
and  Sieb.  For  unlefs  thefe  three  perfons 
Pinnahy  Biftnoo,  and  Sieb ,  are  diitinclly 
comprehended,  and  held  in  remembrance, 
a  confiderable  portion  of  the  allegorical  part 
of  the  S  baft  ah  of  Bramah ,  will  appear  ut¬ 
terly  unintelligible. 

Different  authors  ftile  him,  Bruma ,  Bram - 
raa,  Burma ,  Brumma ,  Birmab,  Bramah  $ 
and  although  they  write  him  thus  variously, 
they  are  unanimous  in  thinking  him  the 
fame  perfon,  and  give  him  the  fame  attributes,, 
They  are  all,  it  is  true,  derivatives  from  the 
fame  root,  Brum ,  or  Bram  (for  thefe  are 
fynonimous  in  the  Shaftah)  but  none  of  all 
the  above  appellatives  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Shaftah ,  but  Birmah  and  Bramah.  They 
are  all  compounded  of  brnim  or  bram ,  a 
fpirity  or  eftence ,  and  mah%  mighty  brum , 
in  an  abfolute  and  Ample  fenfe  fignifies  the 
Spirit  or  ejfence  of  God ,  and  is  but  upon  one 
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occafion  mentioned  as  a  perfon,  and  that  is 
when  brum  is  reprefented  with  the  habili¬ 
ments  and  four  arms  of  Birmah ,  floating  on 
a  leaf,  upon  the  face  of  a  troubled  chaos, 
immediately  preceding  the  a£t  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  the  univerfe. — Birmah  is  underftood 
in  an  abfolute  perfonal  fenfe,  and  in  a  figu¬ 
rative  one ;  in  the  former  as  the  firft  of  the 
three  primary  created  angelic  beings — in  this 
fenfe  the  word  fignifies  litterally  the  mighty 
fecond .  For  though  Birmah  is  the  firft  of 
the  three  prime  beings,  he  is  ftiled  fecond  in 
power  to  God  only,  and  fometimes  in  the 
Shafah  has  the  name  of  Birmah  ah,  the  mo  ft 
mighty  fecond — —In  the  figurative  (enie  the 
word  Birmah  means  creation,  created,  and 
fometimes  creator,  and  reprefents  what  the 
Bramins  call,  the  firft  great  attribute  of 
God,  his  power  of  creation . 

Brnmah  is  the  title  folely  appropriated  to 
the  Promulger  of  the  Shafah ,  and  implies 
the  fpirituality  and  divinity  of  his  million 
and  doctrines ;  hence  it  is,  that  his  fucceffors 
affurned  the  name  of  Bramins ,  fuppofing 
themfelves  to  inherit  the  fame  divine  fpirit. 

As  the  word  Birmah ,  is  ufed  in  a  perfo¬ 
rm!,  and  figurative  fenfe,  fo  is  Bifnoo  and 
Sieby  perfonally,  as  being  the  fecond  and 
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third  of  the  firfl:  created  angelic  beings,  who 
had  pre-eminence  in  heaven,  the  word 
BiftmOy  laterally  iignifies  a  cherijher ,  a  pre - 
ferver ,  a  comforter ;  and  a  de fir  oyer , 

an  Avenger ,  a  mutilator ,  a  pun? freer  ;  and 
thefe  three  oerfons,  when  figuratively  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  Shafab  (as.  they  frequently  are) 
reprefents  what  the  Bramins  cal!  the  three 
firfl  and  great  attributes  of  God,  .his  power 
/0  create ,  his  power  to  preferve,  and  his 
power  change  or  dejiroy .  And  we  fhall 
lee  that  in  the  diftribution  of  the  almighty’s 
commands  to  thefe  primary  perfons,  talks 
are  a  Signed  to  each,  of  a  very  different  na¬ 
ture  ;  to  Birmah ,  works  of  power,  govern¬ 
ment  and  glory;  to  Bifnoo ,  works  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  benevolence  ;  and  to  Sieb>  works 
of  terror,  feverity  and  deftruCtion.  This 
lafl  mentioned  perfon  is  the  objeCt  of  great 
difmay  and  terror  to  the  Gentoos ,  but  mo¬ 
dern  expounders  of  Bramatis  Shafab  have 
foftened  the  rigor  of  his  character  by  giving 
him  names  and  attributes  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  nature  from  that  of  Sjeb.  They  call 
him  Moifoor  (a  contraction  of  Mahahfoor 9 
the  moll  mighty  defiroyer  cf  evil)  and  under 
this  faothing  title  he  is  worfhipped,  not  as 
Sieb  the  deftroyer,  but  as  the  defroyer  of 
evil .  The  other  epithet  they  have  given  to 
him  is  Moideb ,  (a  contraction  of  Mahahdeb - 
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tab,  the  mod  mighty  angel)  in  this  fen fe 
he  is  worfhipped  as  the  averter  of  evil, 
and  under  this  character  he  has  the  moil 
altars  ereded  to  him. 

This  neceffary  interpretation  and  expla¬ 
nation  premifed,  we  proceed  to  the  Shaft  ah 
itfelf  and  fhali  faithfully  give  a  detail  of  the 
origin  of  this  book  ;  and  the  feveral  inno¬ 
vations  and  changes  it  has  buffered  :  a  detail 
—which  although  known  by  all  the  learned 
amongft  the  Bramins ,  is  yet  confeffed  but 
by  a  few,  and  thofe  only,  whofe  purity  of 
principle  and  manners,  and  zeal  for  the  pri¬ 
mitive  dodrines  of  Bramah' s  Shajlah,  fets 
them  above  difguifing  the  truth  ;  from  many 
of  thefe,  we  have  had  the  following  recital. 

u  That,  when  part  of  the  angelic  bands 
sc  rebelled,  and  were  driven  from  the  face 
of  God,  and  expelled  from  the  heavenly 
regions ;  God  doomed  them  in  his  wrath, 
“  to  eternal  punifhment  and  banifhment; 
but,  that  by  the  intercefiion  of  the  faith— 
ful  remaining  bands,  he  was  at  length  in- 
dined  to  mercy,  and  to  foften  the  rigor 
cc  of  their  fentence,  by  inftituting  a  courfe 
only,  of  punifhment,  purgation,  and  pu- 
•c  rification;  through  which,  by  due  fub- 
■ c  million,  they  might  work  out  a  reiteration 

“  to 


(  1°  ) 

€c  to  the  feats  they  had  loft  by  their  difobe- 
e‘  dience. 

€e  That  God  in  full  aflembly  of  the  faith- 
cc  ful  bands  fpecified  their  courfe  of  punifh- 
ic  ment,  purgation  and  purification  ;  regif- 
<c  tered,  and  declared  his  decree,  immutable, 
€e  and  irrevocable ;  and  commanded  Birmah , 
<c  to  defcend  to  the  banifhed  delinquents 
<c  and  fignify  unto  them  the  niercy  and  de- 
<c  termination  of  their  creator. 

cc  That  Birmah  fulfilled  God's  command, 
€C  defcended  to  the  delinquent  angels,  and 
sc  made  known  unto  them  the  mercy,  and 
t€  immutable  fentence,  that  God  their  creator 
6t  had  pronouncqdandregiftered  againft  them. 

cc  That  the  great  and  unexpected  mercy 
€C  of  God,  at  firft  made  a  deep  impreffion 

upon  all  the  delinquents,  except  on  the 
tc  leaders  of  their  rebellion  ^  thefe  in  procefs 
€C  of  time,  regained  their  influence,  and 
<c  confirmed  moft  of  the  delinquents  in  their 
“  difobedience,  and  thereby  the  merciful 
cc  intentions  of  their  creator,  became  in  a 
u  great  mea/ure  fruftrated. 

“  That  about  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
u  fent  age  (i.  e.  4866  years  ago)  the  three 
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€C  primary  created  beings  and  the  reft  of  the 
ce  faithful  angelic  hoft,  feeling  the  deepeft 
fj  angulfhfor  the  exalted  wickednefs  of  their 

o 

“  delinquent  brethren,  concluded  it  could 
“  only  proceed,  from  their  having  by  time, 
“  forgot  the  terms  of  their  falvation ;  which 
cc  had  been  only  verbally  delivered  to  them 
<c  by  Birmah  :  they  therefore  petitioned  the 
tc  Almighty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
u  fuffer  his  fentence,  and  the  conditions  of 
*£  their  reftoration,  to  be  digefted  into  a  body 
of  written  laws  for  their  guidance;  and 
iC  that  fome  of  the  angelic  beings,  might 
have  permiffion  to,  defcend  to  the  delin- 
*c  quents,  to  promulge  and  preach  this  writ- 
cc  ten  body  of  laws  unto  them,  that  they 
might  thereby  be  left  without  excufe,  or 
the  plea  of  ignorance,  for  their  conti- 
nuance  in  difobedience. 

“  That  God  affented,  to  the  petitions  of 
et  the  angelic  bands ;  when  they,  one  and 
all,  offered  to  undertake  this  million,  but 
“  God  feledted  from  amongft  them  thofe 
<c  whom  he  deemed  moft  proper  for  this 
“  work  of  falvation ;  who  were  appointed 
€C  to  defcend  to  the  different  regions  of  the 
“  habitable  univerfe.  That  a  being  from 
“  the  firft  rank  of  angels  was  deftined  for 
u  the  eaftern  part  of  this  globe,  whom 

“  God 


/ 
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u  God  dignified  with  the  name  of  Bramah , 
in  allufion  to  the  divinity  of  the  dodtrine 
se  and  miffion  he  had  in  charge. 

t£  That  Birmah  by  the  command  of  God 
di&ated  to  Bramah  and  the  other  deputed 
<c  angels,  the  terms  and  conditions,  which 
had  been  primarily  delivered  to  the  de- 
€6  linquents,  by  the  mouth  of  Birmah ; 
lc  that  Bramah  received,  and  entered  the  laws 
of  God  in  Dektah  Nagur ,  (literally,  the 
u  language  of  angels)  and  that  when  Bra- 
mah  defcended  at  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  age,  and  affumed  the  human  form 
and  government  of  In  doji  an,  he  mandated 
c*  them  into  the  Sanfcrzt ,  a  language  then 
*c  univerfally  known  throughout  Indojlan  ; 
<£  and  called  the  body  of  laws  the  Chatah 
*c  Bhade  *  Shajlah  of  Bramah  (literally,  the 
“  four  fcriptures  of  divine  words  of  the 
mighty  fpirit)  which  he  promulged,  and 
preached  to  the  delinquents,  as  the  only 
u  terms  of  their  falvation  and  reftoration. 

That  for  the  fpace  of  a  thoufand  years, 
€C  the  dodtrines  of  the  Chatah  Bhade ,  were 
cc  preached  and  propagated,  without  varia- 
«c  tion  or  innovation ;  and  many  of  the 
<c  delinquents  benefited  from  them  and  were 

*  A  written  book. 


c*  faved  5 
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u  fa  veil :  but  that  about  the  clofe  of  this 
“  period,  fome  Gofeyns  *  and  Battezaaz 
sc  Bramins,  combining  together,  wrote  a 
“  paraphrafe  on  the  Chat  ah  Shade,  which 
<£  they  called  the  Chaiah  J  Bhade  of  Bra - 
cC  mah  j],  or  the  ftx  fcriptures  of  the  mighty 
<c  fpirit'y  in  this  work  the  original  text  of 
€t  Bramah's,  Chat  ah  Bhade  was  flill  pre~ 
ferved. — About  this  period  slfo  it  was, 
that  the  Gofeyns  and  Battezaaz  Bramins , 
<c  began  to  appropriate  to  themfelves  the  ufe 
sc  of  the  Sanfcrit  character,  and  inftituted  in 
£t  the  place  of  it  the  common  Indofian  cha- 
sc  radter  in  ufe  at  this  day  :  it  was  now  alfo 
u  that  they  fir  ft  began  to  veil  in  myfteries^ 
ct  the  fimple  dodtrines  of  Bramah . 

cC  That  about  five  hundred  years  later, 
u  that  is,  fifteen  hundred  years  from  the  firft 
“  promulgation  of  Bramah's  Shaft  ah ;  the 
*f  Gofeyns ,  and  Battezaaz  Bramins ,  pub- 
“  lifhed  a  fecond  expofition,  or  commentary 
ig  on  the  Chat  ah  Bhade ;  which  dwelled 
€C  the  Gentoo  fcriptures  to  eighteen  books : 
“  thefe  the  commentators  entitled  the  Augh- 
*£  torrah  Bhade  Shaft  ah ,  or  the  eighteen  books 

*  Gentoo  Bifhops. 

f  Expounders  of  the  Shaft  ah,  J  Six. 

||  From  the  promulging  this  Bhade ,  the  Polytheifm 
of  the  Gentoo ’s  took  its  rile. 
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4C  of  divine  words ;  it  was  drawn  up  in  a 
(€  compound  charader,  of  the  common  In- 
iC  doji  an ,  and  Sanfcrit ; — the  original  text  of 
€c  the  Chatah  Bhade ,  was  in  a  manner  funk 
€i  and  alluded  to  onlv  ;  the  hiflories  of  their 
<c  Rajahs  and  country,  were  introduced  under 
€(  figures  and  fymbols,  and  made  a  part  of 
<£  their  religious  worfhip,  and  a  multitude 
tc  of  ceremonials,  and  exteriour  modes  of 
“  worfhip,  were  in  ft  itu  ted;  which  the  com- 
€e  mentators  laid  were  implied  in  Bramatis 
Chatah  Bhade ,  although  not  exprefly 
“  direded  therein,  by  him ;  and  the  whole 
enveloped  in  impenetrable  obfcurity  by 
allegory  and  fable,  beyond  the  compre- 
henfion  even  of  the  common  tribe  of 
<{  Bramins  themfelves  ;  the  laity  being  thus 
«c  precluded  from  the  knowledge  of  their 
<c  original  fcriptures  had  a  new  fyflem  of 
46  faith  broached  unto  them,  which  their 
anceftors  were  utterly  ftrangers  to. 

<c  That  this  innovation  of  the  Aughtorrah 
“  Bhade  produced  a  fchifm  amongft  the 
44  Gentoti s,  who  until  this  period  had  fol- 
te  lowed  one  profeffion  of  faith  throughout 
u  the  vaft  empire  of  Indojian ;  for  the  Bra - 
46  mins  of  Cormandell  and  Mallabar  finding 
<c  their  brethren  upon  the  courfe  of  the  Ganges 
<£  had  taken  this  bold  ilep  to  inflave  the  laity, 
2  "  fet 
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“  fet  up  for  themfelves,and  formed  afcripture 
“  of  their  own,  founded  as  they  faid  upon 
<l  the  Chatah  Bhade  of  Bramah  5  this  they 
u  called  the  Vie  dam  *  of  Brummah ,  or  divine 
*<  words  of  the  mighty  fpirit  thefe  com- 
*c  mentators,  by  the  example  of  their  bre- 
€s  thren,  interfperfed  in  their  new  religious 
u  fyftem,  the  hiftories  of  their  governors* 
u  and  country,  under  various  fymbols  and 
allegories,  but  departed  from  that  chaftity 
“  of  manners,  which  was  flill  prefer ved  in 
<c  the  Aught  or  rah  Bhade  Shaft  ah* 

“  Thus  the  original,  plain,  pure,  and 
limple  tenets  of  the  Chatah  Bhade  of 
Bramah  (fifteen  hundred  years  after  its 
*€  firft  promulgation)  became  by  degrees 
utterly  loft  5  except,  to  three  or  four  Go - 
ufeyn  families,  who  at  this  day  are  only 
capable  of  reading,  and  expounding  it, 
**  from  the  Sanfcrit  character ;  to  thefe  may 
be  added  a  few  others  of  the  tribe 
<c  of  Baiteezaaz  Bramins ,  who  can  read 
,c  and  expound  from  the  Chatah  Bhade 9 
*c  which  it  ill  preferved  the  text  of  the  ori- 
“  ginal,  as  before  remarked, 

*  Vie  dam  in  the  Mallabar  language  fignifies  the 
fame  as  Shaft  ah  in  the  Sanfcrit ,  via,  divine  words — — 
and  foroetimes,  the  words  of  God , 


*c  How- 
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44  How  much  foever  the  primitive  rell- 
<c  gion  of  the  Gentoos  fuffered  by  thefe  inno- 
44  vations;  their  government  underwent  no 
44  change  for  many  centuries  after,  ail  ac- 
44  knowledging  allegiance  to  one  univerfal 
44  Rajah  of  the  Succadit  family,  lineally 
44  descended  from  their  Prince  and  Lawgiver 

44  Bramah . - The  Princes  of  this  line 

44  oppofed  the  innovations  made  in  their 
<c  primitive  faith,  with  a  fruitlefs  oppofition, 
44  which  endangered  the  exiftence  of  their 
44  own  government ;  fo  that  at  length  they 
44  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fubfcrib- 
44  ing,  firft  to  the  Chat  ah  Bhade ,  and  fub- 
<s  fequently  to  the  Aught  or  rah  Bhade ;  al- 
c4  though  their  wifdom  forefaw,  and  fore- 
44  told,  the  fatal  confequences  thefe  inno- 
44  vations  would  have  on  the  Rate  and  the 
44  nation :  but  the  Gqfeyns  and  Br amine , 
44  having  tailed  the  fweets  of  prieftly  power 
44  by  the  firft  of  thefe  Shades ,  determined 
44  to  enlarge,  and  eftablifh  it,  by  the  pro- 
u  mulgation  of  the  lajl ;  for  in  this  the  ex- 
44  terior  modes  of  worihip  were  fo  multi- 
44  plied,  and  fuch  a  numerous  train  of  new 
*4  divinities  created,  which  the  people  never 
“  before  had  heard  or  dreamed  of,  and  both 
44  the  one  and  the  other  were  fo  enveloped 
44  by  the  Gofeyns  and  Bramins  in  darknefs, 

penetrable  to  themfelves  only,  that  thofe 

44  p'rofeffors 
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u  profefTors  of  divinity,  became  of  new  and 
great  importance,  for  the  daily  obliga- 
cc  tions  of  religious  duties,  which  were  by 
*c  thefe  new  inftitutes  impofed  on  every 
<c  Gentoo ,  from  the  higheil  to  the  lowed: 
“  rank  of  the  people,  were  of  fo  intricate,  and 
“  alarming  a  nature,  as  to  require  a  Bramin 
ic  to  be  at  hand,  to  explain  and  officiate, 
“  in  the  performance  of  them  :  they  had 
<s  however  the  addrefs  to  captivate  the  minds 
of  the  vulgar,  by  introducing  fhow  and 
*(  parade  intoall  their  principal  religious  fealls, 
as  well  as  falls;  and  by  a  new  Angle  poli- 
tical  inffitution,  to  wit,  the  prefervation  of 
8C  their  cajl  or  tribe ,  the  whole  nation  was 
6C  reduced  to  facerdotal  flavery. 

cc  From  the  period  that  the  Aughtcrrah 
H  Bhade  was  publifhed  as  the  rule  of  the 
Gentoo  faith  and  worfhip,  ffiperftition,  the 
fure  fupport  of  prieftcraft,  took  fall  pof- 
“  feffion  of  the  people;  and  their  confcien- 
“  ces,  adlions,  and  condudt,  in  fpirituals 
c<  and  temporals,  were  lodged  in  the  brealls 
et  of  their  honfehold  Eramins,  and  at  their  dif- 
€t  pofal ;  for  every  head  of  a  family  was 
<c  obliged  to  have  one  of  thofe  ghollly  fa- 
“  thers  at  his  elbow,  and  in  fadt  the  peoplp 
cC  became  in  general  mere  machines,  ac- 
u  tuated  and  moved,  as  either  the  good 
Part  1L  €  46  or 
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tx  or  evil  intentions  of  their  houfehold  tyrant 

*c  dictated. 

0 

u  The  Aught  or  rah  Bhade  Shaft  ah ,  has  been 
u  invariably  followed  by  the  Gentoos  inha- 
<c  biting  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  to 
“  th q  Indus,  for  the  iaft  three  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty  fix  years.  This  pre- 
<tf  cifely  fixes  the  commencement  of  the  Gen- 
too  mythology ,  which,  until  the  publication 
<f  of  that  Bhade,  had  no  exiftence  amongft: 

them  :  every  Gent  op  of  rank  or  wealth, 
£C  has  a  copy  of  this  fcripture  in  his  poflef- 
<s  fion  ;  under  the  care  and  infpedtion  of 
<c  his  domeftic  Bramtn  \  who  every  day 
reads  and  expounds  a  portion  of  it  to  the 
S£  family. 

Sixteen  hundred  and  feventy  nine  years, 
€t  from  the  promulgation  of  the  Aughtorrah 
Bhade  Shaft  ah,  the  facred  line  of  Bramah 
<c  became  extindl,  in  the  perfon  of  Succa- 
16  dity  the  laft  Mahahmahah  Rajah  ;  (moil 
C£  mighty  King)  he  reigned  over  all  Indof- 
“  tan ,  fixty  years ;  his  deceafe  caufed  a  ge- 
tC  neral  lamentation  amongft  the  people ;  and 
(i  from  bis  death,  a  new  Gentoo  Eftocha 
cc  took  place,  called  the  Mr  a  of  Succadit  % 
and  the  prefent  year  (A.  D.  1766)  is  the 

<£  year 
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year  of  Succadit,  lixteen  hundred  eighty 
*c  feven. 

ct  The  death  of  Succadit,  became  not 
®c  only  remarkable  for  a  new  Epccha  of 
“  time,  but  alfo  for  another  fignal  event  in 
4C  the  Gentoo  annals;  namely,  a  total  revo- 
u  lotion  of  their  government:  the  royal  and 
€C  facred  line  being  extindt,  the  Vice-roys  of 
u  this  extenfive  empire  (who  had  been  for 
u  fome  years  ftrengthening  themfelves  in 
«c  their  refpedtive  governments,  and  prepar- 
<c  ing  for  this  expedted  event)  on  the  demife 
c<  of  Succadit,  fet  up  a  claim  of  indepen- 
dency,  to  the  lands  over  which  they  had 
a  ruled  under  the  emperor  :  they  all  aflumed 
sc  the  title  of  Rajah ,  a  dirtindtion  which, 
sc  before  this  memorable  period,  had  been 
sc  only  given  to  four  or  five  of  the  firft  of- 
fleers  of  the  ftates  who  alfo  generally 
tc  filled  the  chief  governments  of  the  empire* 

- - Confufion  followed—* — Thofe  com- 

“  manders  who  found  themfelves  inverted 
with  greater  force  and  power,  attacked, 
*c  conquered,  and  joined  to  their  govern- 
‘c  ments,  the  territories  of  thofe  who  lay 
contiguous  to  them ;  whilrt  others  wbp 
*6  lay  more  diftant  preferved  their  indepen* 
“  dency :  and  thus  the  empire  was  divided 
into  as  many  kingdoms,  as  there  hd 

C  2  **  been 
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“  been  Vic^-royfhips  and  Governments.— 
<c  Between  thefe  Rajahs,  there  fubfifted  a 
continual  warfare. — From  an  empire  thus 
f<  divided  againft  itfelf,  what  could  be  ex- 
“  pedted,  but  that  which,  in  a  few  centuries, 
“  confequently  and  naturally  followed. 

“  For  the  fimple  and  intelligible  tenets 
“  and  religious  duties,  enjoined  by  the  Char- 
“  tab  bhade ,  being  thus  abforbed  and  loft, 
<c  in  the  attention  and  adherence,  paid  to 
‘c  the  extravagant,  abfurd,  and  unintelligible 
“  non-eflentials  of  worfhip,  inftituted  by; 

the  Aughtorrah  Bhade  •>  laid  the  founda- 
“  tion  of  the  miferies,  with  which  in  fuc- 
ceeding  times,  Indojlan  was  vilited  $  and 
€e  the  merciful  intention  of  God,  for  the 
“  redemption  of  the  delinquent  angels,  (def- 
fC  tined  to  inhabit  this  part  of  the  earthly 
<c  globe)’ was  rendered  fruitlefs. — The  holy 
cc  Tribe  of  Bramins ,  who  were  chofen  and 
“  appointed  by  Bramah  himfelf,  to  preach 
u  the  word  of  Gody  and  labor  the  falvation 
u  of  the  delinquents  ;  in  procefs  of  time  loft 
€<  fight  of  their  divine  original,  and  in  it's 
“  place  fubftitUted  new  and  ftrange  doftrines 
“  that  had  no  tendency,  but  to  the  eftablifh- 
l*  ing  their  own  power:  the  people  hearken- 
“  ed  unto  them,  and  their  minds  were 
u  fubdued  and  tnilaved  y  their  ancient  mili- 
4  ■  “  tary 
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fary  genius,  and  fpirit  of  liberty  was  de- 
“  bilitated ;  difcord  and  diflention  arofe 
(C  amongft  the  rulers  of  the  land,  and  the 
“  ftate  grew  ripe  for  falling  at  the  firft  con- 
“  vuliion  ;  and  in  the  end  differed  an  utter 
“  fubverfion,  under  the  yoke  of  Mahom - 
€C  meden  tyranny;  as  a  juft  punifhment  in- 
<(  fli<fted  on  them  by  God,  for  their  negleit 
<x  of  his  laws,  commands  and  promifes, 
<c  promulged  to  them,  by  his  great  and  fa- 
“  vored  angel  Bramah ,  in  the  Char  tab  Bhade 
Shaft  ah”  •  - 

The  foregoing  detail,  contains  the  ge¬ 
nuine  conceptions  and  belief,  which  the 
Bramins  themfelves  entertain  of  the  anti¬ 
quity  of  their  fcriptures,  and  of  the  two  re¬ 
markable  innovations  they  have  undergone ; 
particulars  which  we  have  had  repeatedly 
confirmed  to  us,  in  various  conferences  with 
many  of  the  mod  learned  and  ingenuous, 
amongft  the  laity  of  the  Koyt  *,  and  other 
Caftsy  who  are  often  better  verfed  in  the 
do (ftrin.es  of  their  Shaftah  than  the  common 
run  of  the  Bramins  themfelves* 

We  hope  it  will  not  be  difpleafing  to  our 
readers,  if  from  the  foregoing  recital,  we 
reduce  into  a  narrow  compafs,  and  into  one 
*  The  tribe  of  Writers, 

c  3 


view*, 
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view,  the  ftedfaft  faith  of  the  Genfoos > 
Touching  the  antiquity  of  their  fcriptures.; 
(the  point  now  only  under  our  confidera- 
tion)  it  appears  therefore  that  they  date  the 
birth  of  the  tenets  and  doftrines  of  the 
Shaftdh 5  from  the  expulfion  of  the  angelic 
beings  from  the  heavenly  regions ;  that 
thofe  tenets  were  reduced  into  a  written 
body  of  laws,  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fixty-fix  years  ago,  and  then  by  God’s 
permiflion  were  promulged  and  preached  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Indoftan .  That  thefe  ori¬ 
ginal  fcriptures  underwent  a  remarkable 
change  or  innovation  a  thoufand  years  after 
the  miffion  of  their  Prophet  and  Law-giver 
Bramah ,  in  the  publication  of  the  Chatah 
Bhade  Shaft  ah  \  and  that  three  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  years  pad,  thefe  ori¬ 
ginal  fcriptures  differed  a  fecond  and  lad 
change  or  innovation,  in  the  publication  of 
the  Aught  or  rah  Bhade  Shaft  ah  5  which  oc¬ 
casioned  the  firft  and  only  fchifm  amongft 
the  Genfoos ,  that  fubfids  to  this  day,  namely 
between  the  followers  of  the  Anghtorrah 
Bhade  dkqftah ,  and  the  followers  of  the 
Viedam . 

Without  repofing  an  implicit  confidence 
in  the  relations  the  Bramins  give  of  the 
antiquity  of  their  fcriptures  $  we  will  with 

our 
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•ear  readers  indulgence,  humbly  offer  a 
few  conje&ures  that  have  fwayed  us  into  a 
belief  and  conclufion,  that  the  original  tenets 
of  Bramah  are  mod  ancient ;  that  they  are 
truly  original,  and  not  copied  from  any 
fyftem  of  theology,  that  has  ever  been  pro- 
inulged  to,  or  obtruded  upon  the  belief  of 
mankind  :  what  weight  our  conjectures  may 
have  with  the  curious,  or  how  far  it  may 
rather  appear  in  the  profecution  of  our  work, 
that  other  theological  fy items  have  been 
framed  from  this,  we  readily  fubmit  to  thofe, 
whofe  genius,  learning  and  capacity  in  re¬ 
searches  of  this  kind3  are  much  fuperior  to 
our  own. 


It  has  been  without  referve  afferted,  that 
the  Gcntcos  received  their  doctrines  and 
worth  ip,  from  the  Perfees  or  Egyptians ; 
but  without  .(as  we  conceive)  any  degree  of 
probability,  or  grounds,  for  the  foundation 
of  this  opinion;  reafon  and  fads,  feeming 
to  us,  to  be  on  the  fide  of  the  very  contrary 
opinion. 

That  there  was  a  very  early  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  empires  of  Perfia ,  Egypt 
and  Indoftan ,  is  beyond  controverfy ;  the 
former  lay  contiguous  to  Indoftan  $  and  al¬ 
though  Egypt  lay  more  remote  from  it,  there 

C  4  ftill 
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dill  was  an  eafy  paffage  open  between  them, 
by  the  navigation  from  the  Rea~fea>  to  the 
Indus:  therefore  it  will  appear  no  drained 
conc’ufionfif  we  fay $  itis  mod  likely  therehad 
been  frequent  intercourfe  between  the  learned 
Magi  of  both  thofe  nations,  and  the  Braminsy 
lone;  before  the  lad  mentioned  fages  were 
Vifited  by  Zoroajier  and  Pythagoras . 

It  is  neceffary  to  remark  that  the  Bramins 
did  not,  indeed  could  not,  feek  this  inter- 
conrle,  for  the  principles  of  their  religion 
forbad  their  travelling,  or  mixing  with  other 
nations ;  but  fo  famed  were  they  in  the 
earlied  known  times  for  the  purity  of  their 
manners,  and  the  fublimity  of  their  wifdom 
and  dodtrines,  that  their  converfe  was  fought 
after,  and  folicited  univerfally  by  the  phi- 
lofophers,  and  fearchers  after  wifdom  and 
truth.  For  this  character  of  them,  we  have 
the  concurring  tedimony  of  all  antiquity. 

At  what  period  of  time,  Indojlan  was 
vifited  by  Zoroajier  and  Pythagoras ,  is  not 
clearly  determined  by  the  learned  ;  we  will 
fuppofe  it,  with  the  generality  of  writers, 
to  have  been  about  the  time  of  Romulus.— 
That  thefe  fages  travelled,  not  to  injlruffy 
but,  to  be  inJiruBed ;  is  a  fadt  that  may  be 
determined  with  more  precifion  $  as  well 
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as,  that  they  were  not' in  Indqftan  together.- — . 
As  they  both  made  a  long  refidence  with  the 
Bramins  North  Weft  of  the  Ganges  (for  the 
name  of  Zardhurji ,  and  Pythagore  retain  a 
place  in  the  Gentoo  annals  “  as  travellers  in 
€C  fearch  of  wifdom”)  it  is  reafonable  to  con¬ 
clude  they  might  in  fame  degree  be  inftruded 
in  the  Sanfcrit  Character,  and  confequently, 
in  the  dodrines  and  wo r (hip  inftituted  by  the 
Chat  ah  and  Aught  or  rah  B  hades, 

*  r  r 

It  is  worthy  notice  that  the  Metempfychqfts 
as  well  as  the  three  grand  principles  taught 
in  the  greater  Eleujiman  myfteries ;  namely, 
the  unity  of  the  godhead ,  his  general  provi¬ 
dence  over  all  creation ,  and  a  future  fate  of 
rewards  and  punifwients  ;  were  fundamental 
dodrines  of  Bramah's  Chartah  Bhade  Shaf- 
tab ,  and  were  preached  by  the  Bramins , 
from  time  immemorial  to  this  day,  through¬ 
out  Indojlan  :  not  as  myfteries,  but  as  reli¬ 
gious  tenets,  publicly  known  and  received; 
by  every  Gentoo ,  of  the  meaneft  capacity ; 
this  is  a  truth,  which,  we  conceive,  was  un¬ 
known  to  the  learned  inveftigator  of  the 
Eleufmian  myfteries ;  or  it  is  probable  he 
would,  with  more  caution,  have  alferted, 
that  the  Eaftern  nations  received  their  doc¬ 
trines  from  the  Egyptians . 


Although 
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Although  the  Polytheifm  of  the  Genfoos 
had  its  origin  from  the  firft  promulgation  of 
the  Chat  ah  Bhade  Shajiah ,  and  their  Mytho¬ 
logy  from  the  publication  of  the  Aughtcrrah 
Bhade ;  yet  the  above  mentioned  theological 
dogmas  remained  inviolable  and  unchanged  : 
and  as  thefe,  with  the  firm  perfuafion  of  the 
prse-exiftent  date  of  the  fpirit,  or  foul,  have 
ever  been*  and  frill  are,  the  very  bails  of  all 
the  Gentoo  worth  ip ;  it  appears  to  us  mod 
probable,  (from  the  early  communication 
before  remarked,  and  the  reafons  before 
given)  that  the  Egyptians  borrowed  thefe 
tenets  from  the  Bramins . 

*k- 

That  Pythagoras  took  the  dodtrine  of 
the  Metempfychofis ,  from  the  Bramins ,  is 
not  difputed:  yet  future  times  erroneoufly 
filled  it  Pythagorean ;  an  egregious  miftake, 
which  could  proceed  only  from  ignorance  of 
Its  original. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  period, 
that  lndrJlan  was  vifited  by  the  two  travell¬ 
ing  Sages  ahovementioned  ;  it  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  Pythagoras  undertook  that  jour¬ 
ney,  feme  years  later  than  Z or o after : - - 

when  Pythagoras  left  Indiay  he  went  into 
Perfta ,  where  he  converfed  with  the  Magi  of 
that  country,  and  was  inftrudted  in  their 

myfteries  $ 
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mylteries ;  and  is  faid  (with  probability  of 
truth)  to  have  held  many  conferences  with 
Zoroajier ,  on  the  doftrines  of  the  Bramins . 
They  had  both  been  initiated  in  all  the  myf- 
teries,  and  learnings  of  the  Egyptians ;  and 
Pythagoras,  in  his  fecond  vifit  to  Egypt  9  be¬ 
fore  nis  return  to  Greece ,  probably  repaid 
the  debt  of  wifdom  he  had  received  from 
the  Magi,  by  giving  them  new,  and  ftronger 
lights,  into  the  theology,  coimogony  and  my¬ 
thology  of  the  Bramins ,  from  their  Cka- 
tab ,  and  Aught  orr ah  Shades . 

The  moral  inftitutes,  of  Zoroajier ,  and 
Pythagoras  s  inculcated  and  taught  by  the 
one  to  the  Perftans;  and  by  the  other,  to 
the  Greeks ;  truely  bore  the  damp  of  divine! 
but  their  fyftem  of  theology,  furely  that  of 
madnefs  !— They  had  fo  long,  and  intensely 
thought,  and  reafoned  on  the  divine  nature , 
and  the  caufe  of  evil ;  that  the  portion  of 
divine  nature  they  pofleffed,  feemed  utterly 
impaired,  and  bewildered  ,  as  loon  as  they 
began  to  form  their  crude  princ.ples  into  a 
fyftem  y — they  appear  to  have  preserved  the 
bafis  and  out-lines  of  Bramah's  Shaft  ah ,  on 
which  (probably  in  conjunction  with  the 
Perfian  and  Egyptian  Magi)  they  railed  an 
aerial  luperftrudture,  wild  and  incompre- 
henfible  !  and  labored  to  propagate  an  unin¬ 
telligible 
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telligible  jargon  of  divinity,  which  neither 
themfelves,  nor  any  mortal  fince  their  time, 
could  explain,  or  reduce  to  the  level  of  hu¬ 
man  underftanding. 

How  far,  on  a  comparifon  between  the 
modes  of  worfhip,  infiituted  by  the  Chatah 
and  Aughtorrah  Bhades ,  and  thofe  of  the 
antient  Egyptians ,  Greeks  and  Romans ,  it 
may  appear  that  thofe  of  the  Bramins  are 
originals,  and  thofe  of  the  latter  copies  only, 
we  fubmit  to  the  enquiry  of  the  learned  into 
thofe  intricate  ftudies,  when  in  the  courfe 
of  our  work  we  exhibit  to  the  reader  fome 
fpecimens  of  the  Gentoo  Mythology,  and  an 
account  of  their  fafts  and  feftivals. 

By  the  fundamental  dodtrines  and  laws 
of  the  Gentoosy  they  cannot  admit  of  profe- 
Jytes  or  converts,  to  their  faith  or  worfhip ; 
jaor  receive  them  into  the  pale  of  their  com¬ 
munion,  without  the  lofs  of  their  Call:,  or 
Tribe  a  difgrace,  which  every  Gentoo 
would  rather  fuffer  death  than  incur :  and 
although  this  religious  prohibition,  in  its  con- 
fequences,  reduced  the  people  to  a  llavifh 
dependence  on  their  Bramins  yet  it  proved 
the  cement  of  their  union  as  a  nation  ;  which 
to  this  day  remains  unmixed  with  any  other 
race  of  people. — Thefe  are  circumfiances 

which* 
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which,  to  the  beft  of  our  knowledge,  re- 
membrace,  and  reading;  peculiarly  diftin- 
guifh  the  Gentoos ,  from  all  the  nations  of 
the  known  world,  and  plead  ftrongly  in 
favor  of  the  great  antiquity  of  this  people, 
as  well  as  the  originality  of  their  feriptures* 

Another  confideration,  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  claims  our  notice ;  namely  the  perpe¬ 
tuity  of  the  Gentoo  dodtrines,  which  through 
a  fucceffion  of  fo  many  ages,  have  ftill  re¬ 
mained  unchanged,  in  their  fundamental 
tenets  ;~for  although  the  Chatah  and  Augh - 
torrah  Bhades ,  enlarged  the  exteriors  of  their 
worfhip,  yet  thefe  derive  their  authority 
and  eflence,  in  the  bofom  of  every  Gentoo, 
from  the  Chartah  Bhade  of  Bramah  :  and  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing,  for  a  Gentoo ,  upon 
any  point  of  confcience,  or  any  important 
emergency  in  his  affairs  or  conduct,  to  re¬ 
ject  the  decifion  of  the  Chatah  and  Augh - 
torrah  Bhades ,  and  to  procure,  no  matter 
at  what  expence,  the  decifion  of  the  Char - 
tab  Bhade ,  expounded  from  the  Sanfcrit . 

Enough  has  been  faid,  to  fhew  that  the 
genuine  tenets  of  Bramah ,  are  to  be  found 
only  in  the  Chartah  Bhade ;  and  a£  ail  who 
have  wrote  on  this  fubjedl,  have  received 
their  information  from  crude,  inconfiftent  re¬ 
ports* 
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ports,  chiefly  taken  from  the  Anghtorrah 
Shade ,  ai  d  the  Viedam ;  it  is  no  wonder  that 
the  religion  of  the  Gentoos  has  been  traduced, 
by  fome,  as  utterly  unintelligible;  and  by 
others,  as  monftrous,  abiurd,  and  difgrace- 

ful  to  humanity  : - our  defign  is  to  rfcue 

thefe  ancient  people,  from '  tKofe  imputa¬ 
tions;  in  order  to  which  we  fhail  proceed, 
without  further  introdudion  or  preface,  to 
inveftigate  their  original  fcrlptures,  as  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Chartah  Bhade ;  at  the  clofe  of 
each  fed: ion  we  (hail  fob  join,  fuch  remarks, 
and  explanations,  as  may  appear  to  us  neeef- 
fary  and  pertinent  to  our  fubjed. 

For  the  greater  perfpicuity,  we  will  pre- 
fent  to  our  readers  the  fundamental  dodrines 
of  the  Bramins ,  under  five  diftind  fedions; 
as  they  are  ranged  in  the  firft  book  of  this 
Shaft  ah :  viz. 

* 

I.  Of  God  and  his  Attributes. 

II.  The  creation  of  Angelic  Beings. 

III.  The  Lapfe  of  part  of  thofe  Beings. 

IV.  Their  Punifhment. 

V.  The  mitigation  of  that  Punifhment^ 

and  their  final  Sentence. 
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SECT.  I. 

44  Of  God  and  his  Attributes . 

44  God  is  One  —  Creator  of  all  that 

44  A. - God  is  like  a  perfect  fpbere, 

44  without  beginning  or  end. —God  rules 
44  and  governs  all  creation  by  a  general 
44  providence  refulting  from  firft  deter- 

44  mined  and  fixed  principles. - —Thou 

44  (halt  not  make  enquiry  into  the  ef~ 
44  fence  and  nature  of  the  exiftence  of 
44  the  eternal  one,  nor,  by  what  laws 
44  he  governs.— An  enquiry  into  either, 
44  is  vain,  and  criminal.— It  is  enough, 
44  that  day  by  day,  and  night  by  night, 
44  thou  feeft  in  his  works ;  his  wifdom , 
44  power ,  and  his  mercy .  —  Benefit 
44  thereby. ?? 

*  Ekhumrnejha ,  laterally,  the  one  that  ever  was ; 

which  we  tranflate,  the  eternal  one , 

Remarks, 

H  E  foregoing  Ample  and  fublime  de-= 
fcription  of  the  Supreme  Being,  confti- 
tutes  the  firft  chapter,  orfedion  of  the  Shaf- 

tah. - -The  Bramins  of  the  Aught  or  rah 

Bhade  teach,  that  there  originally  exifted  a 
6  chapter 
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chapter  of  the  Shajlah,  which  explained  and 
folely  treated  of  the  divine  nature  and  ef- 
fence;  but  that  it  was  foon  irrecoverably 
loft,  and  never  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  by 
Bramah ,  who  tore  it  out  of  his  Chart  ah 
Blade. 

BaldeiiSy  who  refided  thirty  years  on  the 
Iftand  of  Ceylon,  and  has  given  a  laborious 
tranftation  of  the  Vie  dam,  recites  a  ftmilar 
anecdote  from  thofe  feriptures,  and  fays, 
that  the  loft  part  treated  of  God,  and  the 
origin  of  the  univerfe,  or  vifible  worlds, 
iC  the  lofs  of  which  is  highly  lamented  by 
cC  the  B  rami  ns  l’- — In  which  this  author  feems 
to  have  plunged  into  a  double  error ;  firft, 
in  alleging  the  part  loft,  treated  of  the  origin 
of  the  univerfe ;  whereas  both  the  Viedam, 
and  * Shaft  ah,  are  elaborate  on  the  fubjedt  •> 
and  fix  net  only  the  period  of  its  creation, 
but  alfo  its  precife  age,  and  term  of  duration, 
(as  we  fhall  fhew  hereafter) ;  confequently 
and  fecondly,  they  could  not  properly  be  faid 

to  lament  a  lofs  they  never  fuftained. - . 

But  in  truth,  the  whole  of  this  matter  is  al¬ 
legorical,  a  circumftance,  which  Baldens,  it 
feems,  never  adverted  to. 


In  various  difeourfes  we  have  had,  with 
feme  learned  Bratnins ,  on  the  above  cited 
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paffage  of  the  Aught  or  rah  Bhade ,  they  were 
all  unanimous  in  their  fenfe  and  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  it :  namely,  that  to  man  was  given  for 
the  exercife  of  his  reafon,  and  virtue,  the  con- 
templation'of  the  vifible  wonde  rs  of  the  creation  | 
but,  t.hat  the  eternal  one  had  precluded 
all  enquiry  into  his  origin,  nature  and  effence, 
and  the  laws  by  which  he  governs ;  as  fub- 
jedts  inexplicable  to,  and  beyond  the  limited 
powers  of  created  beings  $  therefore  it  is 
emphatically  faid,  that  Bramah  tore  out  that 
part,  implying  the  prohibition  of  fuch  en¬ 
quiries,  as  ufelefs  and  prefumptuous. 

Had  one  tythe  of  the  time  and  trouble, 
which  the  juft  mentioned  ecclefiaftic  bellow¬ 
ed  in  rendering  a  literal  tranilation  of  the 
Viedam ,  been  employed  in  attempting  an 
explanation  of  its  myfteries ;  his  labors  might 
have  proved  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
learned  5  whereas,  by  contenting  himfelf  with 
a  bare  verlion,  without  aiming  at  the  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  allegorical  parts  of  thofe 
fcriptures,  his  toils,  which  muft  have  been 
great  and  intenfe,  have  only  produced  a  mon- 
fter,  that  fhocks  reafon  and  probability.— 
They  are  mif-reprefentations  like  thefe,  which 
we  have  lamented  in  the  preliminary  dif- 
courfe,  to  the  firft  part  of  this  our  work, 
gs  injurious  to  human  nature ;  various  and 
Part  II.  D  enormous 
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enormous  are  the  miftakes,  which  this  au¬ 
thor  has  fallen  into  from  the  above  caufe* 
through  the  whole  of  his  voluminous  work* 
which  might  be  proved  in  a  multitude  of 
inftances;  but  one  fhallfuffice  as  a  fpecimen 
of  the  whole,  which  nothing  but  the  mis¬ 
taken  zeal  of  a  chriftian  divine  can  excufe. 

<f  The  Vie  Jam  (according  to  Baldens )  gives 
€e  the  fame  place  and  power  to  Birmah  or 
“  Bramah  (for  he  erroneo-ufly  makes  thefe 
<c  names  fynonimous)  as  the  Shaft  ah  does  ^ 
<£  and  as  the  Mallabars.  acknowledge  Bramah 
to  be  the  fon  of  God,  and  fupreme  go- 
66  vernor  of  angels*  nay  even  afcribe  to  him 
a  human  form:  fo  it  is  evidenty  that  thefe 
€C  attributes ,  muft  have  their  origin  from 
^  what  they  have  heard ,  though  perhaps  con - 
*c  fufedly*  of  Jefus  Chrijl  the  fon  of  God V 


SECT. 
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SECT.  II. 

cs  fbe  Creation  of  Angelic  Beings . 

The  eternal  oNe,  abforbed  in  the 
<c  contemplation  of  his  ownexiftence  ;  in 
the  fullnefs  of  time,  refclved  to  par- 
€i  ticipate  his  glory  and  elTence  with 
beings  capable  of  feeling,  and  iharing 
cc  his  beatitude,  and  of  adm-iniftering 
to  his  glory.— The fe  beings  then  were 
not.— The  eternal  one  willed.— 
t£  And  they  were.  —  He  formed  them 
44  in  part  of  his  own  effence ;  capable 
•  *c  of  perfection,  but  with  the  powers 
44  of  imperfection  ;  both  depending  on 
44  their  voluntary  election.— The  eter~ 
44  nal  one  firft created Birmah, Biftnoo, 
44  and  Sieb  ;  then  Moifafoor ,  and  all  the 
44  Delta  h-Logue  The  eternal  one 

44  gave  pre-eminence  to  Birmah ,  Bijl- 
44  7200  and  Si  el. — —He  appointed  Bir- 
44  mah ,  Prince  of  the  Deltab-Logue , 
44  and  put  the  Deltah  under  fubjeCf Ion 
t£  to  him  ;  he  alfo  conftituted  him  his 
44  vicegerent  in  heaven,  and  Bijinoo  and 
44  Siely  were  eftablifhed  his  co-adjutors. 

#  Debtahy  angels  ;  LogiiCy  a  people,  multitude,  or 
congregation  \  Debtah-Loguey  the  angelic  hold. 

D  2  44 
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*c  — The  eternal  one  divided  the 
**  Debtah  into  different  bands,  and  ranks, 
<c  and  placed  a  leader  or  chief  over 
“  each.—Thefe  worfhipped  round  the 
<c  throne  of  the  eternal  one  according  to 
<6  their  degree,  and  harmony  was  in 

“  heaven. - Moifafoor ,  chief  of  the 

tc  fir  ft  angelic  band,  led  the  celeftiai 
c£  fong  of  praife  and  adoration  to  the 
<c  Creator,  and  the  fong  of  obedience 
to  Birmah  his  firft  created. — And  the 
€6  Eternal  One  rejoiced  in  his  newcrea- 
“  tionf  * 

Remarks. 

ANKIND  in  general  of  every  de- 


nomination,  and  religious  profeflion, 
have  fubfcribed  to  the  opinion  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  angelic  beings, ;  and  have  each 
formed  their  crude,  peculiar,  and  imaginary 
conceptions  of  their  origin  and  deftination. 
■—Crude  and  imaginary  indeed  !  muft  be  the 
beft  human  conftruction,  on  fo  marvellous 
a  fubjedl.- — ' The  fimple,  rational,  and  fub- 
lime  caufe,  afligned  by  Bramah ,  for  this  adt 
of  creation  i  is  moft  worthy  a  great  and  benign 
being>  and  conveys  a  ftriking  and  interefting 
imprelfion,  not  only  of  his  power)  but  of 
his  benevolence . 


Bramah ,  in  the  opening  of  this  fedlion, 
fee  ms  to  place  the  eternal  one}  in  the  fituation 

of 
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•of  an  abfolute,  good,  and  powerful  monarch , 
without  fubjeCis ;  which  in  faCt  is  being  no 
monarch  at  all :  for  however  happy,  or 
bleffed  fuch  a  being  may  be,  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  his  own  foie  exiftence  and  almighty 
power  5  yet  he  cannot  (fay  the  Bramins)  be 
completely  fo,  without  partakers  in  his  glory 
and  beatitude;  who  fhould  alfo,  be  confcious 
of  the  tenure  of  their  own  exiftence,  as  well 
as  of  the  power,  and  benevolent  intentions 
of  their  creator ,  and  worfhip  him,  accord- 
ingly. 

But  a  blind  and  neceftary  obedience  and 
worftiip,  from  any  new  creation  of  rational 
beings,  (which  muft  have  followed  had  they 
been  created  perfect)  would  have  fallen  fhort 
of  their  Creator’s  purpofe  ;  therefore  Bramah 
fays,  the  eternal  one ,  formed  them  “  capable 
a  of  perfections  but  with  the  powers  of  im« 
“  perfection without  fubjeCting  them  to 
either ,  that  their  adoration  and  obedience 
fhould  be  the  refult  of  their  own  free-will ; 
the  worfhip  alone  worthy  his  acceptance. 

From  the  doCtrine  contained  in  this  feCtion 
it  appears,  that  the  powers  of  perfection  and 
imperfection,  (or  in  other  words  the  powers 
of  good  and  evil)  were  coeval  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  firft  created  beings : — —The 

D  3  Bramins 
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Brajnins  in  their  paraphrafe  on  this  chapter* 
reconcile  the  fuppofed  incompatibility  of  the 
exiftence  of  moral  evil,  confidently  with 
the  juftice,  power,  and  goodnefs  of  the  fu- 
preme  being,  by  alleging,  that  as  the  Debt  ah 
we  re  inverted  with  the  abfolute  powers  of 
perfection,  their  lapfe  from  that  ftate,  cannot 
impeach  either  the  power,  juftice,  or  good¬ 
nefs  of  the  eternal  one  ;  whofe  motives  for 
their  creation  were  benevolent;  and  the  duty 
enjoined  them  light  and  eafy.— To  chaunt 
forth  for  ever,  the  praifes  of  their  creator 

— - To  bids  him  for  their  creation ,  and  to 

acknowledge,  and  be  obedient  to  Birmah ? 
and  his  two  coadjutors  Bijinoo  and  SiebB 

Human  penal  lav/s,  which  have  their  ex¬ 
iftence  in  every  well  regulated  government  of 
the  world  ;  always  pre-fuppofe  that  the  indi¬ 
viduals  fubjedted  to  thofe  laws,  are  inverted 
with  full  powers  and  capacity  of  paying 
obedience  to  them;  otherwife,  their  impo- 
fition  becomes  an  adt  of  tyranny ;  but  the 
premifes  granted,  then  the  breach  and  vio¬ 
lation  of  them  is  criminal,  and  juftly  pu- 
nifhable,  without  an  imputation  of  injuftice 
in  the  inftitutor.-— — Shall  man  then  appear 
fcrupuloufly  cautious  in  his  inftitutes  and  laws, 
not  to  offend  againft  reafon  and  juftice,  and 

2  '  yet 
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yet  dare  to  doubt  of,  or  arraign  the  juftfee 
of  his  Creator  ? 

Whence  the  origin,  and  exigence  of 
moral  evil?  Is  a  queftion  that  has  puzzled, 
and  exercifed  the  imagination,  and  under- 
handing  of  the  learned  and  fpeculative  in  all 
ages.- — —We  confefs  we  have  hitherto  met 
with  no  folution  of  this  int-erefting  enquiry, 
fo  fatisfadtory,  con clu five,  and  rational  as 
hows  from  the  dodtrine  before  us.— - -Au¬ 

thors  have  been  driven  to  very  ftrange  con- 
clufions  on  this  fubjecl,  nay  feme  have 
thought  it  neceffary  to  form  an  apology  in 
defence  of  their  Creator,  for  the  admiffion 
of  moral  evil  into  the  world ;  and  afiert, 
e<  That  God  was  neceffitated  to  admit  moral 
evil  in  created  beings,  from  the  nature  of  the 
materials  he  had  to  work  with  ;  that  God 
would  have  made  all  things  perfedt,  but  that 
there  was  in  matter  an  evil  bias,  repugnant 
to  his  benevolence,  which  drew  another 
way;  whence  arofe  all  manner  of  evils  :w 
and  that,  therefore,  £C  To  endue  created 
beings  with  perfedfcion  ;  that  is  to  produce 
good  exclufive  of  evil,  is  one  of  thofe  im- 
pofiibilities,  which  even  infinite  power 
cannot  accompliflh.”  And  confequently  that 
Irom  this  apologetical  caufe  only ,  tc  The 
wickednefs  and  miferies  of  God’s  creatures 

D  4  can 
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can  be  fairly  reconciled,  with  his  infinity 
power  and  goodnefs.” 

Xnterefting  as  this  fubjeft  is,  and  muft  be* 
to  every  thinking  being,  our  beft  conceptions 
of  it,  muft  fall  far  fhort  of  certainty ;  it  is 
however  furely  encumbent  on  us  to  adopt 
inch  fentiments  (more  efpecially  when  we 
refolve  to  broach  them  to  the  world)  as  will 
appear  moil  worthy  infinite  power  and  in¬ 
finite  gopdnefs. - -Hqw  far  this  confidera- 

tion  has  been  regarded  in  the  reveries  cited 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  we  fubmit  to 
pur  readers ;  in  cur  own  conceptions  we 
cannot  help  faying  thofe  authors  appear  to 
us  to  have  left  the  argument  in  a  much 
worfe  flate  than  they  found  it  ;  and  in  place 
of  a  rational  apology  for  their  Creator,  feem 
the  rather  tacitly  to  impeach  his  power,  in 
the  fir  ft  and  greateft  of  his  attributes ;  his 
power  of  creation  For  God  is  not  only 
the  creator  of  angels  and  men;, but  creator 
pf  matter  alfo  ;  and  could  have  made  that 
perfect,  had  he  fq  willed. — — Whether  God 
could  endue  created  beings  with  perfection* 
or  produce  good  exclufive  of  evil,  we  conceive 
is  not  the  queftion  ;  (although  a  doubt  of  it 
is  highly  prefumptuous,  if  not  impious)  but 
the  quaere  is  whether  God  could  create  a 
race  of  beings,  endued  with  the  powers  of 
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iubfolute  free  agency ; — on  the  certainty  of 
which  pofition,  the  poffibility  of  fin  in 
created  beings  absolutely,  and  neceflarily 
depends. 

How  much  more  rational  and  Sublime  the 
text  of  Bramah ,  which  fuppofes  the  Deity's 
voluntary  creation,  or  per'miffion  of  evil  ; 
for  the  exaltation  of  a  race  of  beings,  whofe 
goodnefs  as  free  agents  could  not  have  ex» 
ifted  without  being  endued  with  the  con- 
jrafted,  (or  oppofite  powers  of  doing  evil. 


SECT. 


i 
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SECT.  III. 

C£  fke  Lapfe  of  Part  of  the  Angelic  Bands . 

From  the  creation  of  the  Debt  ah 
€i  Logue ,  joy  and  harmony  encompaflfed 
€£  the  throne  of  the  eternal  one ,  for 
the  fpace  of  Hazaar  par  Plazaar 
Ci  Munnuntur  * ;  and  would  have  con- 
€C  tinned  tothe  end  of  time, had  not  envy 
and  jealoufy  took  poffeiiion  of  Moifa - 
iC  foor ,  and  other  leaders  of  the  angelic 
bands ;  among  ft  whom  was  Rhaabon, 
c£  the  next  in  dignity  to  Moijcfoor \— 
they,  unmindful  of  the  bidding  of 
£C  their  creation,  and  the  duties  enjoined 
them,  rejedt  the  powers  of  perfedliony 
4C  which  the  eternal  one  had  gracioufly 
beftowed  upon  them,  exerted  their 
powers  of  imperfection ,  and  did  evil 
€C  in  the  fight  of  the  eternal  one.— They 
“  withheld  their  obedience  from, him, 
4C  and  denied  fubmiftion  to  his  vice- 

*  A  phrafe  often  made  ufe  of  in  the  Shaft  ah  to  ex- 
prefs  infinite  extenfion  or  duration  of  time  ;  the  word 
Munnuntur  in  it’s  abfolute  and  literal  fenfe  will  be  fub- 
fiequently  explained  ;  the  word  Hazaar ,  literally  fig- 
nifies  a  thoufand  5  Hazaar  par  Hazaar ,  thoufands 
npon  thoufands. 

“  gerent 2 
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?'  gerent ,  and  his  coadjutors,  Bijlnoo % 
£C  and  Sieby  and  faid  to  themfelves— 
€‘  We  will  rule!— And  fearlefs  of  the 
omnipotence,  and  anger  of  their  Crea- 
cc  tor,  they  fpread  their  evil  imagina- 
tions  amongft  the  angelic  hoft,  de- 
ceived  them,  and  drew  a  large  portion 
fc  of  them  from  their  allegiance.— And 
there  was  a  reparation  from  the  throne 
<c  oftheeternaloNE. — Sorrow  feizedthe 
faithful  angelic  fpirits,  and  anguifh 
ff  was  now  firft  known  in  heaven/5 

t  ■}  v  •  *  .  »  •  /  »  ■ 


/ 
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SECT.  IV. 

&c  The  Punifhment  of  the  Delinquent  Debtah . 

*c  The  eternal  one,  whofe  omnifcience, 
cc  prefcience  and  influence,  extended  to 
<c  all  things,  except  the  addons  of 
cC  beings,  which  he  had  created  free  z 
beheld  with  grief  and  anger,  the  de- 
**  fedion  of  Moifafoor ,  Rhaabon ,  and 
ce  the  other  angelic  leaders  and  fpirits. — 
4C  Merciful  in  his  wrath,  he  lent  Bir- 
mah ,  Biftnoo  and  Sieb,  to  admonifh 
lc  them  of  their  crime,  and  to  perfwade 
6£  them  to  return  to  their  duty;— 
€C  but  they  exulting  in  the  imagination 
€<  of  their  independence,  continued  in 
cc  difobedience. — The  eternal  one  then 
*e  commanded  Sieb*,  to  go  armed  with 
tc  his  omnipotence,  to  drive  them  from 
<c  the  Mahah  Surgo  *f*,  and  plunge 
them  into  the  Onderab  J,  there 

*  Why  Sieb  was  fent  on  this  command  has  been 
already  explained  in  our  introduction. 

-j-  Supreme  heaven,  litterally  the  great  eminence ,  from 
Mahah ,  great ;  and  Surgo ,  high ;  eminent  in  a  local 
fenfe,  the  firmament  being  commonly  diftinguifhed, 
by  the  Gentoos ,  by  the  name  of  Surgo . 

%  Onder ,  dark  ;  Onderah ,  intenfe  darknefs. 

‘‘  doomed 
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£e  doomed  to  fuffer  unceafingy3m>m,  for 
u  Hazaar  par  Hazaar  Munnuntars 


*  In  this  place  the  expreflion  (which  we  have  ex¬ 
plained  in  a  preceding  note)  means  evcrlajllng . 

Remarks. 

HAT  there  was  a  defedlion  or  rebel- 


lion  in  heaven,  the  records  of  antiquity, 
facred  and  prophane,  bear  allufive  teftimony 
of ; — we  will  not  aver,  that  this  opinion 
took  its  rife  from  the  dodtrines  of  the  Bra- 
7ninsy  though  it  is  moft  probable  it  did  ;  be 
this  as  it  may,  we  cannot  help  concluding, 
that  the  conceptions  conveyed  by  the  Shaf- 
tah ,  of  this  extraordinary  event,  are  more 
confident  with,  and  do  greater  honor  to  the 
dignity  of  an  omnipotent  Being,  than  thofe 
handed  down  to  us  in  fables  of  the  Sages, 
Poets  and  Philofophers  of  Egypt ,  Greece  and 

Rome . - From  thefe  our  •Milton  copied, 

with  extravagance  of  genius  and  invention.— 
They  all,  without  exception,  unworthily  im¬ 
peach  God's  omnipotence  by  the  powers  of 
contention  given  to  the  apoftate  angels,  to 
oppofe  their  Creator  in  arms  and  battle ;  and 
although  facred  writ  -f  feerns  to  countenance 
this  warfare  in  heaven,  it  can  only  allude 
to  the  adt  of  expullion  of  the  delinquents, 
as  any  other  interpretation  would  leffen  om¬ 
nipotence. 


t  Revelations,  chap.  xii.  ver,  7, 


The 
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The  Sbajlah  opens  this  fedion  by  denying 
the  prefcience  of  God  touching  the  adions 
of  free  agents;  the  Bramins  defend  this 
dogma  by  alleging,  his  prefcience  in  this 
cafe,  is  utterly  repugnant  and  contradidory 
to  the  very  nature  and  e  (fence  of  free  agency, 
which  on  fuch  terms  could  not  have  exifted. 


SECT, 
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SECT.  V. 

e€  : The  Mitigation  of  the  Punijhment  of  the 
delinquent  Debt  ah ,  and  their  final  Jen - 
*£  /rare. 

The  rebellious  Debtah  groaned  under 
<£  the  difpleafure  of  their  Creator  in 
“the  Onderah ,  for  the  fpace  of  one 
<£  Munnuntur  ;  during  which  period, 
s:  j$irmah9  Bifinoo  and  and  the 

“  reft  of  the  faithful  Debtah ,  never 
“  ceafed  imploring  the  eternal  one,  for 
€£  their  pardon  and  reftoration.— — - 
<c  The  eternal  one,  bv  their  interceffioo 
<c  at  length  relented,— and  although  he 
“  could  not  forefee  the  effedt  of  his 
mercy  on  the  future  conduit  of  the 
*c  delinquents :  yet  unwilling  to  relin- 
quifh  the  hopes  of  their  repentance, 

<c  he  declared  his  will.- - That  they 

“  fhould  be  releafed  from  the  Onderah , . 
<c  and  be  placed  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
“  tryal  and  probation ,  that  they  (ball 
“  (till  have  power.,  to  work  out  their 
s£  own  falvation.  The  eternal  one  then 
<c  promulged  his  gracious  intentions, 
<c  and  delegating  the  power  and  govern- 
<£  meat  of  the  Mahah  Sitrgo ,  to  Birmah ; 

a  he 


i 
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.  he  retired  into  himfelj ,  and  became  in- 

“  vifible  to  all  the  angelic  hoft,  for  the 

e€  fpace  of  five  thoufand  years. - At 

*c  the  end  of  this  period  he  manifefted 
himfelf  again,  refereed  the  throne  of 
6(  light,  and  appeared  in  his  glory. — And 
*£  the  faithful  angelic  bands,  celebrated 
his  return  in  fongs  of  gladnefs. 

\ 

<c  When  all  was  hufhed  ! — the  eter- 
nal  one  laid,  let  the  Dunne ahoudah  *  of 
ce  the  fifteen  Bobocns  of  purgation  and 

purification  appear,  for  the  refidence 
*c  of  the  rebellious  Debtah .  —  And  it 
“  inflantly  appeared. 

cc  And  the  eternal  one  faid,  let  Bijl- 
*c  noo  armed  with  my  power,  defcend 
“  to  the  newcreation  of  th zDunneahou- 
“  dah ,  and  releafe  the  rebellious  Debtah 
Zi  from  the  Onderah ,  and  place  them 
u  in  the  lowed  of  the  fifteen  Baboons. 

/ 

*  *  • 

Bijlnoo  flood  before  the  throne  and 
tc  faid.  Eternal  one,  I  have  done  as 
<(  thou  hail  commanded. - And  all 

*  Doom  ah ,  or  dunneah ,  the  worlds  Dunneahoudaby 
the  worlds ,  or  the  univerfe. 

f  Bob oons ,  regions  or  planets. 

J  Why  Bijlnoo  was  Tent  on  this  fervice  we  have  aI-> 
ready  explained  in  our  introdudtion. 


“  the 
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*c  the  faithful  angelic  hoft,  flood  with 
*c  aftonilhment,  and  beheld  the  won- 
<c  ders,  and  fplendor  of  the  new  creation 
*c  of  the  Dunneahoudah . 

*c  And  the  Eternal  one  fpake  again 
“  unto  J5 iftnoo  and  faid. —  I  will  form 
tc  bodies  for  each  of  the  delinquent 
u  Debt  ah ,  which  (hall  for  a  fpace  be 
*£  their  prifon  and  habitation  $  in  the 
“  confines  of  which,  they  (hall  be  fub- 
“jedt  to  natural  evils,  in  proportion 
“  to  the  degree  of  their  original  guilt.— 
*c  Do  thou  go,  and  command  them  to 
<c  hold  tliemfelves  prepared  to  enter 

therein,  and  they  (hall  obey  thee. 

u  And  Biflnoo  flood  again  before  the 
“  throne,  and  bowed  and  faid,  Eternal 
“  one,  thy  commands  are  fulfilled.— 
“  And  the  faithful  angelic  hoft,  ftood 
(€  again  aftonifhed,  at  the  wonders 
“  they  heard,  and  fung  forth  the  praife 
“  and  mercy  of  the  Eternal  one. 

<c  When  all  was  huftied  !  the  Eternal 
<c  one  faid  again  unto  Bijinoo ,  The  bodies 
<c  which  I  will  prepare  for  the  recep- 
<c  tion  of  the  rebellious  Debtah>  (hall 
i(  be  fubjedt  to  change,  decay,  death. 
Part  II.  E  “  and 
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£<  and  renewal,  from  the  principles 
<c  wherewith  I  (hall  form  them ;  and 
<c  through  thefe  mortal  bodies,  fhall  the 
t€  delinquent  Debt  ah  undergo  alternately 
*c  eighty  j even  changes,  or  iranfmigra - 
€C  tions ;  fubjedt  more  or  lefs,  to  the 
(C  confequences  of  natural  and  moral 
<c  evil,  in  a  juft  proportion  to  the  de- 
u  gree  of  their  original  guilt,  and  as 
<c  their  adtions  through  thofe  fucceffive 
€€  forms,  (hall  correspond  with  the  li- 
c<  mited  powers  which  I  fhall  annex 
<c  to  each ; — and  this  fhall  be  their 
c<  ftate  of  punijhment  and  purgation. 

“  And  it  fhall  be, — That  when  the 
ct  rebellious  Debtah  fhall  have  accom- 
i(  plifhed  and  palfed  through  the  eighty 
<£  Seven  tranfmigrations — they  fhall  from 
“  my  abundant  favor,  animate  a  new 

form,  and  thou  Biftnoo  fhalt  call  it 
**  Ghoij  *. 

And  it  fhall  be,- — That  when  the 
u  mortal  body  of  the  Ghoij  fhall  by  a 
<f  natural  decay,  become  inanimate,  the 
€t  delinquent  Debtah  fhall,  from  my 
€C  more  abundant  favor,  animate  the 


*  Ghoij ,  the  cow  ;  Ghoij al,  cows ;  Goijalbarry ,  a 
cow-houfe. 

<c  form 


.  t€ 
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form  of  Mhurd  *, — and  in  this  form 
**  I  will  enlarge  their  intelledtual  powers, 
even  as  when  I  firfl  created  them  free; 
and  in  this  form  fhall  be  their  chief 
flate  of  their  trial  and  probation . 

“  The  Ghoij  fhall  be  by  the  delin- 
<c  quent  Debtah ,  deemed  facred  and 
holy,  for  it  fhall  yield  them  a  new 
“  and  more  deledtable  food,  and  eafe 
*c  them  of  part  of  the  labor,  to  which 
<c  I  have  doomed  them. — And  they 
tc  fhall  not  eat  of  the  Ghoijy  nor  of  the 
“  flefh  of  any  of  the  mortal  bodies, 
which  1  fhall  prepare  for  their  habita- 
<c  tion,  whether  it  creepeth  on  Murto ,  or 
“  fwimmeth  in  Jhoale  *f*,  or  flveth  in 
**  Oujlmaan  J,  for  their  food  fhall  be 
<c  the  rmilk  of  the  Ghoijy  and  the  fruits 
*c  of  Murto . 

<c  The  mortal  forms  wherewith  I 
u  fhall  encompafs  the  delinquent  Deb - 
(t  tab  are  the  work  of  my  hand,  they 
<c  fhall  not  be  deflroyed,  but  left  to 
“  their  natural  decay;  therefore  which- 
<c  foever '  of  the  Debtahy  fhall  by  de~ 

*  Mhurdy  the  common  name  of  tnany  from  Murto  y 
matter,  or  earth. 

+  Jhoale y  water,  fluid.  J  The  air, 

E  2  figned 
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u  figned  violence  bring  about  the  dif- 
4C  folution  of  the  mortal  forms,  ani- 
“  mated  by  their  delinquent  brethren, 
44  — Thou  Sieb,  fhalt  plunge  the  of- 
*c  fending  fpirit  into  the  Onderah ,  for 
c<  a  fpace,  and  he  fhall  be  doomed  to 
“  pafs  again  the  eighty-nine  tranfmi- 
grations,  whatfoever  ftage  he  may 
<c  be  arrived  to,  at  the  time  of  fuch 
*c  his  offence. — But  whofoever  of  the 
u  delinquent  Debtab ,  fhall  dare  to  free 
himfelf  by  violence,  from  the  mortal 
**  form,  wherewith  I  fhall  inclofe  him, 
‘c  — Thou  Sieb  fhalt  plunge  him  into 

“  the  Onderah  for  ever. - He  fhall 

*£  not  again  have  the  benefit  of  the 
“  fifteen  Boboons  of  purgation,  proba- 
*c  tion,  and  purification. 

cc  And  I  will  diftinguifh  by  tribes  and 
sc  kinds,  the  mortal  bodies  which  1  have 
4t  deftined  for  the  punifhment  of  the 
44  delinquent Debtah,  and  to  thefebodies 
C(  I  will  give  different  forms,  qualities 
44  and  faculties,  and  they  fhall  unite  and 
propagate  each  other  in  their  tribe 
and  kind,  according  to  a  natural 
*c  impuife  which  I  will  implant  in 
s£  them  ^  and  from  this  natural  union, 
there  fha!l  proceed  a  lucceffion  of 

t€  forms ; 
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€(  forms ;  each  in  his  kind  and  tribe, 

<e  that  the  progreffive  tranfmigrations  of 
“  the  delinquent  fpirits,  may  not  ceafe. 

c<  But  whofoever  of  the  delinquent 
c<  Debt  ah  fhall  unite  with  any  form  out 
<t  of  his  own  tribe  and  kind  ;  thou 
Sieb  fhalt  plunge  the  offending  fpirit 
<c  into  the  Onderah,  for  a  fpace,  and 
he  fhall  be  doomed  to  pafs  through 
the  eighty-nine  transmigrations.,  at 
cc  whatfoever  ftage  he  may  be  arrived,  * 
at  the  time  he  committed  fiich  oft- 
fence* 

“  And  if  any  of  the  delinquent 
*c  Debtah  fhall  (contrary  to  the  natural 
“  impulfe  which  I  fhall  implant  in  the 
4C  forms  which  they  fhall  animate)  dare 
“  to  unite  in  fuch  unnatural  wife,  as 
may  fruftrate  the  increafe  of  his 
“  tribe  and  kind;  thou  Sieb  fhalt  plunge 
ic  them  into  the  Onderah  for  ever.- — 

<c  And  they  fhall  not  again  be  entitled 
u  to  the  benefit  of  the  fifteen  Eobcom 
‘c  of  purgation,  probation  and  purifi~ 

4C  cation* 

* 

<c  The  delinquent  and  unhappy  Deb- 
u  tab ,  fhall  yet  have  it  in  their  power, 

E  3  u  to 
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to  leflen  and  foften  their  pains  and 
cc  punifhment,  by  the  fweet  intercourfe 
“  of  focial  compacts ;  and  if  they  love 
tc  and  cherifh  one  another,  and  do  mu- 
4t  tual  good  offices,  and  affift  and  en- 
<c  courage  each  other  in  the  work  of 
“  repentance  for  their  crime  of  difobe- 
<e  dience ;  I  will  ftrengthen  their 
“  good  intentions,  and  they  fhall  find 

<c  favor. - But  if  they  perfecute  one 

“  another,  I  will  comfort  the  perfecuted, 
<c  and  the  perfecutors  fhall  never  enter 
u  the  ninth  Boboon ,  even  the  jirft  Bo - 
*£  boon  of  purification. 

<c  And  it  fhall  be, — That  if  the  Deb* 
€t  tab  benefit  themfelves  of  my  favor 
in  their  eighty-ninth  tranfmigration 
il  of  Mhurd ,  by  repentance  and  good 
<c  works,  thou  Btjinoo  fhalt  receive 
“  them  into  thybofom  and  convey  them 
€i  to  the  fecond  Boboon  of  punifhment 
u  and  purgation,  and  in  this  wife  fhalt 
thou  do,  until  they  have  palled  pro- 
<£  greffively  the  eight  Boboons  of  punifh- 
41  ment,  purgation,  and  probation,  when 
their  punifhment  fhall  ceafe,  and  thou 
66  fhalt  convey  them  to  the  ninth  ;  even 
“  the  fir  ft  Boboon  of  purification* 

Si  But 


(  55  ) 

<c  Bat  it  fhall  be, — That  if  the  re- 
*c  bellious  Debtahy  do  not  benefit  of 
my  favor  in  the  eighty-ninth  tranf- 
<c  migration  of  Mhurd ,  according  to 
<c  the  powers,  wherewith  I  will  invert: 
**  them  Thou  Sieb>  fhalt  return  them 
*c  for  a  fpace  into  the  Onderab ,  and 
“  from  thence  after  a  time  which  I 
“  (hall  appoint,  Bijinoo  fhall  replace 
**  them  in  the  lowed:  Boboon  of  punifh-r 
*c  ment  and  purgation  for  a  fecond 
ec  trial ; — and  in  this  wife  fhall  they 
44  fuffer,  until  by  their  repentance  and 
“  perfeverance  in  good  works,  during 
their  eighty-ninth  mortal  tranfmigra- 
“  tion  of  Mhurdy  they  fhall  attain  the 
44  ninth  Boboon ,  even  the  firfl  of  the 
“  feven  Boboons  of  purification. — For  it 
<c  is  decreed  that  the  rebellious  Debtab 
4t  fhall  not  enter  the  Mahah  Surgot 
“  nor  behold  my  face,  until  they  have 
“  parted  the  eight  Boboons  of  punifh- 
<c  ment,  and  the  feven  Boboons  of  pu~ 
14  rificatiom 

u  When  the  angelic  faithful  hort, 
“  heard  all  that  the  Eternal  one  had 
€€  fpoken,  and  decreed,  concerning  the 
“  rebellious  Debtah ;  they  fang  forth 
u  his  praife,  his  power,  and  juftice. 

E  4  14  When 
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u  When  all  was  hufhed  !  the  Eternal 
one  faid  to  the  angelic  heft,  I  will 
44  extend  my  grace  to  the  rebellious 
“  Debt  ah ,  for  a  certain  fpace,  which  I 
“  will  divide  into  four  Jogues  In  the 
4£  firft  of  the  four  Jcgues ,  I  will,  that 
“  the  term  of  their  probation  in  the 
<c  eighty-ninth tranfmigration  of  Mhurdy 
44  fhall  extend  to  ioo,ooq  years— in 
“  the  fecond  of  the  four  Jogues ,  their 
<c  term  of  their  probation  in  Mhurd> 
iC  fhall  be  abridged  to  io,ooo  years — - 
44  in  the  third  of  the  four  Jogues^  it 
“  fhall  be  yet  abridged  to  1000  years 
*c  —and  in  the  fourth  Jogue  to  one 
<c  ioo  years  only. — And  the  angelic 
<c  hoft,  celebrated  in  fhouts  of  joy,  the 
<c  mercy  and  forbearance  of  God. 

<4  When  all  was  hufhed  !  the  Eter- 
naloNE  faid.  It  fhall  be, — -That  when 
44  the  fpace  of  time,  which  I  have 
decreed  for  the  duration  of  the  Dun-* 
4£  neahoudab ,  and  the  fpace  which  my 
u  mercy  has  allotted  for  the  probation 
*c  of  the  fallen  Debtab,  fhall  be  ac- 
*£  com  pi  iflied  ?  by  the  revolutions  of  the 
*  44  four  Jogues , — in  that  day,  fliould 

?c  there  be  any  of  them  who  remaining 

^  J°&uesi  ages?  precife  periods  of  time. 

i(  reprobate. 
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4g  reprobate,  have  not  pafled  the  eighth 
6C  Boboon  of  punifhment  and  probation, 
t€  and  have  not  entered  the  ninth  Bo- 
iC  boon ,  even  the  firft  Boboon  of  purifi- 
u  cation  5 — thou  Sieb  fhait,  armed  with 
iC  my  power,  caft  them  into  the  Onde - 
<c  rah  for  ever.  —  And  thou  fhaJt  then 
“  deftroy  the  eight  Boboons  of  punifh- 
*c  ment,  purgation  and  probation,  and 
“  they  (hall  be  no  more. — And  thou 
<c  Bijinoo  fhait  yet  for  a  fpace  preferve 
“  the  feven  Boboons  of  purification , 
<f  until  th zDebtah,  who  have  benefited 
“  of  my  grace  and  mercy,  have  by  thee 

<£  been  purified  from  their  fin  - . 

<e  and  in  the  day  when  that  fhall  be 
«c  accomplifhed,  and  they  are  reftored 
to  their  ftate,  and  admitted  to  my 
((  prefence,-^-thou  Sieb  fhait  then  de- 
<c  ftroy  the  feven  Boboons  of  purification, 
cc  and  they  fhall  be  no  more, 

<c  And  the  angelic  faithful  hoft  trem- 
€t  bled  at  the  power,  and  words  of 
“  the  Eternal  qne, 

«  The  Eternal  one,  fpoke  again  and 
cc  faid. — I  have  not  withheld  my  mercy 
from  Moifafoor ,  Rhaboony  and  the 
**  reft  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellious 

Debt  ah  $ 
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c*  Deb  tab ; - but  as  they  thirfted  for 

<c  power,  I  will  enlarge  their  powers  of 

€€  evil ; - they  (hall  have  liberty  to 

4c  pervade,  and  enter  into  the  eight 
Boboons  of  purgation  and  probation, 
u  and  the  delinquent  Debtah ,  fhall  be 
expofed  and  open  to  the  fame  temp- 
€C  tations,  that  firft  inftigated  their  re- 
“  volt :  but  the  exertion  of  thofe  en- 
€i  larged  powers,  which  I  will  give  to 
<£  the  rebellious  leaders,  fhall  be  to  them , 
i5  the  fource  of  aggravated  guilt,  and 
€t  punifihment;  and  the  refiftance  made 
€c  to  their  temptations,  by  the  perverted 
Debtah  ;  fhall  be  to  me  the  great 
^  proof  of  the  iincerity  of  their  forrow 
and  repentance. 

“The  Eternal  one  ceafed, — And 

i 

u  the  faithful  hoft  fhouted  forth  fongs 
of  praife  and  adoration,  mixed  with 
u  grief,  and  lamentation  for  the  fate 

4t  of  their  lapfed  brethren.- - They 

“  communed  amongft  themfelves,  and 
with  one  voice  by  the  mouth  of 
**  Bijlnooybefought  theEternal  one,  that 
“  they  might  have  permiffion  to  de- 
€t  fcend  occaiionally  to  the  eight  Bo - 
“  boom  of  punifhment,  and  purgation, 
“  to  affume  the  form  of  Mkurd>  and 

“  by 
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by  their  prefence,  council  and  ex- 
u  ample,  guard  the  unhappy  and  per- 
“  verted  Debt  ah,  again  ft  the  further 
*c  temptations  of  Moifafoor ,  and  the 
rebel  ious  leaders.— The  Eternal  one 
“  aflented,  and  the  faithful  heavenly 
ic  bands,  fhouted  their  fongs  of  glad- 
€<  nefs  and  thankfgiving. 

<c  When  all  was  hufhed  !  the  Eter- 
<c  nal  one  fpake  again  and  faid,-- Do  thou 
“  Birmah ,  arrayed  in  my  glory,  and 
**  armed  with  my  power,  defcend  to 
<c  the  loweft  Bboon  of  punifhment  and 
<c  purgation,  and  make  known  to  the 
<c  rebellious  Debtah ,  the  words  that  I 
<c  have  uttered,  and  the  decrees  which 
4C  I  have  pronounced  againft  them,  and 
€C  fee  they  enter  into  the  bodies,  which 
I  have  prepared  for  them, 

ic  And  Birmah  flood  before  the 
u  throne,  and  faid.  Eternal  one  1  have 
done  as  thou  haft  commanded. — - 
€C  The  delinquent  Debtah  rejoice  in 
u  thy  mercy,  confefs  thejufticeof  thy 
<c  decrees,  avow  their  forrow  and  re- 
<c  pentance,  and  have  entered  into  the 
f£  mortal  bodies  which  thou  haft  pre- 
**  pared  for  them/' 
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Remarks. 

HP  H  E  foregoing  is  almofi:  a  litteral  tranf- 
-*■  lation  from  the  Chart  ah  Bhade  of  Bra - 
mah ,  as  we  defpaired  of  reaching  the  fub- 
lime  ftile  and  didtion  of  the  original  5 — it 
will  not  we  hope  be  difpleafing  to  our  rea¬ 
der,  if  we  affift  his  memory  and  recollec¬ 
tion  by  a  recapitulation  of  the  ground  work 
of  thefe  dodrines,  prefented  to  him  in  one 
connedted  view ;  the  more  efpecialiy,  as  we 
fhall  alfo  be  thereby  the  better  enabled  to 
form  our  neceffary  explanatory  remarks. 

We  have  feen  that  the  original  divine  in- 
ftitutes  of  Bramah  are  Ample  and  fublime, 
comprehending  the  whole  compafs  of  all 
that  is ;  God,  Angels,  the  vifible  and  invi- 
fible  worlds,  man  and  beafts;  and  is  com¬ 
prized  under  the  following  articles  of  the 
Gentoo  creed.  To  wit< — 

<c  That  there  is  one  God,  eternal,  omni- 
fic,  omnipotent,  and  omnifcient,  in  all  things 
excepting  a  prefcience  of  the  future  adtions 
of  free  agents.— That  God  from  an  impulfe  of 
divine  love  and  goodnefs,  firft  created  three 
angelic  perfons  to  whom  he  gave  precedence, 

though  not  in  equal  degree - That  he 

afterwards 
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afterwards  from  the  fame  impulfe  created 
an  angelic  hoft,  whom  he  placed  in  fub- 
jedlion  to  Birniah  his  firft  created,  and  to 
Biftnoo  and  Sieb,  as  coadjutors  to  Birmah 
That  God  created  them  all  free,  and  intended 
they  lhould  all  be  partakers  of  his  glory  and 
beatitude,  on  the  eafv  conditions  of  their 
acknowledging  him  their  Creator,  and  paying 
obedience  to  him,  and  to  the  three  primary 
created  perfonages,  whom  he  had  put  over 
them. — That ,  in  procefs  of  time,  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  angelic  hoft  at  the  inftigation 
of  Mcifafcor  and  others  of  their  chief  lea¬ 
ders,  rebelled  and  denyed  the  fupremacy  of 
their  Creator,  and  refufed  obedience  to  his 
commands.  That  in  confequence  the  rebels 
were  excluded  heaven,  and  the  light  of  their 
Creator,  and  doomed  to  languilh  for  ever  in 
forrow  and  darknefs .  That,  after  a  time, 
by  the  intercefiion  of  the  three  primary, 
and  the  reft  of  the  faithful  angelic  beings, 
God  relented,  and  placed  the  delinquents  in 
a  more  fufferable  ftate  of  .punilhment  and 
probation,  with  powers  to  gain  their  loft 
happy  fituation. — That  for  that  purpofe  a 
new  creation  of  the  vifible  and  invifible 
worlds  inftantaneoully  took  place,  deftined 
for  the  delinquents. — That  the  new  creation 
confifted  of  fifteen  regions,  feven  below, 
and  feven  above  this  terraqueous  globe,  and 

that 
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that  this  globe  and  the  feven  regions  below 
it  are  ftages  of  punifhment  and  purgation, 
and  the  feven  above  ftages  of  purification, 
and  confequently  that  this  globe  is  the  eighth, 
laft  and  chief  ftage  of  punifhment,  purgation 
and  trial. — ‘ That  mortal  bodies  were  prepared 
by  God,  for  the  rebel  angels,  in  which  they 
were  for  a  fpace  to  be  imprifoned,  and  fub- 
je£t  to  natural  and  moral  evils,  more  or  lefs 
painful  in  proportion  to  their  original  guilt, 
and  through  which  they  were  doomed  to 
tranfmigrate  under  eighty-nine  different 
forms,  the  laft  into  that  of  man>  when  the 
powers  of  the  animating  rebel  fpirits,  are 
fuppofed  to  be  enlarged  equal  to  the  ftate 
of  their  firft  creation. — That  under  this  form 
God  refts  his  chief  expectations  of  their 
repentance  and  reftoration,  and  if  they  fail, 
and  continue  reprobate  under  this  form,  they 
are  returned  to  the  loweft  region,  and  fen- 
tenced  to  go  through  the  fame  courfe  of  pu- 
nifhment,  until  they  reach  the  ninth  region, 
or  firft  ftage  of  purification,  where  although 
they  ceafe  from  punifhment,  and  gain  re- 
miflion  and  forgivenefs  of  their  guilt  of 
rebellion;  yet,  they  are  not  permitted  to 
enter  heaven,  nor  behold  their  Creator,  be¬ 
fore  they  have  pafled  the  feven  regions  of 

purification. - That  the  rebel-leaders  had 

power  given  them  by  God,  to  enter  the 
4  eight 
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eight  regions  of  punifhment  and  probation, 
and  that  the  faithful  angelic  Spirits,  had  per- 
miffion  occafionally  to  defcend  to  thole  re¬ 
gions,  to  guard  the  delinquents  againft  the 
future  attempts  of  their  leaders. — And  thaty 
consequently,  the  fouls,  or  fpirits  which  ani¬ 
mate  every  mortal  form,  are  delinquent 
angels  in  a  ftate  of  punifhment,  for  a  lapfe 
from  innocence,  in  a  pre-exijlent  ftatef* 

We  will  prefume  to  fay,  that  the  difference 
between  the  dodtrines  hitherto  imputed,  to 
thefe  ancient  people,  when  compared  with 
the  original  tenets  of  the  Chartah  Bhade , 
will  now  appear  fo  obvious  to  the  learned 
and  curious  reader,  that  a  further  difcuffion 
of  this  point,  is  we  conceive  needlefs,  and 
would  in  truth  be  a  tacit  refle&ion  upon  his 
underftanding. - Yet  we  are  far  from  con¬ 

demning  the  authors,  who  have  treated  on 
this  fubjedtj  they  took  their  information  from 
the  beft  lights  they  had ; — it  is  only  to  be 
regretted,  that  in  place  of  drinking  at  the 
fountain  head,  they  have  Swallowed  the 
muddy  ftr earns  which  flowed  from  the  Cba- 
tab  and  Aughtorrah  Shades. — The  author  on 
his  departure  from  Bengal  in  the  year  1750, 
imagined  himfelf  well  informed  in  the  Gen- 
loo  religion,  his  knowledge  had  been  ac¬ 
quired  by  conventions  with  the  Bramim 

of 
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of  thofe  BhaJes  who  were  near,  as  little  ao 
quainted  with  the  Chartah  Bhade  of  Bra¬ 
mah,  as  he  was  himfelf,  and  he  had  then 
thoughts  of  obtruding  his  crude  notions  on 
the  public,  had  not  a  different  neceffary  ap¬ 
plication  of  his  time  luckily  prevented  him. 

When  we  perufe  fome  portions  of  Miltons 
account  of  the  rebellion  and  expulfion  of  the 
angels,  we  are  almoft  led  to  imagine,  on 
comparifon,  that  Bramah  and  he  were  both 
inftrudted  by  the  fame  fpirit ;  had  not  the 
foaring,  ungovernable,  inventive  genius  of 
the  latter,  itiftigated  him  to  illuftrate  his 
poem  with  fcenes  too  grofs  and  ludicrous, 
as  well  as  manifeftly  repugnant  to,  and  in- 
confiftent  with,  fentiments  we  ought  to  en¬ 
tertain  of  an  omnipotent  Being  (as  before 
remarked)  in  which  we  rather  fear  he  was 
infpired  by  one  of  thefe  malignant  fpirits 
(alluded  to  in  the  Shaflah  and  elfewhere) 
who  have  from  their  original  defection,  been 
the  declared  enemies  of  God  and  Man.— 
For  however  weare  aftonifhed  and  admire  the 
fublimity  of  Miltons  genius,  we  can  hardly 
fometimes  avoid  concluding  his  conceits  true- 
ly  diabolical.— But  this  by  the  by.— 

Our  readers  are  now  poffeffed  for  the  firffc 
time  of  a  faithful  account  of  the  Metemp - 
2  fychojis 


(  65  ) 

fychofis  of  the  Brami ns — commonly  cal!ed 
the  tranfmigration  of  fouls,  a  term  hitherto 
we  believe  little  underftood,  that  this  doo 
trine  was  originally  peculiar  to  the  Gentoos , 
will  not  admit  of  doubt*  although  in  after 
times  it  was  embraced  by  the  Egyptian  Magi, 
and  by  fome  feds  amongft  the  Chinefe  and 
‘Tartars.— Pythagoras,  who  favored  this 
dodrine,  and  was  a  convert  to  it,  labored 
to  introduce  it  amongft  his  country-men  the 
Greeks ,  but  failed  in  the  attempt.  He  fuc- 
ceeded  better  with  them,  in  the  theogony,  cof- 
mogony  and  mythology  of  the  Bramins 
Aughtorrah  Bhade  Shaft  ah ,  although  thefe 
conftituted  no  part  of  the  original  theology 
of  Bramah . 

.  .j*  '  , 

As  we  have  referved  a  part  exprefly  for  a 
differtation  on  the  dodrine  of  the  Metemp - 
fychoftsy  we  will  avoid  further  mention  of  it 
here ;  but  as  the  Bramins  of  the  Chat  ah  and 
Aughtorrah  Bhade sy  inculcate  and  teach  many 
corollary  branches  of  dodrine  which  Ipring 
from  this  root,  it  is  neceffary  that  we  recite 
a  few  of  the  moft  eftablifhed  ones. 

u  When  the  delinquent  Debt  ah >  by  the 
mediation  of  Birmah ,  Biftnoo  and  Moifoor , 
and  the  faithful  angelic  hoft,  were  releafed 
from  the  Order  ah,  all*  except  Moifajoory 

Fart  II.  p  Rhaabon , 
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Rhaabon,  and  the  reft  of  the  rebel  leaders, 
were  fo  ftruck  with  the  goodnefs  and  mercy 
of  the  Eternal  one,  that  they  perfevered  in  a 
pious  refignation  and  true  penitence,  during 
the  fix  ft  of  the  four  Jogues ,  and  multitudes 
afcended,  and  palled  through  the  fifteen 
Baboons ,  and  regained  their  forfeited  eftate. 
——This  period  of  time  is  called  in  the  Sbqf 
tab  the  Suttee  Jogue ,  when  the  term  of  the 
fpirits  probation  in  Mhurd,  was  extended 
to  one  hundred  thoufand  years. 

<e  In  the  fecond  of  the four  Jogues ,  Moifafoor 
and  the  rebel  leaders  fo  effectually  exerted 
their  influence  over  the  delinquent  Debtahy 
that  they  foon  began  to  forget  their  crime 
and  difregard  their  punifhment  in  the  Onde - 
rah‘j  they  rejected  the  councils  and  examples 
of  the  guardian  Debtab ,  and  flood  a  fecond 
time  in  defiance  of  their  Creator  ;  and  Moifa - 
foor  drew  over  one  third  of  the  remaining 
unpurified  fpirits.— —This  period  is  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  Shafiah ,  by  the  name  of  the 
'fir tab  Jogue  9  in  which  the  Eternal  one 
retrenched  the  term  of  the  fpirits  probation 
in  Mhurd ,  to  ten  thoufand  years.  In  this 

j 

Jogue  however,  many  perfevered  in  good¬ 
nefs,  afcended  through  the  fifteen  Boboons , 
and  regained  the  Mabah  Surgo. 
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£c  In  the  third  of  the  four  Jogues,  Moifafoor  $ 
influence  increafed,  and  he  drew  over  half 
of  the  remaining  unpurified  fpirits,  in  each 
of  the  eight  Boboons  of  punifhment  and  pro¬ 
bation,  This  period  is  called  in  the  Shaft  ah > 
the  Duapaar ,  or  Dwapaar  Jogue,  in  which 
the  term  of  probation  in  Mhurd ,  was  re¬ 
duced  to  one  thou  fa  nd  years  ;  yet  in  this 
Jogue  there  were  many  who  afcended  and 
regained  the  Mahah  Surgo. 

<c  In  the  fourth  Jogue ,  Moifafoor  acquired 
as  full  poffeffion  of  the  hearts  of  the  remaining 
delinquent  Debtah  as  when  they  fir  ft  rofe 
in  rebellion  with  him,  with  very  few  ex¬ 
ceptions  ;  this  period  in  the  Shajlah  is  called 
the  Kolee  Jogue ,  in  which  the  term  of  pro¬ 
bation  in  Mhurd  is  limited  to  one  hundred 
years  only. — Yet  even  this  Jogue  affords  fome 
inftances  of  the  delinquent  fpirits  furmount¬ 
ing  the  eight  lower  Boboons ,  by  penitence 
and  good  works ;  notwithstanding  the  un¬ 
wearied  diligence  of  Moifafoor ,  Rhaaboon,  and 
the  reft  of  the  rebellious  leaders,  and  delin¬ 
quent  Debtah ,  who  had  a  fecond  time  fallen 
under  his  influence/’ 

The  four  Jogues  or  ages  having  been  fo 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  laft  paragraphs, 
we  cannot  do  better  than  explain  their  mean- 
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Ing  here,  as  fuch  explanation  would  proven 
too  long  for  a  note,  it  may  be  remembered, 
they  are  called  the  Suttee  Jogue ,  the  Tirtah 
y°gue >  the  Dupaar  jogue,  and  the  Kolee 
Jogue  ,  we  will  fpeak  to  each  in  their  order. 

The  Suttee  Jogue ,  or  the  firft  age,  literally 
the  age  of  truth,  figuratively  the  age  of 
goodnefs  ; — in  this  age  Endeer  is  fabled  to  be 
born,  according  to  the  Aughtorrah  Bhade 
a  n  d  a  p  p  o  i  n  t  e  d  K  i  n  g  o  f  t  h  e  U  n  i  v  e  r  fe — the  w  o  r  d 
Endeer  literally  fignifies  good,  and  is  in 
that  Shajlab  oppofed  to  Moifafoor  or  evil, 
and  the  various  battles  laid  to  be  fought  be¬ 
tween  this  rebel  anael  and  Endeer ,  and  theif 
defcendants  in  every  Jogue ,  allegorically  ex¬ 
hibit  the  conflicts  and  progrefs  of  good  and 
evil  in  the  univerfe ;  Endeer  $  being  ap¬ 
pointed  univerfal  Monarch  in  the  Suttee 
Jogue ,  alludes  to  the  ftate  of  the  delin¬ 
quent  Debt  ah  in  this  age,  upon  their  emer¬ 
ging  from  the  Qnderah ,  when  the  impref- 
lion  of  God's  mercy  afted  fo  powerfully  on 
their  hearts,  as  to  preferve  them  in  penitence 
and  purity,  during  this  age,  notwithstanding 
the  utmoft  efforts  of  Moifafoor  (or  evil )  and 
bis  adherents,  to  engage  them  in  a  fecond 
defection.— From  the  word  Suttee  (truth) 
the  word  Sanfah  in  Ben  gals,  and  Sutch ,  in 
the  Moors  are  derived, — -any  one  acquainted 
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In  the  leaft  degree  with  thofe  tongues,  knows 
that  the  phrafe  Sanfah  Kotah ,  in  the  one, 
and  Sutch  Bhaat ,  in  the  other,  is  commonly 
ufed  to  affert  the  verity  of  any  thing  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  limply  fignifies,  words  of  truth. 

The  'Uriah  Jogue,  or  fecond  age.— — -By 
the  term  prefixed  to  this  age,  the  order  of 
the  Rogues  fhould  feem  inverted,  as  the  word 
in  its  fimple  conftrudion  fignifies  third.— 
The  words,  teen ,  tar  ah ,  tife,  trefe ,  and  tetrefe, 
which  exprels  the  numbers  three,  thirteen, 
twenty-three,  thirty  and  thirty-three,  are  all 
derivatives  from  the  Sanfcrzt,  cTirtah ,  or 
'lirtea,  as  it  is  fometimes  wrote,  and  means 
the  third,  but  oftener  the  third  part ,  as  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  where  the  term  Tirtah 
Jogue  given  to  the  fecond  age,  is  all  olive  to 
the  fecond  defedion  of  one  third  of  the  re¬ 
maining  unpurified  delinquent  fpirits,  from 
that  penitence  and  purity  \)vhich  governed 
them  in  the  Suttee  Jogue.— In  this  age  Rhaam 
is  fabled  to  be  born  for  the  protedion  of  the 
delinquent  Debtah,  againft  the  fnares  and 
attempt  of  Moijafoor  and  his  adherents.— 
The  word  Rhaam  in  the  Sanfcrit,  literally 
fignifies  protedor,  but  in  many  parts  of  the 
Aughtorrah  Bhade  this  perfonage  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  more  extended  fenfe,  as  the  pro¬ 
tedor  of  kingdoms,  dates  and  property.— 
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Rhaam  !  Rhaam  !  is  ufed  as  a  pious  falu  ra¬ 
tion,  between  two  Gent  60s  when  they  meet 
in  the  morning,  thereby  recommending  each 
other’s  perfon  and  property  to  the  protection 
of  this  Demi -god. 

Th q  Duapaar  Jogue,  or  third  age.— This 
term  prefixed  to  the  third  age,  alludes  to 
the  iecond  defection  from  penitence  and 
goodnefs  of  one  half  of  the  remaining  unpu- 
fined  Debfah—dua,  or  dwa  fimply  fignifies, 
two,  or  the  fecond,  but  here  by  the  addition 
of  paar ,  it  means  the  half ;  thus  duapaar 
deen ,  exprefifes  half  the  day,  and  duapaar 
rhaat  half  the  night,— that  is  if  the  phrafe 
iffues  from  the  mouth  of  a  polite  Gentoo — 
but  the  vulgar  would  fay  adah  deen  and  adah 
rhaat ,  adah  being  the  common  Bengal  word 
for  half.' — -In  the  beginning  of  this  Jogue 
the  Aught  or  rah  Shade  fixes  the  birth  of  Kif- 
fen  Raghoor- — -  The  word  hi  (Jen  in  the  San- 
fcrit  fig  nudes  a  fcourge,  and  this  being  is 
in  that  Bhade  frequently  diflinguffhed  as  the 
fcourge  of  tyrants  and  tyranny.- — Ragoor  li¬ 
terally  means  revered ,  rejpe£ted>  and  is  a  com¬ 
mon  appellation  given  to  Bramins . 

The  Kolee  Jogue ,  or  the  fourth  and  pre¬ 
feint  age.- — Kolee  in  the  Sanfcrit  fignifi.es  cor¬ 
ruption,  pollution,  impuritv,  confequently 
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Kolee  Jogue  means  the  age  of  pollution.— 
In  this  age  (fay  the  Bramins)  children  (hall 
bear  falfe  witnefs  againft  their  parents,  and 
before  the  expiration  of  it— the  feature  of 
the  Mhurd  by  the  wicked  nefs  of  the  rebel¬ 
lious  Debtah  that  animates  it,  fhall  be  fo  re¬ 
duced,  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  pluck  a 
Bygon  ( berengelah  *)  without  the  help  of  a 
hooked  flick.— We  have  often,  whilft  at  the 
head  of  the  judicial  court  of  Cut  cherry  at 
Calcutta ,  heard  the  mo  ft  atrocious  murders 
and  crimes  confefled,  and  an  extenuation  of 
them  attempted,  by  pleading,  it  was  the 
Kolee  Jogue.— How  far  the  poetical  conceits 
of  Ovid ,  and  others,  touching  the  golden, 
&c.  ages,  have  been  framed  from  Bramah’s 
Jour  J agues ,  we  leave  to  the  inveftigation  of 
the  curious. 

It  is  an  eftablifhed  dodtrine  of  the  Amh - 

o 

torrah  Bhade ,  that  the  three  primary  created 
perfonages,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  angelic  faithful  fpirits,  have  from  time 
to  time  according  to  the  permifiion  given 
them  by  God,  defeended  to  the  eight  Ba¬ 
boons  of  punifhment,  and  have  voluntarily 
fubjedted  themfelves  to  the  feelings  of  na¬ 
tural  and  moral  evil,  for  the  fake  of  their 
brethren,  the  delinquent  Debtah .  And  to 

*  The  Egg  Plant . 
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this  end,  have  undergone  the  eighty-nine 
tranfmigrations  *  ;  and  that  it  is  thofe  bene¬ 
volent  fpirits,  who  have  at  different  times 
appeared  on  this  earthly  region,  under  the 
mortal  forms  and  names  of  Endeer ,  Bra¬ 
mah,  Juggernaut^  KiJJen  Eagoor,  Rhaam , 
Luc  con ,  Kalkee ,  (or  KalleeJ  Surfuttee ,  Gz//z- 
Kartic ,  &c. — That  have  oppofed  and 
fought  againft  Moifajoor ,  Rhaabon ,  and  their 
iniquitous  adherents — —and  have  proved 
themfelves  under  the  various  characters  of 
Kings,  Generals,  Philofophers,  Lawgivers 
and  Prophets,  fhining  examples  to  the  de¬ 
linquent  Debt  ah,  of  ftupendous  courage,  for¬ 
titude,  purity  and  piety.— That  their  vibra¬ 
tions  were  frequent  during  the  Eirtah ,  and 
Duapaar  jogues,  but  rare  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Kolee  Jogue ,  becaufe  in 
this  age  the  delinquent  Debtah  in'  general  are 
deemed  utterly  reprobate,  and  hardened  in 
their  wickednefs  beyond  the  power  of  coun¬ 
cil  or  example  ;  fo  that  they  are  in  a  manner 
left,  and  given  up  to  their  own  powers ,  and 
abandoned  to  the  full  influence  of  Moi- 
fafoor — But  that  there  are  frill  in  every 

*  Hence  the  Gentoos  dread  of  killing  even  by  acci¬ 
dent  any  thing  that  has  life,  as  thereby  they  may  not 
only  diipoiTefs  the  fpirits  of  their  allied  Debtah ,  but 
alfo,  thofe  ot  the  celeftial  Debtah ,  who  are  working 
for  their  redemption. 
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period  of  time  fome  few  inftances  of  the  de¬ 
linquents  exertion  of  their  own  powers  for 
their  falvation,  and  that  when  this  is  mani- 
feft  to  God,  he  permits  the  celeftial  Debt  ah 
invifibly  to  aid,  confirm,  and  fupport  them. 

Although  the  Shajlah  of  Bramah  denies 
the  prefcience  of  God  refpeding  the  actions 
of  free-agents,  yet  the  'Bra mins  maintain 
that  his  knowledge  extends  to  the  thoughts  of 
every  created  being,  and  that  the  moment  a 
thought  is  conceived  by  the  foul  or  fpirit,  it 
is  fympathetically  conveyed  to  God. — It  is 
upon  this  principle  that  the  adorations,  pray¬ 
ers,  petitions  and  thankfgivings,  which  the 
Gentoos  prefer  to  the  Deity  himfelf  are  offered 
in  folemn  filence;  but  it  is  not  fo  with  regard 
to  the  invocations  and  worfhip,  inftituted  by 
the  Aughtorrah  Shade  to  be  paid  to  the  fub- 
ordinate  celeftial  beings,  for  thefe  are  ad- 
dreffed  in  loud  prayer,  joined  to  the  clahg 
of  various  mufical  inftruments. 

We  have  already  (lightly  touched  on  the 
religious  veneration  paid  to  the  Ghoij  in  a 
particular  diftrid  of  Bengali ,  although  it  is 
beyond  doubt,  that  their  devotion  to  this  ani¬ 
mal  was  univerfal  throughout  Indojlan  in 
former  times.— The  original  fource  of  this 
regard,  was  of  a  two  fold  nature,  as  a  reli¬ 
gious 
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gious  and  political  inftitution:  fir  ft,  in  a  reli¬ 
gious  fenfe ;  as  holding  in  the  rotation  of  the 
Metempjychojis ,  the  rank  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  human  form  ;  this  conception  is 
the  true  caufe  of  that  devout,  'and  fometimes 
enthufiaftic  veneration  paid  to  this  animated 
form,  for  the  Bramins  inculcate  that  when 
the  Ghoij  fuffers  death  by  accident  or  vio¬ 
lence,  or  through  the  negiedi  of  the  owner, 
it  is  a  token  of  God's  wrath  againft  the 
wickednefs  of  the  fpirit  of  the  proprietor , 
who  from  thence  is  warned  that  at  the  diflb- 
lution  of  his  human  form,  he  will  not  be 
deemed  worthy  of  entering  the  firft  Roboon  of 
purification,  but  be  again  condemned  to  return 
to  the  lowed  region  of  punifhment :  hence 
it  is,  that  not  only  mourning  and  lamenta¬ 
tion  enfue  on  the  violent  death  of  either  cow 
or  calf— but  the  proprietor  is  frequently  en¬ 
joined,  and  oftener  voluntarily  undertakes,  a 
three  years  pilgrimage  in  expiation  of  his 
crime,  forfaking  his  family,  friends  and  re¬ 
lations,  he  fubfifts  dpring  his  pilgrimage  on 
charity  and  alms.— It  is  worthy  remark, 
that  the  penitent  thus  ci  ream  (lanced,  ever 
meets  with  the  deeped  eommiferation3  as  his 
date  is  deemed  truely  pitiable;  two  instances 
have  fallen  within  our  own  knowledge  where 
the  penitents  have  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  and  a  pilgrimage  during  the 
term  of  their  life. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  the  Ghoij  is  venerated  by  the 
Gentoos  in  a  political  fenfe,  as  being  the  moil 
ufeful  and  neceffary  of  the  whole  animal 
creation,  to  a  people  forbid  feeding  on 
fled},  or  on  any  thing  that  had  breathed  the 
breath  of  life ;  for  it  not  only  yielded  to 
them  deledtable  food,  bot  was  otherways 
e (Ten dally  ferviceable  in  the  cultivation  of 
their  lands  ;  on  which  depended  their  ve¬ 
getable  fubfiftence. 

The  Gentoos  hold  that  the  females  of  all 
animated  forms  are,  more  or  lels,  favored  of 
God,  but  more  eminently  in  the  form  of 
Moiyah  in  the  eighty-ninth  t  rani  migra¬ 
tion  ;  the  word  fignifies  excellent ,  and  is  ap-* 
plied  to  the  female  of  Mhurd ;  Rhaan  is  the 
common  name  for  woman,  though  it  ufually 
means  a  married  Moiyah ,  and  the  Gentoo 
Prio, ceffes  have  no  higher  title  than  Rhaanee . 
The  female  or  Moiyah  of  Mhurd ,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  animated  by  the  mod  benign  and 
lead;  culpable  of  the  apoftate  angels,  and 
that  from  this  form,  in  every  period  of 
the  four  jogues ,  an  infinitely  greater  number 
of  the  delinquent  fpirits,  have  entered  the 
firft  region  of  purification,  than  from  the 
form  of  'Mhurd . 

The  fudden  death  of  infants,  the  Bramins 
fay,  marks  the  fpirit  favored  of  God,  and 
7  that 
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that  it  is  immediately  received  into  the  bofom 
of  Bifinoo ,  (the  preferver)  and  conveyed  to 
the  firfl  region  of  purification.— The  fudden 
death  of  adults,  on  the  contrary,  they  pro¬ 
nounce  a  mark  of  God’s  wrath  againft  the 
animating  fpirit,  as  it’s  term  of  probation  in 
Mhurd ,  is  cut  fhort.— — The  great  age  of 
man,  when  it  is  accompanied  with  the  en¬ 
joyments  of  his  faculties  and  underftanding, 
is  pronounced  by  the  Bramins  to  be  the 
greateft  biefiing  God  can  beftow  upon  this 
mortal  fiate,  as  thereby  the  term  of  the 
fpirits  probation  is  prolonged  ;  adding  that  the 
limited  fpace  of  one  hundred  years,  decreed 
by  God  in  the  prefeot  Kolee  Jogue,  is  full  fhort 
for  the  works  of  repentance  and  goodnefs, 
and  that  when  the  life  and  underftanding  is 
preferved  beyond  that  limited  term,  it  ought 
to  be  deemed  a  fignal  mark  of  God’s  fpecia! 
grace  and  favor. 

Longevity,  in  (what  we  call)  the  brute 
creation,  is  by  the  Bramins  efleemed  a  mark 
of  the  great  delinquency  of  the  fpirits  which 
animate  thofe  tribes,  becaufe  they  are  fo  long 
debarred  and  with-held  from  their  great  and 
chief  ftate  of  probation  in  Mhurd.— The 
Gentoos  eftimate  the  greater  or  lefler  delin¬ 
quency  of  the  apofiate  fpirits,  by  the  clafs 
of  mortal  forms  they  are  doomed  to  inhabit; 
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thus,  all  voracious  and  unclean  animals  are 
fuppofed  to  be  animated  by  the  moft  malig¬ 
nant  fpirits  5— if  a  hog  or  dog  touch  a  Gen- 
too ,  he  is  defiled,  not  from  the  animal  form, 
but  from  the  perfwafion,  that  the  Debtah 
animating  that  form,  is  a  malignant  fpirit. 
“Every  voracious  animal,  that  inhabits  the 
earth,  air  and  waters,  and  men  whofe  lives 
and  actions  are  publicly  and  atrocioufly 
wicked,  come  under  that  clafs  of  fpirits.—- 
On  the  contrary,  thofe  fpirits  that  animate 
the  forms  which  fubfift  on  vegetables,  and 
do  not  prey  upon  each  other,  are  pronounced 
favored  of  God* 

The  general  warfare  which  is  obferved  in 
the  animal  world,  whereby  the  deftrudtion 
of  one  fpecies  is  the  neceffary  fupport  and 
fubfiftence  of  others,  the  B  rami  ns  affert  is 
the  lot  of  punifhment  decreed  by  God  for 
the  moft  guilty  of  the  apoftate  angels,  who 
are  thereby  made  kis  inftruments  of  punifti- 
ment  to  each  other ,  every  of  thefe  tribes 
being  a  deftined  prey  to  one  another.-— The 
natural  enmity  which  fame  elaffes  of  ani¬ 
mals  bear  to  others,  whereby  they  live  in  a 
continued  ftate  of  war  and  contention,  when¬ 
ever  they  meet,  although  they  do  not  fob- 
lift  on  each  other,  proceeds  they  fay  from 
the  fame  caufe;  the  delinquent  Debtah  being 

deftined 
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deftined  as  a  punishment,  in  thofe  forms  to 
exercife  that  propenfity  to  hatred,  envy,  and 
animofity,  on  one  another,  which  they  had 
fo  impotently  dared  to  exert  againft  their 
Creator. 

The  rotation  of  animal  forms  deftined  for 
the  habitation  of  the  delinquent  Debt  ah ,  are 
not,  fay  the  Bramins ,  precifely  the  fame,  on 
repetition  of  the  eighty-,  nine  tranfmigrations  $ 
but  are  arbitrary  and  refts  with  the  will  of 
God  but  it  is  their  belief  that  the  leaf!: 
guilty  of  the  'Debt ah,  tranfmigrate  only 
through  thofe  forms  which  by  their  nature 
are  deftined  to  fubfift  on  the  vegetable  crea¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  the  three  changes  immediately 
preceding  the  fpirits  animating  the  Ghoij 
(that  is  the  eighty-fifth,  eighty-fixth,  and 
eighty-feventh)  are  into  the  moft  innocent 
of  the  fpecies  of  birds ,  the  goat  and  the 
Jheep ,  the  animals  moft  favored  of  God, 
next  to  the  Ghoij  and  Mhurd.— From  hence 
the  rigid  Bramins  execrate  with  bitternefs, 
the  cruelty  of  thofe  nations,  who  wickedly 
and  wantonly,  feledt  and  daughter  the  beft 
beloved  created  forms  of  God,  namely  the 
birds,  the  goat,  the  fheep,  and  the  cow, 
to  fatisfy  their  unnatural  Juft  of  appetite, 
in  defiance  not  only  to  his  exprefs  command 
and  prohibition,  but  in  oppofi.ion  to  the 

natural 


(  79  ) 

natural  and  obvious  conftrudtion  of  the 
mouth  and  digeftive  faculties  of  Mhurd^  which 
marks  him,  deftined  with  other  forms  moll 
favored  of  God,  to  feed  and  fubfift  on  the  fruits 
and  produce  of  the  earth  with  the  additional 
blefling  of  the  milk  of  the  Gboij ,  and  of 
other  animals.— For  this  degeneracy,  they 
account  no  otherwife,  than  pioufly  lamenting 
the  pitiable  Hate  of  Mhurd ,  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Kolee  Jogue ,  adding,  that 
by  juft  confequence  the  tranfgreffion  carries 
its  puniihment  along  with  it,  for  by  this  af- 
femblage  of  unnatural  and  forbidden  food, 
variety  of  difeafes  are  entailed,  which  cut 
inert  the  term  of  probation  in  Mhurd ,  by 
which  the  delinquent  fpirit  robs  himfelf  of 
more  than  half  of  that  fpaee  of  indulgence 
and  trial  which  his  Creator  has  gracioufiy 
beftowed  upon  him,  and  which,  he  by  a  frelh 
inftance  of  his  difobedience,  ungratefully 
rejedls. 

Ovid  in  his  fifteenth  book  of  Metamorpbo - 
fes  introduces  Pythagoras  dilfuading  mankind 
from  killing  and  feeding  on  his  fellow  crea¬ 
tures.  Our  readers  will  excufe  us,  if  we  trans¬ 
cribe  fuch  parts  of  his  pathetic  arguments, 
as  are  ftridtly  in  point  with  the  fubjeft  of  the 
preceding  paragraph. 

He 
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Ci  He  firft  the  tafte  of  fiefh,  from  tables  drove$ 
And  argued  well,  if  arguments  could  move. 

O  mortals  !  from  your  fellows  blood  abftain. 

Nor  taint  your  bodies*  with  a  food  prophane  ; 
While  corn  and  pulfe  by  nature  are  beftow’d. 

And  planted  orchards  bend  their  willing  load  ; 
While  labor’d  gardens  wholefome  herbs  produce^ 
And  teeming  vines,  afford  their  gen’rous  juice; 
Nor  tardier  fruits  of  cruder  kind  are  loft, 

I 

But  tam’d  by  fire  or  mellow’d  by  the  froft  ; 
While  kine  to  pails,  diftended  udders  bring. 

And  bees  their  honey,  redolent  of  fpring; 

While  earth,  not  only  can  your  needs  fupply. 

But  lavifli  of  her  ftores,  provides  for  luxury  ; 

A  guiltlefs  feaft,  adminifters  with  eafe. 

And  without  blood,  is  prodigal  to  pleafe  ; 

Wild  beafts.  their  maws,  with  their  ilain  breth’ren 
And  yet  not  all,-— for  fome  refufe  to  kill ; 

Sheep,  goats,  and  oxen,  and  the  nobler  fteed. 

On  browfe  and  corn,  and  fiow’ry  meadows  feed  ; 
Bears,  tigers,  wolves,  the  angry  lions  brood, 
Whom  heaven  endu’d  with  principles  of  blood,, 
He  wifely  funder’d,  from  the  reft  to  yell. 

In  foreft,  and  in  lonely  caves  to  dwell ; 

Where  ftronger  beafts,  opprefs  the  weak  by  night 
And  all  in  prey,  and  purple  feafts  delight. 

£C  O  impious  ufe  !  to  Nature’s  laws  oppofed, 

* 

Where  bowels  are,  in  others  bowels  clofed  ; 
Where  fatten’d,  by  their  fellow’s  fat  they  thrive. 
Maintain’d  by  murder,  and  by  death,  they  live  $ 
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5Tis  then  for  nought,  that  mother  Earth  provides 
The  ftores  of  all  {he  {hows,  and  all  {he  hides  $ 

If  men  with  fleftiy  morfels  muft  be  fed, 

And  chaw  with  bloody  teeth  the  breathing  bread  $ 
What  elfe  is  this,  but  to  devour  our  guefts^ 

And  barb’roufly  renew  Cyclopean  feafts. 

We  by  deftroying  life,  our  life  fuftain. 

And  gorge  th’  ungodly  maw,  with  meats  obfcene. 

6e  Not  fo  the  golden  age,  who  fed  on  fruit, 

Nor  durft  with  bloody  meals  their  mouths  pollute  $ 
Then  birds,  in  airy  fpace,  might  fafely  move* 

And  tim’rous  hares  on  heaths  fecurely  rove. 

Nor  needed  fifli  the  guileful  hooks  to  fear. 

For  all  was  peaceful,  and  that  peace  fincere. 
Whoever  was  the  wretch,  and  curs’d  be  he, 

That  envy’d  firft,  our  food’s  fimplicity  ; 

The  eflay  of  bloody  feafts,  on  brutes  began. 

And  after  forged  the  fword  to  murder  man  ; 

Had  he  the  ftiarpened  fteel,  alone  employed 
On  beafts  of  prey,  which  other  beafts  deftroyed. 

Or  man  invaded,  with  their  fangs  and  paws. 

This  had  been  juftifyed  by  Nature’s  laws. 

And  felf  defence  : — but  who  did  feafts  begin 
Of  flefh,  he  ftretch’d  neceflity,  to  fin. 

To  kill  man- killers,  man  has  lawful  power. 

But  not  the  extended  licence  to  devour, 

ct  Ill  habits  gather,  by  unfeen  degrees. 

As  brooks  make  rivers,  rivers  run  to  feas ; 

The  fow,  with  her  broad  fnout,  for  rooting  up, 

Th*  entrufted  feed,  was  judg’d  to  fpoil  the  crop  ; 

And  intercept  the  fweating  farmer’s  hope. 

Part  II,  G  The 
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The  covetous  churl,  of  unforgiving  kind* 

The  offender  to  the  bloody  prieft  refign’d  % 

Her  hunger  was  no  plea,  for  that  fhe  dy’d  ; 

The  goat  came  next  in  order  to  be  tried. 

The  goat  had  crop’d  the  tendrils  of  the  vine, 

In  vengeance  the  laity,  and  clergy  join, 

Where  one  had  loft  his  profit,  one  his  wine. 

Here  was,  at  leaft,  fome  fhadow  of  offence. 

The  fheep  was  facrificed,  on  no  pretence, 

But  meek,  and  unrefifting  innocence. 

A  patient,  ufeful  creature,  born  to  bear, 

The  warm  and  woolly  fleece,  that  cloth’dher  murderer » 
And  daily  to  give  down  the  milk  fhe  bred, 

A  tribute  for  the  grafs  on  which  fhe  fed  : 

Living  both  food  and  raiment  fhe  fupplies. 

And  is  of  leaft  advantage,  when  fhe  dies. 

<c  How  did  the  toiling  ox,  his  death  deferve, 

A  downright  fimple  drudge,  and  born  to  fervej 
O  tyrant !  with  what  juftice  can’ft  thou  hope  ? 

The  promife  of  the  year  a  plenteous  crop. 

When  thou  deftroy’ft  thy  lab’ring  fleer,  who  till’d 
And  plough’d  with  pain,  thy  elfe  ungrateful  field  j 
From  his  yet  reeking  neck,  to  draw  the  yoke. 

That  neck  with  which  the  furly  clods  he  broken 
And  to  the  hatchet,,  yield  thy  hufband  man. 

Who  finiihed  autumn,  and  the  fpring  began. 

Nor  this  alone  1  but  heaven  itfelf  to  bribe, 

We  to  the  gods,  our  impious  a£ls  afcribe ; 

Firft  recompence  with  death,  their  creatures  toil, 
Then  call  the  bleft  above  to  fhare  the  fpoil. 

Tfcs 
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The  faireft  vidfim,  mult  the  pow’rs  appeafe 
(So  fatal  ’tis  fometimes  too  much  to  pleafe) 

A  purple  fillet  his  broad  brow  adorns. 

With  flow’ry  garlands  crown’d  and  gilded  horns* 

He  hears  the  murd’ro'us  prayer  the  prieft  prefers,' 

But  underftands  not  !  ’tis  his  doom  he  hears  * 

Beholds  the  meal.;  betwixt  his  temples  caft, 

(The  fruit  and  product  of  his  labors  paft,) 

i 

And  in  the  water,  views  perhaps  the  knife. 

Uplifted  to  deprive  him  of  his  life; 

Then  broken  lip  alive,  his  entrails  fees 
Torn  out  for  priefts  t’infpedl  the  gods  decrees. 

“  From  whence,  O  mortal  man  !  this  guff:  of  hloo'J. 
Have  you  deriv’d  ?  and  interdidled  food  ? 

Be  taught  by  me,  this  dire  delight  to  fhun. 

Warn’d  by  my  precepts,  by  my  pradfice,  won  r, 

And  when  you  eat  the  well-deferving  beaft. 

Think,  on  the  lab’rer  of  your  field,  you  feaft* 

u  Then  let  Hot  piety  be  put  to  flight. 

To  pleafe  the  tafte  of  glutton  appetite  ; 

But  fufFer  inmate  fouls  fecure  to  dwell. 

Left  from  their  feats  your  parents  you  expel! ; 

With  rabid  hunger  feed  upon  your  kind. 

Or  from  a  beaft  diflodge  a  brother’s  mindT 

That  Pythag  oras  carried  fuch  fentiments 
from  the  Bramihs,  and  labored  to  obtrude 
them  upon  his  countrymen,  is  be\  ond  con- 
troverfy  ;  the  pathetic  perfwafives  he  urged 
to  them  in  that  age  to  abftain  from  the 
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feeding  on  their  brethren  of  the  creation* 
proved  however  as  ineffectual  then,  as  we 
concei  ve  it  would  be  in  the  prefent,  the  more’s 
the  pity— for  it  is  to  be  feared  we  fhall  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter — Rife*  kill,  and  eat. 

Regarding  the  defcription  (which  Ovid 
puts  in  the  mouth  of  Pythagoras )  of  the 
ancient  religious  facrifices,  we  mu  ft  in  juftice 
to  the  Bramins  fay  he  could  not  borrow  it 
from  them ;  in  this  particular  the  original 
religious  tenets  of  the  Gentoos  differ  from  all 
the  ancients,  for  they  were  ftrangers  to  thofe 
bloody  facrifices  and  offerings  ;  neither  of  the 
Gent 00  Shades  having  the  leaft  allufion  to  that 
mode  of  worfhipping  the  deity ;  and  the 
Bramins  fay,  nothing  but  Moijafoor  himfelf 
could  have  invented  fo  infatuated  and  Cruel 
an  inftitution,  which  is  manifeftly  fo  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  true  fpirit  of  devotion,  and 
abhorrent  to  the  Eternal  one. 

That  every  animal  form  is  endued,  with 
cogitation,  memory  and  reflection,  is  one  of 
the  moll  eftabiifhed  tenets  of  the  Bramins  ; 
indeed  it  muft  confequentially  be  fo,  on  the 
I  up poied  Metempfychojis  of  the  apoftate 
ipirits,  through  thefe  mortal  forms.— Every 
ftate  ox  the  delinquent  fpirits  abode  in 
die  eight  Baboons ,  they  fay,  is  a  ftate  of 

humilia*- 
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humiliation,  punifhment  and  purgation, 
that  of  Mhurd  not  excepted ;  and  that  the 
purpofe  of  the  Eternal  one  would  be  de¬ 
feated  by  himfelf,  had  he  not  endued  them 
with  rationality  and  a  confcioufnefs  of  their 

fituation. - In  the  form  of  Mhurd  alone, 

is  the  fpirit’s  ftate  of  probation,  becaufe  in 
this  form  only,  he  again  becomes  an  abfolute 
and  free  agent ;  and  in  this  alone  lies  the 
difference  between  Mhurd,  and  the  reft  of  the 
animal  created  forms,  for  in  thefe,  the  fpirit’s 
intelledlual  faculties  are  circumfcribed,  more 
or  lefs,  by  the  varied  conftrudtion  of  the  forms, 
and  limited  within  certain  bounds,  which 
they  cannot  exceed,— that  confcioufnefs  of 
thofe  confined  powers,  and  envy  at  the  fu- 
periour  ftate  of  Mhurd ,  conftitutes  their  chief 
punifhment  ;  that  this  unceafing  envy,  and 
refentment  of  the  ufurped  tyranny  which 
Mhurd  affirmed  over  the  animal  creation  (from 
the  beginning  of  the  Kolee  Jogue )  are  thecaufes 
which  made  them  in  general  fhun  his  ib- 
ciety,  and  live  in  a  ftate  of  enmity  with 
him,  according  to  the  force  of  the  natural 
powers,  which  the  Eternal  one  has  en¬ 
dued  them  with  that  where  fome  of  the 
fpecies  appear  an  exception  to  this  general 
bent,  it  proceeds  from  the  weaknefs  of  their 
natural  powers ;  or  the  fuperiour  craft  and 
fubtility  of  Mhurd,  who  firft  deceitfully 
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Glared  them  to  flavery  and  dedrudiion.—?—^ 
That  neither  envy  or  enmity  in  the  animal 
created  forms,  nor  ufurped  tyranny  on  the 
part  of  Mhurd,  had  exidence  in  the  breads 
of  either,  before  the  beginning  of  the  Kolee 
*Jogue ,  when  a  univerfal  degeneracy  of  ab 
mod;  all  the  remaining  unpurified  Debtah 
prevailed  through  all  their  mortal  forms—? 
which  until  that  period  had  lived  in  amity 
and  harmony,  as  confcious  of  being  involved 
under  the  fame  fentence  and  difpleafure  of 
their  Creator  ;  and  ladly — That  the  ufurped 
tyranny  of  Mhurd  over  the  red  of  the  de¬ 
linquent  angels  was  difpleafing  to  the  Eternal 
one,  and  will  be  a  charge  exhibited  againft 
the  fpirit  by  &iJInoo  at  the  didblution  of 
Mhurd ,  for  that  in  place  of  cherifhing  the 
unhappy  delmquents  during  their  date  of 
humiliation  and  punifhment,  they  do,  by  the 
force  of  their  tyrannic  ufurpation,  labor 
to  make  their  date  more  miferable,  than  the 
Eternal  one  intended  it  fhould  be,  in  viola¬ 
tion  ofhi$  exprefs  injunction,  that  they  fhould 
Jove  one  another . 

The  Bramins  hold,  that  every  didindt 
fpecies  of  animal  creation  have  a  compre- 
henfive  mode  of  communicating  their  ideas, 
peculiar  to  themfelves^  and  that  the  Metemp-* 

7  fabojis 
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fychcjis  of  the  delinquent  fpirits  extends 
through  every  organifed  body,  even  to  the 
{mailed  infeCt  and  reptile  ; — they  highly  ve¬ 
nerate  the  bee,  and  fame  fpecies  of  the  ant, 
and  conceive  the  fpirits  animating  thofe 
forms  are  favored  of  God,  and  that  its  in¬ 
tellectual  faculties,  are  more  enlarged  under 
them,  than  in  mod  others. 

« 

Although  we  have  already  fhewn  that  the 
bloody  facrifices  of  the  ancients  was  no  part 
of  the  Gentoo  tenets,  yet  there  fubfifts  amongft 
them  at  this  day,  a  voluntary  facrijice ,  of 
too  fmgular  a  nature,  to  pafs  by  us  unno¬ 
ticed;  the  rather  as  it  has  been  frequently 
mentioned  by  various  authors,  without  we 
conceive  that  knowledge  and  perfpicuity 
which  the  matter  calls  for ;  the  facrifice  we 
allude  to,  is  the  Gentoo  wives  burning  with 
the  bodies  of  their  deceafed  hujbands .  We 
have  taken  no  fmall  pains  to  invedigate  this 
feeming  cruel  cudom,  and  hope  we  (hall  be 
able  to  throw  fame  fatisfaCtory  lights  on  this 
very  extraordinary  fubjedt,  which  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  hid  in  obfcurity ;  in  order  to 
which  we  will  fir  ft  remove  one  or  two  ob- 
ftruftions  that  lie  in  our  way,  and  hinder  our 
nearer  and  more  perfed  view  of  it. 
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The  caufe  commonly  affigned  for  the 
origin  of  this  facrifice  (peculiar  to  the  wives 
of  this  nation)  is,  that  it  was  a  law  conjli- 
tuted  to  put  a  period  to  a  wicked  practice  that 
the  Gent  cos  wives  had  oj  poifoning  their  huf 
bands ; — -  for  this  affertion  we  cannot  trace 
the  fmalleft  femblance  of  truth,  and  indeed 
the  known  fa  ft,  that  the  facrifice  mu  ft  be 
voluntary ,  of  it’s  felf  refutes  that  common 
miftake.-— It  has  alfo  Been  a  received  opinion, 
that  if  the  wife  refufes  to  burn ,  fee  lopes  her 
caft  (or  tribe)  and  is  famped  with  dif grace 
and  infamy ,  an  opinion  equally  void  of 
foundation  in  fa£t  as  the  other. — The  real 
ftate  of  this  cafe  is  thus  circumftanced.— The 
firft  wife  (for  the  Gentoo  laws  allow  bigamy, 
although  they  frequently  do  not  benefit 
themfelves  of  the  indulgence,  if  they  have 
iffue  by  the  firft)  has  it  in  her  choice  to 
burn,  but  is  not  permitted  to  declare  her  re- 
folution  before  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
deceafe  of  her  hufband  if  fhe  refufes,  the 
right  devolves  to  thefecond,< — fif  either,  after 
the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours,  publicly 
declare,  before  the  Bramins  and  witnejfesy 
their  refolution  to  burn ,  they  cannot  then 
retraft.  If  they  both  refufe  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  term,  the  worft  confequence 
that  attends  their  refufal,  is  lying  under  the 
imputation  of  being  wanting  to  their  own 

honor* 
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fionor,  purification,  and  the  profperity  of  their 
family,  for  from  their  infancy,  they  are  in- 
ftrudted  by  the  houfehold  Bramin  to  look 
upon  this  cataftrophe,  as  moft  glorious  to 
themfelves,  and  beneficial  to  their  children  : 
the  truth  is,  that  the  children  of  the 
wife  who  burns,  become  thereby  illuftrious, 
and  are  fought  after  in  marriage  by  the  moft 
opulent  and  honourable  of  their  cajly  and 
fometimes  received  into  a  caft  fuperiour  to 
their  own. 

/ 

That  the  Bramitis  take  unwearied  pains 
to  encourage,  promote,  and  confirm  in  the 
minds  of  the  Gentoo  wives,  this  fpirit  of 
burning ,  is  certain  (their  motives  for  it,  the 
penetration  of  our  readers  may  by  and  by 
probably  difcover)  and  although  they  feldom 
lofe  their  labor,  yet  inftances  happen,  where 
fear,  or  love  of  life,  fets  at  nought  all  their 
preaching;  for  it  fometimes  falls  out  that  the 
firft  wife  refufes,  and  the  fecond  burns ;  at 
others,  they  both  refufe;  and  as  but  qne 
can  burn,  it  fo  happens,  that  wh$n  the 
fecond  wife  has  iffue  by  the  deceafed,  and 
the  firft  none,  there  commonly  enfues  a 
violent  contention  between  them,  which  of 
the  two  fhall  make  the  facrifice ;  but  this 
difpute  is  generally  determined  by  the  Bra- 
ntins ,  in  favor  of  the  firft,  uniefs  £he  is  pre- 

3  vailed 


(  9°  ) 

vailed  on  by  perfwafion,  or  other  motives  to 
wave  her  right,  in  favor  of  the  fecond. — - 
Having  elucidated  thefe  matters,  we  will 
proceed  to  give  our  readers  the  beft  account, 
we  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  the  origin 
of  this  remarkable  cuftom. 

At  the  demife  of  the  mortal  part  of  the 
Gentcd s  great  Law-giver  and  Prophet  Bra¬ 
mah,  his  wives,  inconfolable  for  his  lofs, 
refolved  not  to  furvive  him,  and  offered 
themfelves  voluntary  vidims  on  his  funeral 
pile.— The  wives  of  the  chief  Rajahs ,  the 
firft  officers  of  the  date,  being  unwilling  to 
have  it  thought  that  they  were  deficient  in 
fidelity  and  affedion,  followed  the  heroic 
example  fet  them  by  the  wives  of  Bramah ; 
* — the  Bramins  (a  tribe  then  newly  confti- 
tuted  by  their  great  legiflator)  pronounced 
and  declared,  that  the  delinquent  fpirits  of 
thofe  heroines ,  immediately  ceafed  jrom  their 
tranf migrations ,  and  had  entered  the  JirJl 
Boboon  of  purification— it  followed,  that  their 
wives  claimed  a  right  of  making  the  fame 
facrifice  of  their  mortal  forms  to  God9  and 

the  manes  of  their  deceafed  hufbands  5- - - 

Th  e  wives  of  every  Gentoo  caught  the  en- 

thufiaftic  (now  pious)  flame. - Thus  the 

heroic  ads  of  a  few  women  brought  about 
a  general  cuftom,  the  Bramins  had  given  it 

the 
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the  ftamp  of  religion ,  they  foifted  it  into  the 
Chat  ah  and  Aught  or  rah  B  hades,  and  infti- 
tuted  the  forms  and  ceremonials  that  were  to 
accompany  the  facrifice,  drained  fome  ob« 
fcure  paffages  of  Bramati s  Chartah  Bhade , 
to  countenance  their  declared  fenfe  of  the 
aftion,  and  eflablifhed  it  as  a  religious  tenet 
throughout  Indofan ,  fubjeft  to  the  reftric- 
tions  before  recited,  which  leaves  it  a  volun¬ 
tary  aft  of  glory,  piety  and  fortitude. - — 

Whether  the  Bramins  were  fincere  in  their 
declared  fenfe,  and  confecration  of  this  aft, 
or  had  a  view  to  the  fecuring  the  fidelity  of 
their  own  wives,  or  were  aftuated  by  any 
pther  motives,  w7e  will  not  determine.’ - 

When  people  have  lived  together  to  an 
advanced  age,  in  mutual  afts  of  confidence, 
friendfhip  and  affeftion  ;  the  facrifice  a  Gen- 
too  widow  makes  of  her  perfon  (under  fuch 
an  affefting  circumftance  as  the  lofs  of  friend 
and  hufband)  feems  lefs  an  objeft  of  wonder  5 

- but  when  we  fee  women  in  the  bloom 

of  youth,  and  beauty,  in  the  calm  pofleflion 
pf  their  reafon  and  underftanding,  with  af- 
tonifhing  fortitude,  fet  at  nought,  the  tender 
confiderations  of  parents,  children,  friends, 
and  the  horror  and  torments  of  the  death 
they  court,  wTe  cannot  refill  viewing  fuch 

an 
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an  adl,  and  fuch  a  vidtim,  with  tears  of 
commiferation,  awe  and  reverence. 

We  have  been  prefent  at  many  of  thefe 
facrifides:  in  fome  of  the  victims,  we  have 
obferved  a  pitiable  dread,  tremor,  and  re- 
ludtance,  that  ftrongly  fpoke  repentance  for 
their  declared  refolution ;  but  it  was  now  too 
late  to  retract,  or  retreat;  Bift?ioo  was  wait- 
ingfor  the  fpirit . — If  the  felf  doomed  vic¬ 
tim  difcovers  want  of  courage  and  fortitude, 
fhe  is  with  gentle  force  obliged  to  afcend 
the  pile,  where  fhe  is  held  down  with  long 
poles,  held  by  men  on  each  fide  of  the  pile, 
until  the  flames  reach  her ;  her  fcreams  and 
cri^,  in  the  mean  time,  being  drowned 
amidfl:  the  deafening  noife  of  loud  mufick, 
and  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude."--- 
Others  we  have  feen  go  through  this  fiery 
trial,  with  mod  amazing  fteady,  calm,  re¬ 
folution,  and  joyous  fortitude. - It  will 

not  we  hope  be  unacceptable,  if  we  prefent 
our  readers  with  an  inftance  of  the  latter, 
which  happened  fome  years  part  at  the  Eajl 
India  company’s  fadlory  at  CoJJimbuzaar , 
in  the  time  of  Sir  Francis  RuJfelP s  chieffhip ; 
the  author,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of 
the  fadlory  were  prefent,  fome  of  whom  are 
now  living from  a  narrative,  which  the 
author  then  trapfmitted  to  England  he  is 

now 
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now  enabled  to  give  the  particulars  of  thk 
mod  remarkable  proof  of  female  fortitude, 
and  condancy. 

cc  At  five  of  the  clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th  of  February,  1742-3,  died  Rhdam 
Chund  Pundit  of  the  Mahahrattor  tribe,  aged 
twenty-eight  years ;  his  widow  (for  he  had  but 
one  wife)  aged  between  feventeen  and  eighteen, 
as  foon  as  he  expired,  difdaining  to  wait  the 
term  allowed  her  for  reflection,  immediately 
declared  to  the  Bramins  and  witnefles  prefent 
her  refolution  to  burn ;  as  the  family  was  of 
no  fmall  confideration,  all  the  merchants  of 
Coffimbuziiar ,  and  her  relations,  left  no  ar¬ 
guments  uneflayed  to  difluade  her  from  it— 
Lady  Ruffel ,  with  the  tendered:  humanity,  fent 
her  feveral  meflages  to  the  fame  purpofe ; — . 
the  infant  ftate  of  her  children  (two  girls 
and  a  boy,  the  elded  not  four  years  of  age) 
and  the  terrors  and  pain  of  the  death  the 
fought,  were  painted  to  her  in  the  dronged 
and  mod  lively  colouring — fhe  was  deaf  to 
all, — fhe  gratefully  thanked  Lady  Rufelly 
and  fent  her  word  fhe  had  now  nothing  to 
live  for,  but  recommended  her  children  to  her 
protection. — When  the  torments  of  burning 
were  urged  in  terrorem  to  her,  fhe  with  a  re- 
folved  and  calm  countenance,  put  her  finger 
into  the  fire,  and  held  it  there  a  confiderable 

time. 
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iime,  fhe  then  with  one  hand  put  fire  in 
the  palm  of  the  other,  fprinkled  incenfe  on 
it,  and  fumigated  the  Bramins .  The  confi- 
deration  of  her  children  left  deftitute  of  a 
parent  was  again  urged  to  hey  .—She  replied, 
he  that  made  therrii  would  take  care  of  them*— 
She  was  at  laft  given  to  underftand,  fhe 
fliould  not  be  permitted  to  burn  *  5  this  for 
a  Abort  fpace  feemed  to  give  her  deep  afflic¬ 
tion,  but  foon  recolle&ing  herfelf,  fhe  told 
them,  death  was  in  her  power ,  and  that  if  'fie 
was  not  allowed  to  burn ,  according  to  the 
principles  of  her  caft^Jhe  would flarve  herfelf* — - 
Her  friends,  finding  her  thus  peremptory  and 
refolved,  were  obliged  at  laft  to  alien t. 

u  The  body  of  the  deceafed  was  carried 
down  to  the  water  fide,  early  the  following 
morning,  the  widow  followed  about  ten 
o’clock,  accompanied  by  three  very  principal 
Bramins ,  her  children,  parents,  and  relations, 
and  a  numerous  concourfe  of  people.  The 
order  of  leave  for  her  burning  did  not  arrive 
from  Ho  fey  n  Khan ,  Fouzdaar  of  Morfiada- 
bad}  until  after  one,  and  it  was  then  brought 
by  one  of  the  Soubah’s  own  officers,  who 

*  The  Gentoos  are  not  permitted  to  burn,  without 
an  order  from  the  Mahommedan  government,  and  this 
permiffion  is  commonly  made  a  pe'rquifite  of - - 


had 
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had  orders  to  fee  that  file  burnt  volants- 
rily,  —  The  time  they  waited  for  the 
order  was  employed  in  praying  with  the 
Branrinsy  and  wafhing  in  the  Ganges ;  as 
foon  as  it  arrived,  file  retired  and  ftayed  for 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  in  the  midft  of 
her  femald  relations,  among  ft  whom  was 
her  mother;  file  then  diverted  herfelf  of  her 
bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  and  tyed 
them  in  a  cloth,  which  hung  like  an  apron 
before  her*  and  was  conducted  by  her 
female  relations  to  one  corner  of  the  pile ; 
on  the  pile  was  an  arched  arbor  formed  of 
dry  flicks,  boughs  and  leaves,  open  only  at 
one  end  to  admit  her  entrance ;  in  this  the 
body  of  the  deceafed  was  depofited,  his  head 
at  the  end  opponte  to  the  opening. — At  the 
corner  of  the  pile,  to  which  fhe  had  been 
conduced,  the  Bramin  had  made  a  fmall 
fire,  round  which  fhe  ;and  the  three  Bra-* 
mins  fat  for  fome  minutes,  one  of  them  gave 
Into  her  hand  a  leaf  of  the  bale  tree  (the 
wood  commonly  confecrated  to  form  part  of 
the  funeral  pile)  with  fundry  things  on  it* 
which  file  threw  into  the  fire;  one  of  the 
others  gave  her  a  fecond  leaf,  which  fhe  held 
over  the  flame,  whilft  he  dropped  three  times 
fome  ghee  on  it,  which  melted,  and  fell  into 
the  fire  (thefe  two  operations,  were  prepa¬ 
ratory  fymbols  of  her  approaching  difiblution 

hi 
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by  fire)  and  whilfl  they  were  performing 
this,  the  third  Bramin  read  to  her  fome 
portions  of  the  Aughtorrah  Bhade ,  and  afked 
her  fome  queftions,  to  which  fhe  anfwered 
with  a  fteady,  and  ferene  countenance ;  but 
the  noife  was  fo  great,  we  could  not  under- 
ftand  what  fhe  faid,  although  we  v/ere  with^ 
in  a  yard  of  her. — Thefe  over,  fhe  was  led 
with  great  folemnity  three  times  round  the 
pile,  the  Bramins  reading  before  her  ;  when 
fhe  came  the  third  time  to  the  fmall  fire, 
fhe  flopped,  took  her  rings  off  her  toes  and 
fingers,  and  put  them  to  her  other  orna¬ 
ments  ;  here  fhe  took  a  folemn  majeftic  leave 
of  her  children,  parents,  and  relations ;  after 
which,  one  of  the  Bramins  dip’d  a  large 
wick  of  cotton  in  fome  ghee,  and  gave  it 
ready  lighted  into  her  hand,  and  led  her  to 
the  open  fide  of  the  arbor ;  there,  all  the 

Bramins  fell  at  her  feet;- - -after  fhe  had 

blefled  them,  they  retired  weeping ; — by 
two  fleps,  file  afcending  the  pile  and  entered 
the  arbor;  on  her  entrance,  fhe  made  a 
profound  reverence  at  the  feet  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  and  advanced  and  feated  herfelf  by 
his  head  ;  fhe  looked,  in  filent  meditation 
on  his  face,  for  the  fpace  of  a  minute,  then 
fet  fire  to  the  arbor,  in  three  places  •  obferv- 
ing  that  fhe  had  fet  fire  to  leeward,  and  that 
the  flames  blew  from  her,  inflantly  feeing 

her 
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her  error  (lie  rofe,  and  fet  fire  to  windward, 
and  refumed  her  ftation  ;  enfign  Daniel  with 
his  cane,  feparated  the  grafs  and  leaves  on 
the  windward  fide,  by  which  means  we  had 
a  diftindt  view  of  her  as  (he  fat.  With  what 
dignity,  and  undaunted  a  countenance,  fhe 
fet  fire  to  the  pile  the  laft  time,  and  affirmed 
her  feat,  can  only  be  conceived,  for  words 
cannot  convey  a  juft  idea  of  her.— The  pile 
being  of  combuftible  matters,  the  fupporters 
of  the  roof  were  prefently  con  fumed,  and  it 
tumbled  upon  her.” 

We  fee  our  fair  country-women  ib odder 
at  an  adtion,  which  we  fear  they  will  look 
upon,  as  a  proof  of  the  higheft  infatuation 
in  their  fex.— Although  it  is  not  our  inten¬ 
tion  here  to  defend  the  tenets  of  the  Bfamins , 
yet  we  may  be  allowed  to  offer  feme  jollifi¬ 
cation  on  behalf  of  the  Gentco  women  in  the 
addon  before  us— Let  us  view  it  (as  we  ftiould 
every  other  action)  without  prejudice,  and 
without  keeping  always  in  fight  our  own 
tenets  and  cuftoms,  and  prepoifeffions  that 
too  generally  refult  therefrom,  to  the  injury 
of  others  3 — if  we  view  thefe  women  in  a  juft 
light,  we  fhali  think  more  candidly  of  them, 
and  confefs  they  adt  upon  heroic,  as  well  as 
rational  and  pious  principles :  In  order  to  this 
we  rauft  confider  them  as  a  race  of  females 
Part  II.  PI  trained 
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trained  from  their  infancy,  in  the  full  convic¬ 
tion  of  their  celejlial  rank ;  and  that  this  world, 
and  the  corporeal  form  that  inclofes  them,  is 
deftined  by  God,  the  one  as  their  place  of 

punifhment,  the  other  as  their  prifon. - - 

That  their  ideas  are  confequently  raifed  to 
a  Toothing  degree  of  dignity  befiting  angelic 
beings. — They  are  nurfed  and  inftru&ed  in 
the  firm  faith— that  this  voluntary  faerifice, 
is  the  mo  ft  glorious  period  of  their  lives, 
and  that  thereby  the  celeftial  fpirit  is  re¬ 
leafed  from  its  tranfmigrations,  and  evils  of 
a  miferabie  exiftence,  and  flies  to  join  the 
fpirit  of  their  departed  hufband,  in  a  ftate  of 
purification;  add  to  this,  the  iubordinate 
confideration  of  railing  the  luftre  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  of  contributing  by  this  action  to 
their  temporal  profperity ; — ail  thefe  it  muft 
be  owned  are  prevalent  motives,  for  chear- 
fully  embracing  death,  and  fetting  at  nought 
every  common  attachment  which  the  weak- 
nefs  of  humanity  urges,  for  a  longer  exiftence 
in  a  world  of  evil. — Although  thefe  princi¬ 
ples  are  in  general  fo  diametrically  contrary  to 
the  prevailing  fpirit,  and  genius  of  our  fair 
country-women,  who  (from  a  happy  train 
of  education)  in  captivating  amufements  and 
diflipation,  find  charms  fufficient  in  this 
world,  to  engage  their  wifhes  for  a  perpetual 
7  refidence 
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fefidence  in  it ;  yet  we  will  depend  on  their 
natural  goodnefs  of  heart,  generofity  and 
candor,  that  they  will  in  future  look  on  thefe 
their  Gentoo  lifters  of  the  creation,,  in  a 
more  favorable,  and  confident  light,  than 
probably  they  have  hitherto  done ;  and  not 
deem  that  aSlion  an  infatuation,  which  re~ 
fults  from  principle.  Let  them  alfo  recolledt 
that  their  own  hiftory  affords  illuflrious  ex¬ 
amples  in  both  fexes  of  voluntary  facrifices 
by  fire,  becaufe  they  would  not  fubfcribe 
even  to  a  different  mode  of  profefiing  the 
fame  faith.  Betides — -a  contempt  of  deaths 
is  not  peculiar  to  the  women  of  India ,  it  is 
the  charadteriflic  of  the  nation ;  every  Gentoo 
meets  that  moment  of  diffolution,  with  a 
fleady,  noble,  and  philofophic  refignation, 
flowing  from  the  eftabliflied  principles  of 
their  faith. 

Before  we  clofe  this  fubjedl,  we  will  men¬ 
tion  one  or  two  more  particulars  relative  to 
it. — =It  has  been  already  remarked  in  a  mar¬ 
ginal  note,  that  the  Gentoo  women  are  not 
allowed  to  burn,  without  an  order  of  leave 
from  the  Mahommedan  government;  it  'is 
proper  alfo  to  inform  out  readers  this  pri¬ 
vilege  is  never  withheld  from  them. — 'There 
have  been  inftances  known,  when  the  victim 
has,  by  . 'Europeans ,  been  foreeably  refeued 

H  a  from 
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from  the  pile;  it  is  currently  faid  and  be¬ 
lieved  (how  true  we  will  not  aver)  that  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Job  Charnock  was  by  him 
fnatched  from  this  facrifice ;  be  this  as  it 
may,  the  outrage  is  confidered  by  the  Gen- 
iG0Sj  an  atrocious,  and  wicked  violation  of 
their  facred  rites  and  privileges. 

Having  now  brought  our  fourth  general 
head  to  a  concluiion,  and' faithfully,  to  the 
bed  of  our  knowledge  (with  the  materials  we 
are  poffeffed  of)  exhibited  the  original  tenets 
of  the  ancient  Bramins ,  according  to  the 
firft  book  of  Bramah's  Chartah  Bhade ; 
and  having  in  our  remarks  given  fucfa  elu¬ 
cidations  as  we  thought  our  fubjedt  called 
for,  >  we  fubmit  our  imperfedt  work  (for 
imperfect  we  mud  dill  call  it)  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  public ;  hoping  that  fome 
more  capable  head  and  hand,  will  be  di- 
mulated  by  cur  endeavours,  to  produce  a 
more  full,  and  fatisfadtory  relation,  of  the 
red  of  his  dodtrines.  —  A  large  held  is  yet 
left  open,  for  the  exercife  of  indudry  and 
talents.  Bramah1  s  fir  ft  fedfcion  of  his  fecopd 
book  on  the  creation  of  this  globe,  will  be 

the  fubjedt  of  our  next  general  head. - 

His  '  third  book  directing  the  plain  and 
fimple  modes  of  worfhip  to  be  paid  to  God, 
and  the  three  primary  created  beings,  and 

5  his 


his  fourth  fublime  book ,  (which  the  Gentoos 
commonly  call  Bramah  Ka3  Infoff  Bhade , 
or,  Bramah's  book  of  juftice)  wherein  is 
exprefly  recited  and  enjoined,  the  duties  and 
offices,  which  the  delinquent  Debt  ah  fhall 
obferve  and  pay  to  each  other  ;  thefe  two 
laft  mentioned  books,  and  part  of  the  fecond, 
we  fay,  muft  lie  in  oblivion,  until  fome 
one,  bleffed  with  opportunity,  leifure,  ap¬ 
plication,  and  genius,  brings  them  to  light. 


i 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 


Of  the  Creation  of  the  Worlds. 


INTRODUCTION. 

\  ♦ 

IN  the  fifth  fedion  of  our  laft  general 
head,  Bramah  recites,  that  the  Eternal 
one,  (after  he  had  promulged  his  gracious 
intention,  of  mitigating  the  punifhment  of 
the  fallen  angels,  at  the  interceffion  of  the 
remaining  faithful  hoft ;)  retired  into 
himfelf,  and  became  invifible  to  them,  for 

the  fpace  of  five  thoufand  years/' - -In  his 

introduction  to  the  adt  of  creation  of  the 
worlds  in  his  fecond  book,  he  takes  again 
occafion  to  repeat  the  above  mentioned  paf- 
fage,  and  explains  it  by  an  inference,  that 
during  that  space,  the  Eternal  one  was 
employed  in  meditation  on  his  intended  new 
creation and  although  it  appears,  from 
the  fame  fecrion,  that  this  fiupendous  work, 
was  produced  by  an  infiantaneous  fiat  of  the 
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Deity,  yet  Bramah ,  to  difplay  the  infinite 
and  amazing  wifdom  of  his  Creator,  enters 
into  a  lublime,  and  philofophic  difquifition 
and  defcription,  of  his  modes  (if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  expreffion)  and  manner  of 
creation,  in  the  marvellous  conftrudtion  of 
the  fifteen  Boboons ,  that  confiitute  the  Dun- 
neahoudah ,  or  univerfe  y — thefe  defcriptions, 
he  couches  under  allegories,  then  commonly 
and  familiarly  underftood,  at  which  the  rea¬ 
der  will  the  lefs  wonder,  when  he  knows, 
that  at  this  day  it  is  the  ufual  mode  of  con- 
verfing,  amongft  well  educated  Genteos. 

In  this  exhibition  of  infinite  wifdom,  Bra¬ 
mah  gives  a  fhort,  fimple  and  elevated  def- 
cription,  of  each  of  the  fifteen  Boboons ,  their 
fituation,  their  rank,  and  peculiar  destina¬ 
tion,  with  the  appellations  appropriated  to 
the  angelic  inhabitants,  in  their  progreflive 
paffage  from  one  fphere  to  another.  Our 
memory  only  fupplies  us  with  the  names  of 
the  fojourners  of  the  ninth,  fifth,  fixth  and 
feventh,  that  is,  the  firft,  and  three  laft  of 
the  feven  regions  of  purification,  to  wit,  the 
fpheres  of  the  Pereeth  logue  *,  the  Munnoo 

*  Logue ,  literally  people.  Fereeth  logue%  purified 
people. 

v  H  4  logue , 
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logue  the  Debt  ah  logue  'f*,  and  the  Btr~ 
mah  logue  J;  in  the  lad  mentioned  fphere, 
according  to  the  Bramins  computation,  a 
complete  day  is  equal  to  twenty-eight  Mun~ 
nunturs  of  vulgar  time.  (Vid.  fixth  or  next 
general  head.) 

On  the  foundation  of  Bramah's  deferip- 
tlon  of  the  fifteen  Baboons ,  the  compilers  of 
the  Aught  or  rah  Bhade  have  raifed  an  elabo¬ 
rate  chimerical  fuperftmdture :  that  confounds 
the  underftanding. 

As  the  Bramins  conceptions  and  calcula¬ 
tion  of  the  age  and  future  duration  of  the 
univerfe,  will  be  the  fubjedl  of  our  next 
general  head,  we  fhall  fay  nothing  more  of 
it  here,  than  to  remind  our  readers,  that 
they  date  it’s  exigence  from  the  rebellious 
'  angels  being  releafed  from  the  Qtiderah. 

We  again  lament  the  lofs  of  our  materials, 
which  confines  us  to  the  eighth  fedtion  of 

*  Ivlunnoo  logue ,  people  of  contemplation ,  from  mun^ 
cr  mony  thought ,  reflections  alludes  to  God’s  being 
worftiipped  in  this  fphere  in  filent  meditation. 

f  In  this  fphere  the  angels  are  firfb  fuppofed  to  re¬ 
gain  properly  their  title  of  Debtah. 

J  In  this  fphere  the  delinquents  are  fuppofed  to  be 
cleanfed  from  the  pollution  of  their  fin,  regenerated, 
and  fit  to  enter  again  the  Mahah  Surgo ,  and  to  be  re¬ 
admitted  to  the  prefence  of  their  Creator. 

Bramah's 
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Bramah's  fecond  book  that  treats  only  of 
the  creation  of  this  terreftrial  placet,  to  which 
we  will  now  proceed,  premifing.  that  it  is 

diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  the  eighth  Bo~ 
boon  of  MurtOy  which  literally  fignifies  the 
region  of  earth • 


\ 
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SECT.  VIII. 

“  Birmahah  *  or  Creation . 

|C  And  it  was— — -that  when  the 
Eternal  one,  refolved  to  form  the 
new  creation  of  the  Dunneahou- 
“  dab ,  he  gave  the  rule  of  Makah 
“  Surgo  to  his  fir  ft  created  Birmahi 
cs  and  became  invifible  fo  the  whole 
l£  angelic  hoft. 

<c  When  the  Eternal  one,  firft  began 
his  intended  new  creation  of  the 
Dunneahoudab ,  he  was  oppofed  by  two 
mighty  OJJoors  *}-,  which  proceeded 
cs  from  the  wax  of  Brums  ear;  and 
their  names  were  Modoo  J  and  Kytoo  ||. 

“  And  the  Eternal  one,  contended 
<c  and  fought  with  Modoo  and  Kytoo , 
€C  five  thoufand  years,  and  he  fmote 

This  title  is  prefixed  to  every  feftion  of  Bramah9 s 
fecond  book,  Birrnah  in  the  figurative  fenfe  (before 
explained)  fignifying  creation. 

■f  The  common  appellation  given  to  giants ,  but  is 
varioufly  ufed  in  the  Shaftah ,  to  exprefs  excrefcence ,  ex¬ 
cretion  ^  and  feeretion . 

\  Difcord ,  enmity ,  |j  Confujion ,  tumult. 

h  “  them 
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ft  them  on  his  thigh  and  they  were 
■f6  loft  and  affimilated  with  Murto . 

cs  And  it  was,— that  when  ModoQ 
u  and  Kytoo  were  fuhdued,  the  Eternal 
gc  one  emerged  from  his  ftate  of  in- 
vifibiiity,  and  glory  encompaffed  him 
on  every  fide  ! 

Ctf  And  the  Eternal  one  fpoke,  and 
cc  laid,  Thou  Birmah  f  fhalt  create  and 
“  form  all  things  that  fhali  be  made 
in  the  new  creation  of  the  fifteen 
“  Boboons  of  punifhment,  and  purifi- 
€£  cation,  according  to  the  powers  of  the 
fpirit,  wherewith  thou  flialt  be  in- 
€£  fpired.™ And  thou,  Bifinoo  J,  fhak 
C£  foperintend,  cheriih,  and  prefer ve  all 
“  the  things  and  forms  which  fhall  be 

“  created.* . -■■And  thou,  Sieb  jj,  (halt 

*e  change ,  or  dejiroy ,  all  creation,  ac~ 
“  cording  to  the  powers,  wherewith  I 
will  invert  thee.5* 

*  Reduced  them  to  fubjedtion,  or  obedience  :  touch¬ 
ing  the  thigh*,  among#  the  ancient  Gentoos ,  was  a  token 
of  fubjeCfion . 

f  Power  of  creation.  Vid.  introdudfion  to  the  fourth 
chapter. 

X  Preferver.  Vid.  introdudfion  to  the  fourth  chapter. 

jj  Mutilator ,  dejlroyer .  Vid.  introdudfion,  See. 

Cl  And 
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cc  And  when  Birmah ,  Biftnoo ,  and 
44  Sieby  had  heard  the  words  of  the 
44  Eternal  one,  they  all  bowed  obe- 
46  dience 

44  The  Eternal  one  fpoke  again, 
44  and  faid  to  Birmah ,  Do  thou  begin 
4(7  the  creation  and  formation  of  the 
€c  eighth  Boboon,  of  punishment  andy?r£- 
44  bation ,  even  the  Boboon  of  Mur  to , 
4 4  according  to  the  powers  of  the  fpirit 
44  wherewith  I  have  endued  thee,  and 
44  do  thou,  Bijlnoo ,  proceed  to  execute 
44  thy  part. 

44  And  when  Brum  *f*  heard  the 
44  command,  which  the  mouth  of  the 
44  Eternal  one  had  uttered;  he  Straight- 
44  ways  formed  a  leaf  of  beetle ,  and  he 
44  floated  on  the  beetle  leaf  over  the  fur- 
44  face  of  the  fhoale  ;  and  the  children  J 
44  of  Modoo  and  Kytoo,  fled  before 


*  The  foregoing  exordium  of  the  general  act  of 
creation  of  the  Dunne.ahoudah ,  preceeds  every  one  of 
the  fifteen  fedtions  of  Bramah's  fecond  book. 

-f  Birmah  and  Brum ,  are,  in  the  adt  of  creation,  fy- 
nonimous  terms. 

1  Suppofed  remains  of  difcord^nt  matter.  The 
Bramins  fuppofed  the  firit  principles  of  things  prior  to 
the  creation  of  the  univerfe,  to  have  been  in  a  fluid 
flats. 

44  him. 
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him,  and  vaniihed  from  his  pre- 
•  fence. 

c<r  And  when  the  agitation  of  the 
€C  jhoale  had  fubfided,  by  the  powers 
of  the  fpirit  of  Brum,  Bijlnoo  ftraight- 
‘c  ways  transformed  himfelf  into  a 
6c  mighty  boar  and  defcending  into 
the  abyfs  of  ‘Jhoale ,  he  brought  op 
“  the  Mario  on  his  folks* —Then  fpon- 
£C  taneoufly  iffued  from  him5  a  mighty 
<c  tortoife  •f,  and  a  mighty  fnake  f. 

(e  And  Bifinoo  put  the  fnake  erefb 
55  upon  the  back  of  the  tortoife,  and 
<c  placed  Mur  to  upon  the  bead  of  the 
“  fnake. 

And  all  things  were  created  and 
formed  by  Birmah  in  the  eighth 
<c  Boboon  of  punifhment  and  probation, 
**  even  the  eighth  of  Mur  to,  according 
cc  to  the  powers  of  the  fpirit,  where- 
£C  with  the  Eternal  one  had  endued 
£C  him. 

u- 

%  The  Gentoos  fymbol  of  Jlrength,  becaufe,  in  pro- 
portion  to  his  hze,  he  is  the  ftrongeft  of  all  animals. 
f  The  Gentoos  fymbol  of  Jlabihty , 
f  The  Gentoos  fymbol  of  wifdom . 


“  And 
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ki  And  Biftuoo  took  upon  him  tb$ 
u  fuperintendence  and  charge  of  all 
that  was  created,  and  formed,  by 
lc  Birmah  in  the  eighth  Boboon  of 
Murto  \  and  he  cherifhed  and  pre~ 
tc  ferved  them,  as  the  words  of  the 
iC  Eternal  one  had  directed,  and  com- 
mandedf’ 


Remarks. 

T  N  the  fanie  fublime  allegorical  manner, 
A  has  Bramah  defcribed  the  creation  of  Sur - 
jee  and  Chinnier  -f*,  and  the  other  twelve 
Boboons  of  the  Dunneahoudah ,  without  pre¬ 
tending,  or  aiming  to  dive  into,  and  explain* 
the  principles  of  matter,  or  the  nature  of 
t'hofe  effential  lav/s  of  motion  by  which  the 
Deity  guides  and  governs  his  creation  ;  the 
wifdom  of  Bramah  has  elfewhere  marked 
fuch  fruitlefs  enquiries,  with  the  Jlamp  of 
preemption  and  folly  5  and  that  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  thefej  and  the  mode  of  the  exigence 
of  God,  is  concealed  even  from  the  three 
primary  created  beings  themfelves. 

From  the  foregoing  fpecimeh  of  the 
creation  of  the  eighth  region,  as  well  as 

#  The  Sun,  f  The  Moon . 

from- 
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from  Bramah's  hiftorical  difcuffion  of  the 
other  fourteen,  it  is  mod  obvious,  that  the 
perfonages  which  he  introduces  as  adors  in 
the  work  of  that  creation  were  intended  by 
him  to  be  taken  only  in  a  figurative  fenfe* 
as  expreffive  of  the  three  fupreme  attributes, 
of  the  Deity,  his  power  to  create ,  his  power 
to  preferve ,  and  his  power  to  change ,  or 
deJiroy\  as  before  hinted  — -For  if  they  were 
to  be  underftood  in  any  other  fenfe,  it  would 
exprefly  contradid  his  own  text,  where  he 
reprefents  the  creation  of  the  Dunne  ahoudah 
as  proceeding  from  the  inflantaneous  fiat 
of  the  Eternal  one  ;  and  a  further  proof 
of  Bramah's  plain  intention,  refults  from 
his  prefixing  the  fame  exordium  to  each  of 
his  fedions  of  creation. 

But  as  the  real  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the 
allegory  (then  clearly  underftood  by  all)  was, 
in  procefs  of  time,  ioft  to  the  generality  of 
the  Gentoos  j  the  compilers  of  the  Chatah 
and  Aughtorrah  Shades ,  took  the  advantage 
(which  ignorance  and  time  gave  them)  and 
not  only  realifed  Bramah's  three  myfticai 
beings ,  but  created  alfo  a  multitude  of  fubor- 
dinate  adors,  and  made  Demi-gods  and  Di¬ 
vinities  of  them  all,  inftituting  particular 
days,  fafts,  and  feftivals,  and  other  exterior 

#  Vid.  Introduction  to  the  fourth  chapter. 

worfhip* 
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worfhip,  to  each  '.—Thus  Surjee  and  Chunder , 
Modoo  and  Kyioo ,  and  a  race  of  their  children 
and  defendants,  became  Demi-gods  and 
heroes ;  and  fcorning  to  confine  themfelves 
to  the  eighth  Boboon ,  thev  ran  hacked  the 
fourteen,  and  framed  divinities  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfonages  which  their  wild  imagina¬ 
tion  fuppofed  refident  in  each  of  them,  and 
allotted  to  them  peculiar  divine  worfhip, 
which  fuhfifts  to  this  day. 

It  will  not,  we  hope,  be  thought  an  im¬ 
probable  conjecture,  if  we  fay,  that  the 
allegorical  parts  of  Bramah’s  Chart  ah  Bhade, 
(which  truely  bears  a  divine  femblance)  being 
thus  perverted  or  grotty  miftaken  by  the  very 
tribe,  which  he  had  inftituted  guardians  over 
it,  and  being  fubfequently  communicated  to 
the  Egyptian  Magi,  and  by  them  circulated 
through  the  ftates  of  Greece ,  afforded  them, 
as  well  as  Rome  and  the  whole  Wejlern  world, 
thole  inexhauftible  fupplies  of  ?nythoiogical 
JyJIemSy  which  held  their  exigence  and  au¬ 
thority  even  long  after  the  light  of  chriftia- 
nity  had  fhone  upon  them.— But  to  re- 
iume  our  more  immediate  fubjedh 

The  adt  of  creation  of  the  Boboon  of  Mur  to, 
is  reprefented  in  the  annexed  plate  NQ  i. 
which  (with  others  we  fhall  have  occafion 

to 
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to  prefent  to  the  reader)  was  drawn  by  the 
inftru&ions,  and  under  the  eye  of  a  judicious 
Bramin  of  the  Battezaar  tribe,  the  tribe* 
as  before  noticed,  ufually  employed  in  ex¬ 
pounding  the  Shajiabs . 

Brum  *  is  reprefented  lying  and  floating 
on  a  leaf  of  beetle ,  over  the  troubled  furface 
of  the  abyfs  of  Jhoale ;  the  three  primary 
beings  appear  before  it,  in  the  pcfture  of 
adoration,  Birmah  on  the  right,  Biftnoo  in 
the  middle,  and  Sieb  on  the  left.— — -On  the 
right,  above  the  abyfs,  is  figtired  a  huge 
boar ,  bearing  ori  his  tulles  a  lump  of  earth, 
- — On  the  left,  above  the  abyfs,  is  reprefented 
a  tortoije ,  on  which  a  fnake  refts  his  tail, 
bearing  Murto  (or  the  earth )  on  his  head.— 
Brum  and  Birmah  ar£  habited  alike  5  and 
are  each  figured  with  four  heads  and  four 
arms. — The  three  primary  beings,  are  flip* 
pofed  in  the  poflure  of  adoration,  to  be  re¬ 
ceiving  the  commands  of  the  Eternal  one, 
touching  his  projected  new  creation*  and  the 
other  figures  exprefs  the  three  gradations  of 
the  work,  namely  the  beginning,  the  progrefs, 
and  completion 

*  Spirit  or  effence  of  the  Eternal  one  i  vide  Intro¬ 
duction  to  the  fourth  chapter. 

f  Vide  Plate  Np  1. 
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A  . 

Notwitbftanding  the  fagacious  reader,  By 
a  bare  reference  to  the  marginal  notes  which 
we  have  affixed  to  the  text  of  Bramah ,  will 
readily  conceive  the  fpirit  of  the  allegory 
contained  in  it  >  yet  as  fome  paffages  of  it 
requires  a  further  explanation  than  could  be 
huddled  into  a  note,  we  will  add  the  whole 
interpretation  of  it  under  one  connected 
view. 

The  Eternal  one  having  determined  on 
the  creation  of  the  univerie,  like  a  fupreme 
wife  architect  he  retired  for  a  fpace  to  pro- 
jedt  his  ftupendous  plan,  and  prepare  his 
materials.  —  He  was  oppofcd  in  the  operation 
by  the  difcordy  conftijion  and  tumult  of  the 
elements  that  compofe  the  ahyfs  of  J hoale 
—he  feparated,  fubdued,  brought  them  under 
fubjeciion ,  and  prepared  them  to  receive  his 
intended  impreffions.— He  exerts  his  three 
great  attributes,  to  create ,  prefer-ve ,  or  dejlroy , 
which  are  figuratively  reprefented  by  the  three 
prim  ary  created  beings— Hh  f pi  rit  floats  u  pon 
the  fur  face  of  the  ahyfs  of  J  hoale,  or  fluid, 
matter,— Creation  takes  pla cz.—Birmah  (or 
Creation)  is  reprefented  with  four  heads  and 
four  arms  to  denote  the  power  of  God  in  the  act 
o  f  c  r  e  a  t  i  o  n , — Bijinoo  thepr  eferver  i  s  t  r  a  n  s  fo  r  m  e  d 
into  a  mighty  boar ,  emblematically  fignifying 
the  Jlrength  of  God  in  the  aft  of  creation.— 

'  The 
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The  tortoife  myftically  denotes  the  liability 
and  permanency  of  the  foundation  of  the 
earthy  and  the  fnake  the  wifdom  by  which 
it  is  fuppcfted.'  Thefe  latter  operations  are 
given  to  Biflnoo ,  becaufe  the  earth  Was  the 
grand  principle  or  parent,  from  whence  he 
was  to  draw  the  means  for  the  preservation 
of  the  future  animal  creation,  deftined  for 
the  prifons  of  the  rebellious  Debtah ;  a  work 
which  we  may  gather  from  Bramah's  text, 
was  referved  for  the  hand  of  God  himfelf 
as  they  were  to  be  endued  with  rational 
powers It  may  be  afked  why  Brum,  is 
reprefented  floating*  particularly  on  a  beetle 
leaf  ?  To  this  we  can  only  reply,  that  the 
plant  is  deemed  facred  amongft  the  Gent 00s > 
It’s  culture  is  made  under  the  aufpices  of 
the  Shaflah,  and  inftrndtion  of  the  Bramins ; 
Unclean  per  foils  are  prohibited  entering  into  a 
beetle  garden ,  aS  the  approach  of  any  impu¬ 
rity  is  pronounced  fatal  to  the  plant,  in  the 
infancy  of  its  growth. 

To  conclude  this  general  head— flow  far 
Homer ,  Virgil ,  Lucretius ,  Ovid,  Lucian,  &c. 
have  in  their  conceptions  of  the  creation, 
(by  means  of  the  Egyptians)  built  on,  and 
availed  themfelves  of  the  Ample  cofmogcny 
of  Bramah,  we  leave  the  learned  and  curious 
to  trace.— Although  in  fadt,  it  is  obvious. 
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that  this  ancient  fage,  aimed  at  no  other 
folution  of  that  ftupendous  and  incompre- 
henfible  adt,  than  to  inculcate,  that  the  uni- 
verfe  was  produced  by  the  ejfence  and  vo¬ 
luntary  power y  Jlrength  and  wifdom  of  God. 
That  it  is  preferved  and  fuftained  by  ori¬ 
ginal  conftituent  powers  imprefled  on  it  by 
the  Deity,  and  that  it  is  liable  to  change 
and  diffolution,  at  his  divine  pleafure  and 
will. 


The  End  of  the  Fifth  Chapter . 
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CHAP.  vr. 

fhe  Gent oo  manner  of  computing  Timey  and 
their  conception  of  the  age  of  the  unwerfe , 
^  period  of  its  dijjhlution . 

(From  Bramah’s  Chartah  Bhade,  in  the  fup- 
plement  to  his  Birmahah.] 

CIXT  Y  nimicks ,  or  winks  of  the  eve^ 
^  make  one  pull . 

Sixty  pulls ,  make  one  gurree . 

Sixty  gurreesy  make  one  complete  day*  or 
one  day  and  one  night. 

Three  hundred  and  fixty-five  complete  days 
and  fifteen  gurree s  make  one  folar  year. 

The  Gentoos  divide  the  complete  day  into 
eight  parts,  to  which  they  give  the  term 
paary  commencing  their  day  at  fix  in  the 
morning; — thus  ek  paar  dheen  *  equals  our 
nine  in  the  morning ;  duapaar  dheen ,  our 
noon  ;  teenpaar  dheen ,  our  three  afternoon  ; 
Chaarpaar  dheen ,  our  fix  in  the  evening ; — 
the  diviflons  of  the  night  are  diftinguifhed 
by  the  word  rhaat  (night)  in  place  of 

f  Literally,  one  part  of  day. 

I  3  dkeen2 
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Seen,  as  ek  paar  rhaat ,  equals  our  nine  at 
night ;  and  fo  on. 


It  is  the  province  of  the  Bramins  in  thl§ 
country  to  keep  the  account  of  time,  and 
there  is  no  Gentoo  of  diftindtion  but  retains 
in  his  houfe  and  on  his  journeys  one  of 
thefe  time  keepers,  whole  intire  bufinefs  it  is 
to  regulate  time,  and  ftrike  the  gurrees  as 
they  pafs,  on  the  Ghong ,  an  extended  fheet 
of  copper,  which  yields  the  found  of  a 
folemn  bell. 


Bramah  meafuresfpace  or  duration  of  time, 
from  the  creation  of  the  Dunneahcudah ,  or 
univerfe,  by  the  revolutions  of  the  four 

9 


The  fir  ft  age,  or  Suttee  Jogue , 
contains  thirty-two  lac  years 
of  vulgar  time,  or 
The  fecond  age,  or  c±irta  fo- 


gue.,  fixteen  lac,  or 


The  third  age,  or  Dwapaar  \ 
Jogue ,  eight  lac,  or  j 

The  fourth  age,  or  Kolee  fo-  | 


gue,  four  lac,  or 


Years. 

3,200,000 

i, 600, ©00 
800,000 
400,000 


6,000,000 

ty-r.nwj«M  t  ■■  ii——  im  j 

Ekutter 
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Better  (feventy  one)  revolutions  of  the  four 
Jogues  make  one  Munnuntur  of  vulgar  time, 
,or  years  4263000,000. 

(The  word  Munnuntur,  is  in  this  place 
•flriddy  applied  by  Bramah  to /pace  of  times 
■but  it  is  by  him  frequently  uied  with  a  re- 
trofped:  fignification  to  the  a <3:  of  creation 9 
and  is  fometimes  given  as  an  additional  name 
■to  Birmah ,  as  Birmah  Munnuah,  alluding 
to  the  creation  being  the  r.efult  of  thought 
and  meditation  the  word.,  as  we  before  re¬ 
marked  in  a  marginal  note,  fprings  from 
Mon,  or  Mun,  thought,  re  tied  ion  5  Munnoo 
Logue ?  the  people  of  thought,  or  contem¬ 
plation,— The  compilers  of  the  -Aught  or  rah 
Bhade  derive  the  word  Munnuntur  from 
Munnuah  or  Munnooah,  whom  (by  perverting 
the  fenfe  of  Bramah )  they  make  to  be  the 
fabulous  perfonal  offspring  of  Birmah,  and 
report  mighty  feats  of  his  proweis  in  war, 
againft  A foifafoor,  and  his  adherents.) 

When  Bramah  defcended  to  promulge 
■the  written  law  and  commands  of  the  Etexv 
:nal  one  to  the  Gentoos,  he  at  the  fame  time 
(namely,  the  beginning  of  the  prelent 
Ko  lee  Jogue  declared,  “  from  the  regijiers 

*  Vide  Introduction  to  the  fourth  chapter, 

I  4  of 
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of  Surgo ,  that  the  Duhneaboudah ,  was  then 
entering  into  the  eighth  revolution  of  the 
four  fog  ues ,  in  the  fecond  Munnuntur  fi 
confequently,  according  to  Bramah's  account, 
(and  if  our  calculation  be  right)  the  precife 
age  of  this,  and  the  other  fourteen  planets 
of  the  univerfe,  amounted  to,  at  that  period, 
tour  hundred  and  fixty  eight  millions  of  years. 
And  if  we  fubflradl  the  4866  years,  which 
have  elapfed  fince  the  defeent  of  Bramah , 
we  fhall  find  the  remainder  of  the  Kolee 
Jogue  will  be  359,134  years;  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which,  Bramah  pronounced  and 
prophecied,  that  the  patience  and  forbearance 
of  the  Eternal  one  would  be  withdrawn 
from  the  delinquent  Debt  ah,  and  deftrudtion 
by  fire  fall  upon  the  eight  regions  of  pu~ 
nifhment,  purgation  and  probation 

t  ' 

In  the  fupplement  to  his  Birmahah, 
Bramah  like  wife  taught,  that  the  Boboon 
of  MurtOy  had  undergone  three  remarkable 
changes,  and  would  undergo  three  more, 
before  its  final  diflolution  in  common  with 
the  other  feven  Bobocns ;  but  he  fpecifies  not 
of  what  nature  thofe  changes  were,  or  would 
be  he  alfo  declares,  cC  that  after  a  long 
fpace,  a  fecond  new  creation  will  take  place  ; 
<c  but  of  what  kind ,  or  on  what  principles  it 
f  Vide  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fifth  fedfion. 

,  5  “  would. 
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f*  would  be  conflruBedy  was  only  known  to  the 

Eternal  one.” 

The  caufe  of  the  fuperftitious  veneration 
paid  by  the  Gentoos  to  the  numericals  one 
and  three  has,  we  conceive,  been  obvious 
to  the  difcerning  reader  as  he  travelled  thro5 
thefe  flheets.— It  is  remarkable,  that  a  Gen- 
tco  never  gives  or  receives  an  obligation  for 
an  even  fum  -y  if  he  borrows  or  lends  a 
hundred,  a  thoufand,  or  ten  thoufand  ru¬ 
pees,  the  obligation  runs  for  a  hundred  and 
one,  a  thoufand  and  one,  ten  thoufand  and 
one,  &c.  The  MahommedanSy  in  conformity 
only,  have  generally  adopted  this  cuflom ; 
hence  it  was,  that  the  revenues  ftipulated 
to  be  paid  annually  by  Soujah  Khan  into 
the  royal  treafury,  were  one  khorore,  one  lac, 
one  thoufand,  one  hundred,  and  one  rupee. 


fbe  End  of  the  Sixth  Chapter . 
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C  H  A  P.  VIL 

Of  the  Geiitoo  Fafts,  and  F eft  veals,  &c. 

[From  the  Chatah  and  Aughtorrah  Bhad 

Shaftahs,] 


INTRODUCTION, 

A  S  the  Gentoo  year  begins  the  firft  of 
^  -**  April ,  we  will  trace  their  holy  days 
as  they  fall  in  tarn  from  that  day,  premifing 
that  the  word  Oupofs  fignifies  a  fail.  Pur- 
rup  a  feaft,  and  Poojah  worfhip,  but  when 
accompanied  with  an  offering,  it  is  then 
called  Birto  Poojah.— Poojah  is  alfo  fome~ 
times  ufed  to  fignify  the  altar  on  which  they 
offer. 

The  Gentoo  holy  days  are  guided  by  the 
courfe  and  age  of  the  moon,  and  generally 
take  their  denomination  from  that,  or  fron* 
the  religious  duties  that  are  enjoined  on  thofe 
particular  days,  and  fometimes  from  both. 

6  Theff 
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Their  offerings  conflft  of  fruits,  fome  par¬ 
ticular  facred  plants  and  flowers,  powdered 
fugar5  fait,  meal,  and  different  kinds  of  grain. 

FIrft  Holy  Day.  Oupofs, 

Okhuij  Tertea,  falls  on  the  third 
day  of  the  new  moon  in  April ,  and  is  de¬ 
dicated  to  the  giving  alms  and  benefactions 
to  the  B  rami  ns,  as  the  word  Okhuij  imports. 

“ — Tins  day  is  alfo  ordained  for  making  the  April. 
Gentoo  pickle  called  Kojfundee ,  made  only  on 
this  day,  by  the  wives  of  the  Bramins ;  it 
is  compofed  of  green  mango’s,  tamarind, 
muftard  feed,  and  frefh  muftard  feed  oil  ^ 
it  is  deemed  a  holy  pickle,  and  the  only  one 
the  Gent oos  ufe  with  their  food. 

Second.  Oupofs. 

Poornemee  falls  on  the  full  moon 
in  April ,  and  is  ftriftly  ordained  for  waflh™ 
ing  and  purifying  in  the  river  Ganges,  and 
for  diftrifauting  charity. 

Third.  Oupofs  Poojah—Burrup . 

Grun  ||  Sustee,  falls  on  the  fixth  day 
of  the  new  moon  in  May ,  and  is  dedicated  May. 
to  the  goddefs  Sufee ,  the  goddefs  of  gene- 

f  Poor  ah,  full. 

||  Orun ,  the  morning  Jlar ,  often  ufed  to  exprefs  the 
f lawn  of  day . 

ration^ 
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f ation,  who  is  wor  (hipped  when  the  morning 
jfar  appears,  or  at  dawn  of  day,  for  the 
propagation  of  children,  and  to  remove 
barren  nefs,*—  On  this  day  prefents  are  ufu- 
ally  made  by  the  parents  to  their  Tons  in 
Jaw,  and  the  day  ends  with  a  purrup  or 
feaft. 


Fourth,  Purriipy  at  night  Poojah. 

Bussarrah,  as  the  word  imports,  falls 
on  the  tenth  day  of  the  new  moon  in  May  ; 
it  is  dedicated  to  the  God  Gnnga ,  the  God 
of  the  Ganges ,  who  is  fabled  to  have  arrived 
on  earth  on  this  day  of  the  moon,  and  in 
this  month — it  is  alfo  dedicated  to  the  God- 
defs  Moonjhee  Pagooran  *,  Godd(efs  of  fnakes? 
and  fabulous  daughter  of  Sieb. 

Fifth.  Oupofs- Poojah. 

Poornemee  falls  on  the  full  rnoqp  in 
May ,  and  is  dedicated  to  juggernaut ,  (fy- 
nonimous  with  BiJl?ico.)  This  day  is  otherwife 
called  from  the  duty  enjoined  on  it,  the  67- 
nan  -f,  Jattra  ijl,  or  general  wafting  in  the 
Ganges-^- and  it  is  almoft  incredible  to  think 
the  imrnenfe  multitude  of  every  age  and  fex 
that  appears  on  both  fides  of  the  river, 

*  ' Tagoorcin ,  prieftefs,  fometimes  goddefs. 

j-  Sinan ,  bathing. 

j  Jattra>  literally  fignifies  a  dance  of  many . 

throughout 
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throughout  it’s  whole  courfe,  at  one  and 
the  fame  time. 

Sixth.  Oupojs-Pnrrup . 

Rhutt  Jattra,  falls  on  the  fecond 
day  of  the  new  moon  in  June  ;  it  is  dedicated 
to  Jaggernaut  and  Bijlnoo . — On  this  day 
the  Rhutt ,  or  triumphal  car  of  Jaggernaut » 
is  carried  forth  about  a  mile,  reds,  and  is 
returned  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  moon. — * 
From  the  feventh  day  of  the  moon  to  the 
tenth,  both  inclusive,  is  the  Umboobissee  5  June, 
during  which  fpace,  the  earth  is  left  to 
her  purgations ,  and  neither  plough,  fpade, 
or  any  other  inftrument  of  tillage,  permitted 
to  moleft  her.— The  term  Umboobissee, 
which  needs  no  further  explanation,  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  women  under  the  famecircumdances. 

Seventh.  Oupofs . 

Syon  f  Ekkadussee,  as  the  laft  word 
imports,  Ells  on  the  eleventh  day  of  the 
new  moon  in  June ,  and  is  a  folemn  fafh 
Jaggernaut  (or  Bijinoo)  is  fabled  to  Jleep  for 
four  months; — which  only  fignifies  that 
the  rainy  feafon  about  this  time  fetting  in  for 
four  months,  the  care  of  Bijinoo  (the  pre~ 

f  Syon ,  deep,  repofe. 

ferver) 


(  126  ) 

fewer)  is  fufpended,  as  immaterial,  the  rains 
fecuring  their  crops  of  grain. 

Eighth.  Oupofs . 

Poornemee,  as  the  word  imports,  falls 
on  the  full  moon  in  June,  and  is  dedicated 
to  wafhing  in  the  Ganges ,  and  charity  to  the 
Bramins . 


Ninth.  Oupofs . 

Duadussee,  as  the  word  fignifies,  falls 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  new  moon  in 
July,  and  is  devoted  to  wafhing  in  the 
Ganges ,  and  giving  alms. 

Tenth.  Oupofs-Purrup. 

Ekkadussee,  Teradussee,  Chowta« 
dussee  and  Poornemee,  the  eleventh, 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  of  the  new  moon  in 
July,  to  the  Poornemee  or  full  inclufive, 
are  dedicated  to  the  Joolna  Jdtt'ra  of  Kif 
fen  Tagoor  }  hot  thefe  are  not  directed  by  the 
Shaft  ah,  and  are  only  obferved  by  the  Gen - 
toes  of  the  Kettery  tribe. 

Eleventh.  Oupofs . 

Jurmo  f  Oostoomee  falls  on  the  eighth 
day  after  the  full,  or  twenty-third  day  of 


f  fturmoy  nativity. 
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the  moon  in  July ,  and  is  dedicated  to  the 
birth  of  KiJJen  Tagoor ,  who  is  fabled  to 
have  then  defcended  for  the  deftrudion  of 
Kunkfoo  Rajah ,  a  famous  and  tyrant* 

It  is  obferved  as  a  folemn  fail. 

Twelfth.  Purr  up. 

Lukee  “f*  Poojah  falls  on  the  firft  Thurs¬ 
day  in  the  month  of  Augujl ;  fhe  is  the 
GentooG oddefs  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  andisAugufh 
fabled  to  be  the  wife  of  Bijlnoo,  the  preferver  9 
fhe  is  worshipped  at  this  time  on  the  coming 
in  the  Paddy9  the  name  given  to  rice  in  the 
hufk.— The  day  concludes  with  a  feaft, 

T  h  i  r  teen  th .  Pur  rap. 

Unnunto  Bxrto,  fails  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  moon  in  Augujl ,  and  is  dedicated 
to  Bijl  mo  with  the  epithet  of  Unnunto ,  or 
the  unknown  an  offering  of  grain  is  made 
to  him,  and  the  day  concludes  with  a 
feaft. 

Fourteenth.  Oupofs . 

Arundah  Poojah  falls  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  Augujl ,  and  is  dedicated  to  Moonfhee 
Tagooran  ^the  feminine  of  Tagoor)  Goddefs 

of  fnakes." - The  precife  interpretation  of 

Arundah  we  have  loft,  and  will  not  imp  of  e 

f  Lukuy  plenty,  affluence. 

on 
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oft  our  readers.- — Although  this  day  is  a  faff, 
it  ends  in  a  feaft  of  the  new  rice ,  boiled 
early,  and  eaten  cold ;  to  which  eflential 
circumftance  we  think  the  word  Arundah, 
given  to  this  Poojah *  alludes ;  but  we  are 
not  pofitive. 

Fifteenth.  Purrup> 

Drug  ah  Poojah  falls  on  the  feventh 
day  of  the  new  moon  in  September ,  and 
continues  the  eighth  and  ninth.  The 
eighth  is  obferved  as  a  faft  by  thofe  who 
have  no  children. — Phis  is  the  grand  general 
feaft  of  the  Gentoos ,  ufually  vifited  by  all 
Septem-  Europeans ,  (by  invitation)  who  are  treated 
ber*  by  the  proprietor  of  the  feaft  with  the 
fruits  and  flowers  in  feafon,  and  are  enter¬ 
tained  every  evening  whilft  the  feaft  lafts, 
with  bands  of  fingers  and  dancers. — This 
Goddefs  is  the  firft  in  rank  and  dignity,  and 
the  moft  aftive  of  all  the  fabulous  deities  of 
the  Aughtorrah  Shade ,  and  is  ftiled  the 
wife  of  Sieby  the  dejlroyer ,  the  third  of  the 
three  primary  created  beings.  She  is  as  often 
ftiled  Bowannee  -f*,  as  Drugah  j  5  and  fre¬ 
quently  Bowannee  Drugah :  the  caufe  of  her 
defcent  is  thus  derived  God  having  ap¬ 
pointed  Endeer  |]  and  his  defendants  uni- 

f  Perfevering*  J  Virtue .  [j  Goodnefs. 

verfai 
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verfal  Rajahs  of  the  world,  the  appointment 
was  illy  brooked  by  Moifafoor* ;  he  there¬ 
upon  drew  together  his  adherents,  and  waged 
war  againft  Endeer  and  his  defendants,  who 
were  at  laft  in  the  Duapaar  Jogue  obliged 
to  fly,  and  leave  the  government  of  the 
world  to  Moifafoor  $  which  proved  the 
foarce  of  ravages,  murders,  and  confufion. 
— Endeer  >  and  his  few  adherents,  were 
confined  to  a  fmall  portion  of  the  world, 
from  whence,  in  compaffion  to  mankind, 
they  with  piety  and  humility  petitioned  the 
three  primary  created  beings  to  implore 
the  Eternal  one  to  redrefs  the  grievances 
refulting  from  the  ufurped  power  of  Moija - 
foor* — The  three  beings  interceded,  and  ob¬ 
tained  permiffion  that  Bowannee  Drugah 
fhould  defend  on  the  earth,  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  Moifafoor  and  his  adherents,  which, 
the  Gentoos  are  taught  to  believe  file  will 
in  the  end  effect,  and  finally  reftore  the 
government  of  the  world  to  Endeer  and  his 
defendants,  according  to  the  firft  intention 
of  the  Eternal  one.  Hence  was  the  Dru~ 
gab  Poojah  inftituted,  during  which  the 
Supreme  Being  is  invoked,  through  her  me¬ 
diation,  to  h alien  that  wi fed- for  period.— 
The  allegory  in  the  foregoing  recital  is  fo 
plain  by  a  reference  to  the  marginal  notes, 
#  Evil* 


Part  IL 


R 


that 


(  i3°  ) 

that  we  will  not  affront  the  underftanding 
of  our  readers  by  offering  an  explanation, 
although  we  fhall  illuflrate  it  further  when 
we  give  a  particular  interpretation  of  the 
plate  NQ  2. 

Sixteenth.  Purr  up, 

Dussumee,  or  the  tenth  day  of  the  new 
moon  in  September ,  when  the  image  of 
Drug  ah  is  caft  into  the  Ganges,  with  the 
univerfal  acclamations  of  the  people,  and  is 
faid  to  be  returned  to  her  hufband  Sieb.  Pu¬ 
rification  by  wafhing  in  the  Ganges  on  this 
day  is  flridtly  enjoined. 

Seventeenth.  Oupofs. 

Lukee  Poo j ah  falls  on  the  full  moon 
in  September,  on  which  fine  is  worshipped 
all  night,  during  which  nothing  is  drank 
but  the  water  of  the  coco  nut. 

Eighteenth.  Oupofs . 

Kalleka,  Kalkee  or  Kallee  Pooj ah ,  (for 
they  are  fynonimous)  falls  on  the  laft  day 
of  the  moon  in  September .  This  goddcfs  is 
worfliipped  all  the  night  of  that  day  uni- 
verfally,  but  in  a  more  particular  manner  at 
Kallee  Ghat ,  about  three  miles  fouth  of  Cal - 
cutt'a ;  an  ancient  Pagoda  dedicated  to  her 
there,  ftands  clofe  to  a  final  1  brook,  which 

is 
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is  by  the  Bramins  deemed  to  be  the  original 

courfe  of  the  Ganges - The  parts  of  the 

Gentoa  Goddefs  (like  the  parts  of  fome  mo¬ 
dern  faints)  are  worfliipped  in  various  parts 
of  Indojlan*  her  eyes  at  Kallee  Ghat ,  her 
head  at  Ba?taras5  her  hand  at  Bindoobund  \ 
but  where  the  remains  of  her  are  didributed 
has  efcaped  our  memory  — -She  takes  her 
name  from  her  ufbal  habiliment,  which  is 
black ,  and  is  frequently  called  the  black  God - 
defs  Kallee  is  the  common  name  for  ink.— — 
She  is  fabled  to  have  fprung,  completely  armed, 
from  the  eye  of  Drugah ,  at  a  time  when  die 
was  hard  preffed  in  battle  by  the  tyrants  of 

the  earth  - On  this  fail,  worfihip  and 

offerings  are  paid  to  the  manes  of  deeeafed 
ancejlors .  Befides  the  laft  mentioned  annual 
cuftom,  every  Gent&o  keeps  the  anniverfary 
of  their  father’s  death,  in  failing  and  wor- 
fhip  to  his  manes 5  which  is  called  Baap  ka 
Surraadf—**lt  is  worthy  remark  (by  the  bye) 
that  in  all  Devonfhire ,  the  word  Kallee  ex- 
prefles  black  or  fmut :  why  the  fame  com¬ 
bination  of  letters  fhould  convey  the  fame 
idea  to  people  fo  far  removed  from  each 
other,  we  leave  the  curious  to  account  for. 

%  Plate  3. 

f  The  various  heads  which  appear  (battered  over 
the  plate,  fignify  the  many  tyrants  and  menders  ihe 
lew  in  conjunction  with  Drugah . 

X  Sacred  to  the  father, 

K  a  Nine- 
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Nineteenth.  Purrup . 

Raas  J  Jattra,  falls  on  the  full 
moon  in  Odiober.  and  is  continued  to  the 

7  ■% 

feventeenthof  the  moon;  it  is  dedicated  to  Kif- 
Jen  Pagoor  Kettry. — This  feafl  is  univerfally 
obferved,  bat  in  a  mod:  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner  celebrated  at  Bindoobund,  in  comme- 
Odober.  moration  of  a  marvellous  event  which  is 
fabled  to  have  happened  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  place. — A  number  of  virgins 
met  to  celebrate,  in  mirth  and  fports,  the 
defcent  of  Kijfen  ||  :  in  the  heighth  of  their 
joy,  the  God  appeared  amongft  them,  and 
propofed  to  them  a  dance ,  to  which  they 
objeded,  as  they  were  many,  and  he  but 
one;  to  obviate  this  objection,  he  divided 
himfeif  into  as  many  Kijfens  as  there  were 
virgins,  who  immediately  entered  into  a  circn- 
lar  dance  with  them,  as  reprefented  in  the 
plate  NQ  4.  In  the  centre  circle  he  is  repre¬ 
fented  handing  in  a  difengaged  attitude,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  nymphs  Nundee  and  Bring - 
bee  (joys  and  fports)  who  are  making  him 
offerings  of  flowers  and  fruits. 

Twentieth.  Gupofs. 

Kart ik  Boo] ah  falls  on  the  laft  day  of 
the  moon  in  Odlober. — ' This  divinity  is  fabled 
to  be  the  youngeft  fon  of  Moifoor  (or  Sieb) 
t  A  circle.  ||  Plate  N?  4. 


and 
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and  Drugah ;  he  is  worfhipped  on  this  day 
by  thofe  who  have  not  been  bleffed  with 
children,  and  man  and  woman  are  enjoined 

a  ftridt  faft.*~ - The  word  Kartik ,  hridly 

means  confecration ,  hence  this  divinity  is  faid 
to  be  the  invilible  guardian,  and  fuperinten- 
dant  of  the  Gentoo  Pagodas .  The  word  alfo 
fometimes  fignifies  holinefs .  The  month  of 
O Bober  takes  its  name  from  him,  becaufe 
in  this  month  the  Pagodas  are  generally  con- 
fecrated. 

Twenty-fir  ft.  Purr  up. 

Novono  'f-,  is  celebrated  on  the  firft: 
lucky  PhurJday  in  November ,  on  'the  firft: 
coming  in  "of  the  new  grain  of  the  fecond  Novem“ 
crop  ;  the  lucky  7 bur j day  is  fixed  in  a  con- 
fultation  of  Bramins ,  and  is  a  general  feaft. 

Twenty- fecond.  Oupofs-Purrup * 

Luke e ‘Poo jah  falls  on  the  fir Si7hurJ- 
day  in  the  month  of  December,  on  getting 
in  all  the  new  harveft,  when  this  favorite 
Goddefs  of  the  Gentpos  receives  a  folemn  Decem- 
thankfgiving  for  all  the  bleftings  of  the ber* 
year  5  the  day  is  paffed  in  falling,  worfhip* 
wafhing  and  purifying  in  the  Ganges :  at 
night  they  feaft.  ' 

f  New  rice , 

K  3 
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Twenty-thirch  Purrup , 

Lukee  Poojah  Sankrantee  *  falls 
on  the  laft  day  in  December ,  when  this 
Goddefs  is  again  worihipped  as  on  the  laft 
mentioned  holy-day,  excepting  the  fait.  On 
this  day  bread  is  diftributed  in  alms,  ac** 
cording  to  every  one’s  ability.* 

Twenty-fourth.  Purrup. 

Seeree  Punchemee  falls  On  the  fifth 
day  of  the  new  moon  in  January ,  and  is 
dedicated  to  Surfuitee  J,  the  Gentoo  God¬ 
defs  of  arts,  and  letters. ^-She  is  fabled  to 
be  the  daughter  of  Birmab  and  Birmaanee * 
January.  The  Kcyt  Caji ,  or  tribe  of  writers,  are 
prohibited  the  ufe  of  pen  and  ink  on  this 
feftival,  which  are  confecrated  to  her  for  the 
day,  and  a  ceffation  is  put  to  bufinefs  of 
every  kind. — Seeree  fignifies  fortune*  fuc~ 
cefs ,  and  is  the  Jirji  word  of  every  epiftolary 
correfpondence  in  the  Gentm  language. 

T  wenty-fiith.  Birto . 

Orun  Oodee,  jj  SuptimEe,  falls  on  the 
feventh  day  of  the  new  moon  in  January P 
and  is  called  Soorjee  Poojah,  or  wor/hip  to  the 

f 

*  Sunkrantee  fignifies  the  laft  day  in  every  month* 

%  invention,  contrivance ,  ingenuity ,  genius • 

jj  Rifing  °f  tbe  dawn, 

Jum 
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fun  •,  to  whom  offerings  are  made  of  peculiar 
flowers  in  the  Ganges . 

T  wenty-fixth .  Oupofs . 

Bhim  Ekadussee  falls  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  new  moon  in  January ;  the  day 
is  dedicated  to  Kijfen ,  and  commemorates 
the  abdinence  of  Bhim,  a  voracious  Eater , 
who  faded  on  this  day  ;  he  is  called  the 
brother  of  Judifeen .  Bhim  is  the  common 
name  of  reproach  for  a  Glutton ,  but  who 
this  Judifeen  is*  or  what  the  occult  meaning 
and  real  fignification  of  this  fad,  has  flipped 
our  memory,  and  we  will  not  fubditute  any 
interpretation  that  is  not  warranted  by  our 
materials,  or  from  our  certain  and  clear 
knowledge. 

T  wenty  Seventh.  Oupofs . 

Poornemee,  or  the  full  moon  in  January , 
is  dedicated  to  Biftnoo ,  the  cherijher .« — — 
Fading,  wafhing  and  alms. 

Twenty-eighth.  Oupofs . 

Siebrat eer,  Chowturdujfee ,  or  the  four¬ 
teenth  after  the  full,  falls  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  the  moon  in  January,  and  is 
dedicated  to  Sieb>  the  dedroyer,  who  is  wor- 
fhipped  with  fading,  offerings,  and  prayer 
all  the  night,  as  the  additional  rateer  annexed 
to  the  title  of  this  holy-day  imports. 

K  4  Twenty- 
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Twenty-ninth.  Ou pofs . 

Govindussee  falls  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  the  moon  in  February,  and  is  dedicated 
February,  to  Bijtnoo  the-  comforter ,  as  the  word  Gcvin , 
or  Govindu  fignifies,  and  is  one  of  the  many 
appellatives  given  to  the  fecond  of  the  three 
primary  created  perfons,  and  he  is  worfhipped 
on  this  day  witn  fading,  prayer,  &c. 

Thirtieth.  Purr  up. 

Dole  -f*  Jattra  falls  on  the  Poornemee 
or  full  moon  in  February ,  and  is  facred  to 
Kiffen  lagoor.  On  this  feaft  day  it  is  that 
the  Ge rt 00s  caft  the  powder  of  a  certain  red 
flower,  called  Faag,  on  all  they  meet ;  hut 
whence  this  cuftom,  or  for  what  caufe  this 
feaft  was  fir  ft  inftitoted,  has  efcaped  us. 

Thirty-firft.  Oupofs. 

Barranee  Jattra,  or  Modoo  Kiftna  j 
Firadujfee  (the  thirteenth  after  the  full)  falls 
on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  moon  in 
February:  if  this  falls  on  a  Saturday ,  it  is 
called  Barranee ,  and  if  the  ftar  Sat 00  Bifjah 
is  then  on  the  meridian,  it  is  called  Mahah 
Barran  ey  and  again,  if  the  ftar  Soobo  Jogue 
is  in  conjunction  with  Sat 00  Bijfah ,  it  is 

-f-  D ole,  a  drum. 

J  K Jfen,  Kiftna ,  are  fynonimous  with  B'Jlnoo ,  but 
allude  to  different  attributes. 

then 
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then  called  *  Mahah  Mahah  Barranee . 

- - — Thefe  conjun&ions  are  uncertain,  but 

when  they  happen,  it  is  deemed  a  moft 
holy  day,  and  is  obferved  by  univerfal 
purification  in  the  Ganges ,  and  worfhip  and 
offerings  to  Soorjee ,  or  the  fun.  It  fell  out 
laft  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February , 
l759« — — A$  we  have  loft  the  precife  mean¬ 
ing  and  etymology  of  the  word  Barranee , 
and  confefs  ourfelves  ignorant  of  the  aftro- 
nomy  of  the  Bramins ,  we  will  not  attempt 
an  explanation  of  this  faft. 

Thirty-two.  Oupofs-Purrup. 

Tukee  Poojah  falls  on  the  firft  Fhurf- 
day  in  March ,  when  this  goddefs  is  wor-Marc^‘ 
ihipped  univerfally,  and  thanked  for  all  the 
productions  of  the  earthy  all  being  brought 
forth  by  this  time0 

Tbirty-fecond  Purr  up. 

D u r g  a u  Poojah ,  and  Bkafuntee  %  Poojah^ 
fails  on  the  feventh  day  of  the  new  moon 
in  March ,  and  continues  the  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth — on  the  laft,  her  image  is  caft  into 
the  Ganges.  This  feaft  is  inftituted  for  the 

*  MoJ}  great . 

t  The  end ,  finals  conclufve9  alluding  to  this  being 
the  laft  feaft  of  the  year,  preceding  the  Gentoo  Lent. 

fame 
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fame  purpofes  as  the  other  grand  one,  but 
not  with  that  parade  and  univerfality. 

Thirty-third.  Onpofs . 

Sieb,  or  Sunni  as  *  Poo] ah ,  is  from  the 
firft  to  the  thirtieth  of  March ,  with  only 
a  Abort  fufpenfion  during  the  term  of  the 
Durgah  Poojah  above-mentioned — The  Sun- 
mas  pGojab ,  is  the Gentoa  Lent;  their  penan¬ 
ces*  mortifications,  and  felf  corporal  punifh- 
rnents,  have  been  fo  often  defcribed,  we 
will  not  particularize  any  of  them.  The 
Chur  ruck  +,  or  day  of  jwinging,  falls  on 
the  thirtieth.  From  this  penance  the  three 
carts,  or  tribes,  of  Bramins ,  Bydees  and 
Koytsy  are  exempted  by  the  Aughtorrah 
Bhade ;  and,  in  fadt,  none  but  the  very  lowed 
of  the  people  go  through  any  of  the  pub- 
lick  penances ;  but,  every  cart:  farts  and 
worships  the  twenty-ninth,  the  day  preced¬ 
ing  the  Chur  ruck. — This  folemn  fart  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Sieb>  or  Moideb ,  or  Moifoor ,  the 
Mutilator ,  and  averter  of  evil;  through 
whom,  at  this  feafon,  the  Eternal  one  is 
invoked,  to  defend  them  from  the  influence 
of  Moifqfoor  and  his  adherents,  and  avert 

*  Penitents .  f  Literally  fignifies  a  Wheel - 

but  the  circle  which  the  penitent  defcribes  in  Twing¬ 
ing  round  has  given  it  this  appellation. 

%  By  dees  ^  the  tribe  that  profefs  the  practice  of 
phyfick. 

the 


V 
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Ae  final  doom  pronounced  againft  the  de¬ 
linquent  Debtah . 


There  isafeftival  indituted  to  Rhaam?  the 
protedlor ,  which  is  entitled  the  Rhaam 
Jattra,  but  the  precife  time  of  it’s  cele¬ 
bration  we  have  utterly  forgot. — Rhaam  is 
another  of  the  multitude  of  names,  or  rather 
attributes.,  given  to  Bifoo ,  the  preferver » 

How  far  the  origin  of  the  falls,  fedivals, 
terms,  &c.  of  the  Egyptians?  Greeks  and 
Latins ,  may  be  traced  from  the  Chat  ah  and 
Aughtorrah  Bbade  Shajiahs?  we  fubmit 
and  recommend  to  the  elucidation  of  our 
learned  readers,  who  will  be  the  better  en¬ 
abled  to  make  fuch  an  enquiry  from  what 
follows. 


Explanation  of  the  Elate  or  Reprefentation 
of  the  Gentoos  grand feajt  of  the  Drugab . 

Plate  N°  2. 

The  reprefentation  of  the  Drama  in  this 
grand  Gentoo  feaft  will,  we  doubt  not,  appear 
genuine  to  many  thoufands  now  in  England? 
as  it  is  a  fight  that  few  who  have  vifited 
Bengali  have  not  indulged  themfelves  with  •? 
and  we  may  take  the  liberty  of  faying,  that 
but  very  few  amongft  the  multitude  who 

have 
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have  feen  it  could  form  the  fmalleft  judg¬ 
ment  of  it’s  intention  or  fignification ;  to 
thefe,  therefore,  we  flatter  ourfelves  it  will 
afford  fome  pleafure,  the  having  a  fubjeCl 
explained  to  them,  on  which  they  have 
often  looked  with  pity  and  amazement ! 
becaufe  they  did  not  underhand  it. — The 
intention  of  this  feaft  we  have  already  given 
in  it's  proper  place,  to  which  the  reader  may 
advert,  under  the  title  of  Drugab  Poojah 
N°  i;.  and  {hall  now  proceed  to  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  chief  perfonages  in  the  plate. 

The  center  and  principal  figure  is  Dru- 
G-AH  or  Virtue  ;  The  is  reprefented,  with  ten 
arms,  descending  on  a  dragon — myftically 
flie wing  the  power  and  irrefiflable  force  of 
virtue ,  when  exerted  with  vigor.— She  is 
crowned,  one  of  her  hands  is  armed  with  a 
fpear,  and  fhe  is  environed  with  a  fnake— 
with  another  hand  fhe  binds  Moifafoor  (or 
Evil)  with  a  fnake,  and  kills  him  by  thru  fl¬ 
ing  her  fpear  through  his  heart ,  thereby 
implying  that  Virtue’s  fafeft  and  furefl  guard 
againfl  vice  or  evil  is  wifdorn ,  of  which  the 
Jnake ,  as  before  obferved,  is  the  fymboL* — . 
The  battles  *  faid  to  have  been  fought  be¬ 
tween  Endeer  •f,  and  Moifafoor  J,.  in  which 
the  latter  generally  proved  victorious,  with- 

*  Vide  Drugah  Poojah ,  fifteenth, 

f  Good ,  t  Evil, 


out 
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out  the  affiftance  of  Drugah  Bowannee ,  or 
perfevering  virtue  >  implies  that  moral  evil 
can  only  be  fuccefsfully  combated  therewith. 
™The  ravages.,  murders,  and  confufion,  which 
are  faid  to  be  the  confequences  in  the  world 
of  the  flight  of  Endeer  and  victory  of  Mot- 
fafoor  emblematically  fignify  the  fatal 
and  natural  effects  of  vice  or  evil  trium¬ 
phant,  which  mu  ft  neceffarily  be  attended 
with  deftrudtive  fcenes  of  violence.— Hence* 
Moifafoor  is  fabled  to  have  transformed 
himfelf,  after  his  vidtory,  into  a  mad  huffola , 
the  fymbol  of  ungovernable  rage,  whofe  head 
is  feen  in  the  annexed  plate  lying  at  the  feet 
of  Drugah.  —  Although  Moifafoor  in  the 
plate  appears  to  be  flain  by  Drugah ,  yet  this 
adt  is  only  a  prophetic  reprefentation  of  the 
death  and  deftrudtion  he  will  in  the  end 
fuffer  by  her  hand,  when  Eitdeer  fhail  be 
reftored,  and  Good  be  predominant  in  the 
world  again  and  triumph  over  Moifafoor  or 
Evil. — Endeer  being  appointed  by  God  uni- 
verfal  Rajah  of  the  world,  myftically  points 
out  his  benevolent  intentions,  that  it  fhouid 
be  governed  by  goodnefs  and  piety,  and  the 
allegory  is  as  obvious  where  Moifafoor  is 
faid  illy  to  brook  the  appointment 

On  the  right  of  Drugah  are  reprefented 
the  figures  of  Sieb,  her  huiband,  and  of 

*  Vide  Drugah  Poojah .  t  Vide  Drugah  Poojah. 
z  Luke  e $ 
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Lukee ,  the  goddefs  of  grain.* — Sieb  is  fitting 
on  a  white  bully  the  fymbol  of  purity  and 
dominion ;  he  is  environed  with  a  fnake, 
holding  in  one  hand  a  Dumboar  and  in 
the  other  a  Singee  mufical  inftruments  in 
ufe  at  all  the  Gentoo  feflivals ;  allegorically 
pointing  out  that  Wifdom  is  the  moll  effec¬ 
tual  averter  of  evil,  and  that  mirth,  joy  and 
gladnefs,  are  the  natural  effe&s  of  it’s  being 
averted  from  us. 

The  goddefs  Lukee  is  reprefented  {land¬ 
ing  in  an  eafy  attitude;  {he  is  crowned  with 
ears  of  grain,  and  is  encircled  by  a  plant 
bearing  fruit,  which  paffes  through  both  her 
hands,  the  root  of  which  is  under  her  feet; 
{he  (as  all  the  fuperiour  Gentoo  divinities  are) 

is  environed  by  a  fnake. - The  meaning 

conveyed  by  this  figure  is  fo  obvious  it  needs 
no  explanation. 

Underneath  the  figure  of  Sieb  is  repre¬ 
fented  the  divinity  named  Ghumnis  ||. — - 
He  has  no  peculiar  day  of  worship  inflituted 
in  honor  of  him,  for  this  manifeft  reafon, 
becaufe  all  the  addreffes,  offerings  and  wor- 
fhip,  which  are  made  to  the  fupreme,  and 
fuperior  beings,  are  preferred  through  his 
mediation,  and  promoted  by  a  prior  offering 

f  A  fmall  drum .  1  A  mufical  horn . 

||  Purity ,  or  jbicerity  of  heart. 

and 
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and  worfhip  paid  to  him ;  fo  that  he  may 
be  properly  filled  the  God  of  offerings . — He 
is  fabled  to  be  the  firft  born  of  Moifoor  (or 
Sieb)  and  Drugah\  all  worfhip  and  offerings 
being  made  through  him,  myftically  fignifies 
that  purity  and  fncerity  of  heart  mu  ft  be 
the  fource  from  whence  the  Deity  is  invo¬ 
ked. — He  is  reprefented  with  four  arms,  fat¬ 
ing  on  an  altar,  environed  with  afnake,  and 
with  the  head  of  a  white  elephant ,  the  fym- 
bols  of  purity ,  riches  and  dominion  or  Jlrengtb , 
which,  the  Gentoos  fay,  includes  every 
bleffing,  and  cannot  be  juftly  and  properly 
acquired  but  by  pure  and  fincere  adls  of 
devotion  to  God,  and  good  works  to  man 
and  his  fellow  creatures.— His  four  arms 
are  only  reprefentative  of  the  power,  force  and 
efficacy  of  flncerity  in  Worfhip  and  prayer* 

i 

On  the  left  of  Drugah  is  reprefented  the 
figure  of  Surfittee ,  the  Gentoo  Goddefs  of 
arts,  letters  and  eloquence,  fo  fully  defcribed 
under  the  feaft  called  Seeree  Punch umee 
(twenty-fourth,)  In  the  plate,  fine  appears 
environed  with  a  fnake,  (landing  in  a  care^ 
lefs,  difengaged  pofture,  holding  in  her 
hands  a  reed,  of  which  the  writing  pens 
are  ufually  made. 

On  the  left  of  Surfuttee  is  reprefented 
the  idol  of  Rhaam,  the  protedlor  of  em- 

1  piresf: 
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pireSy  jlatesy  and  property,  already  explained  *• 
—In  the  plate,  he  is  figured  crowned,  en¬ 
circled  with  a  fhake,  and  riding  upon  a 
monkey ;  in  his  left  hand  he  holds  a  bow, 
and  is  reprefeoted  in  the  attitude  of  having 
juft  difcharged  an  arrow  from  it.  To  under¬ 
stand  this  reprefentation,  a  {hort  hiftorical 
recital  becomes  neceflary.* — Rhaaboon  -f-,  the 
fubvertor  of  empires,  ftates  and  property ,  is 
ever  contrafted  with  Rhaam  in  the  courfe  of 
the  Aughtorrah  Bhade  Shajiah — This  prime 
agent  of  Moifafoor  is  fabled  to  have  run 
away  with  Sithee  the  wife  of  Rhaam ; 
and  for  the  recovery  of  her,  that  book  ex- 
hibits  a  long  detail  of  furious  battles  fought 
between  Rhaam  and  Rhaaboon  with  various 
fuccefs ,  myftically  painting  the  contentions 
that  ever  have  fubfifted  in  the  world  touch¬ 
ing  empires  and  property ,  in  general.  Under 
thefe  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Indojian  and  it’s 
Rajahs  is  obfcurely  couched. — In  one  of 
the  moft  bloody  of  thefe  battles,  Rhaam 
being  fore  prefled,  was  obliged  to  caii  in  as 
an  auxiliary,  Hoonmhon  Prince  of  the  mon¬ 
keys  ,  by  whofe  a  (lift  a  nee  he  routed  Rhaaboon 
and  recovered  his  wife — Sithee ;  implying 
only,  that  lawlefs  force ,  miift  be  fometimes 

*  Vide  explanation  of  the  Tirtah  jogue ,  or  fecond 
age,  chap.  4. 

f  Lawlefs  violence ,  J  Literally,  property. 

1,  combated 


1 
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combated  with  craft,  policy,  and  ftr^tagem, 
of  which  the  monkey  throughout  Indojfan  is 
the  known  emblem.— The  la  ft  mentioned 
battle  is  represented  in  the  plate  number  5, 
where  Rhaam  appears  ingaged  with  Rbaa - 
boGUy  and  the  attitude  of  Rhaam  fin  the 
plate  of  the  Drugah)  as  having  difcharged 
the  fatal  arrows  from  the  back  of  the  mon¬ 
key,  alludes  to  that  battle :  in  the  plate 
N°  5,  Rhaam  is  fupported  by  his  bro¬ 
ther  Lukkon y  or  fortitude  9  each  encircled 
with  fnakes ;  and  Rhaakoon  (as  he  generally 
is)  is  reprefented  with  ten  arms,  and  as 
many  heads  of  monfters,  which  intimate 
the  force  of  lawlefs  tyranny  and  power.—— 
Although  the  emblematic  fenfe  of  the  mon¬ 
key  is  fo  obvious,  yet  the  crafty  Bramins 
have  eftablifhed  a  belief  that  Rhaam  trans¬ 
formed  himfelf  into,  and  is  always  prefect 
under  that  form  ;  the  people  fwal  lowed  the 
delufion  in  a  literal  fenfe,  'and  it  is  upon  this 
principle,  that  numerous  colleges  of  Bramins 
are  fupported  by  the  people  for  the  main- 
tainance  of  thole  animals,  near  the  groves 
where  they  ufually  refort  3  one  of  them  is 
at  Amboah  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cubic 9 
on  the  Ganges. the  time  of  the  Rhaam 

X  O 

jattra  the  Bramins  exhibit  a  kind  of  thea¬ 
trical  mafque,  wherein  the  many  _  flights, 
and  efcapes  of  Sithee ,  and  the  various  ftra- 
tagems  of  Rhaaboon  to  retain  her,  'and  of 
Part  II.  L  Rhaam 
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Rhaam  to  recover  her,  with  the  final  battle, 
which  gave  him  the  repoflefiion  of  her,  are 
all  thrown  into  aftion,  and  the  dialogue 
taken  from  the  Aughtorrah  Bhade  Shaft  ah . 
We  have  been  frequently  prefent  at  this 
theatrical  exhibition,  and  received  much  plea- 
fare  and  amufementj  one  circumftance  at 
the  conclufion  is  worth  mentioning — when 
Rhaam  had  recovered  his  wife  Sithee ,  he 
refufes  to  cohabit  with  her,  until  fhe  has 
given  feme  fignal  proof,  that  the  had  fufifered 
no  contamination,  or  violation,  during  her 
abode  with  Rhaaboon  ;  on  which  (by  an  in¬ 
genious  piece  of  machinery)  fhe  paffes  thro5 
a  fire,  comes  out  unhurt,  and  then  Rhaam 
with  raptures,  receives  her  to  his  arms. 

Below  the  idol  of  Rhaam  on  the  plate  of 
the  Drugahy  is  that  of  Kartik  %  for  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  this  faft,  fee  number  twenty- 
four.— He  is  reprefented,  armed  at  all  points 
for  war,  and  riding  on  a  peacock ,  the  Gentoa 
fymbol  of  pride  and  oftentation ,  intimating 
that  thofe  qualities  and  vices  of  the  mind 
mu  ft  be  fubdued,  as  being  previoufly  necef- 
fary  to  the  approach  and  admiffion  into  their 
Pagodas ;  he  is  armed  as  a  guardian,  capable 
of  defending  from  violation  the  divinity  with¬ 
in,  wherever  there  is  a  congregation  of  idols, 
in  a  Pagoor  Bharree  his  idol  is  placed 

*  Literally  a  boufe  for  divinities, 

at 
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at  the  door.— A  Gentoo  had  within  our  me¬ 
mory  an  only  fon  dangeroufiy  ill  of  a  fever, 
he  paid  folemn  worfhip,  vows  and  offerings, 
for  his  recovery,  not  only  to  the  goddefs  of 
fevers^  but  to  all  the  other  Gods,  and  God- 
deffes  befides — -His  fon  died — the  father, 
frantic  with  grief  and  defpair,  fallied  out 
before  day,  broke  open  a  fagoor  Bharree 
in  a  buzaar  fouth  of  the  town  of  Calcutta , 
where  Kartik  being  off  his  guard  and  mingled 
with  the  other  divinities— he  cut  all  their 
heads  off;  his  intention  was  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  round  the  town  (as  he  confeffed  on 
examination)  and  to  have  decollated  every 
God  in  all  the  fagoor  bharries  of  the  place, 
but  the  fecond  he  came  to,  Kartik  was 
upon  his  guard  at  the  door,  and  prefenting 
his  dart  at  him,  brought  him  to  his  fenfes, 
and  providentially  faved  the  reft  of  his  bro¬ 
ther  divinities. 

Below  the  figures  of  Lukee  and  Surfuttee 
ftand  the  reprefen  tation  of  two  divine  nymphs, 
Nundee  joy,  and  Br ingee  fports ;  they  are 
both  encircled  by  [nukes,  implying,  that 
joy  and  fports  at  all  their  feftivals,  flhould 
be  circumfcribed  by  prudence  and  wijdom . 

On  the  right  between  Sieb  and  Gbunms, 
is  reprefented  a  boat,  in  which  Nundee  and 
Brings e  are  carrying  Drugab  to  her  huf- 

L  2  band 
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band  Sieb,  after  fhe  had  been  caft  into  the 
Ganges-. ;  and  in  the  copartment  oppofite  be¬ 
tween  the  figures  of  Rhaam  and  Kartlk, 
are  reprefented  two  nymphs  in  a  kind  of 
threatning  pofture,  advifing  him  to  take 
better  care  of  his  wife  another  time,  and 
keep  her  at  home. 

In  the  centre  of  the  arch  is  reprefented 
a Surfuttee  and  four  female  attendants,  one 
prefenting  to  her  the  palmira  leaf,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  paper,  another  a  piece  of  wax,  the 
third  an  ink  (land,  the  fourth  a  pen,  the 
ufe  of  which  are  all  interdi&ed  on  her  fef- 

tival,  and  made  an  offering  to  hen- - The 

two  end  c  opart  meets  Kallee  and  Drug  ah , 
each  engaged  with  two  giants  tyrants  of  the 
earth. — The  other  divifion  of  the  arch,  al¬ 
lude  to  different  paffages  of  the  Aughtorrah 
Shade ,  which  have  efcaped  our  memory. 

End  of  the  Explanation  of  plate  N°  2, 

As  we  refer ve  the  eighth  chapter  or  gene¬ 
ra!  head,  namely,  45  the  diiTertation  on  the 
metempfychofisfo  for  a  third  and  loft  part 
of  this  work,  there  remains  nothing  more  to 
clofe  this  chapter,  but  to  add  a  fhort  recital 
of  the  genealogy  of  the  Gentoo  divinities,  on 
which  fubjedt,  as  our  materials  are  few,  we 
{ball  no',  we  fear,  afford  any  great  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  curious,  as  we  are  confined  to 

the 
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the  progeny  of  Birmah  and  Birmanee  only. 
The  fabulous  legend  of  the  Aughtorrah 
Bhade  fays, 

That  God  created  three  females,  or  aflb- 
ciates,  for  the  three  primary  created  Beings. 
To  Birmah  he  gave  Birmaanee ,  to  Bijinoo 
Lukee ,  and  to  Sieb  Bowannee  Drugah. 

That  to  Birmah  and  Bir?nangee  were 
born  two  fans,  the  eldeft  named  Kujjiebmun- 
7ioo ,  the  youngeft  Dookee  Rajah  ;  the  eldeft 
was  governed  by  a  pious  and  laudable  fpirit, 
the  youngeft  by  a  vicious  and  turbulent  one, 

Dookee  Rajah  had  a  daughter  (but  how 
he  came  by  her  the  legend  fayeth  not) 
named  Dithee>  whom,  he  married  to  his 
brother  Kujjiehmunnoo ,  and  (he  brought  him 
a  fon,  whom  he  called  Endeer;  he  and 
his  defcendants,  after  the  example  of  their 
father  KuJJiebmunnoo ,  were  truely  virtuous, 
and  obfervant  of  the  laws  of  God,  com- 
municated  to  them  by  Birmah  and  Bir¬ 
maanee, 

Dookee  Rajah  had  a  fecond  daughter, 
whom  he  called  Odithee,  who  was  alfo 
married  to  KuJJiebmunnoo ,  and  {he  likewife 
brought  him  a  fon,  who  was  named  Moi- 
sasoor  ;  he  and  his  defcendants,  after  the 
example  of  their  grandfather  Dookee  Rajah, 

flighting 
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flighting  the  precepts  of  Birmab  and  Bir? 
maanee ,  became  abandoned  to  every  vice, 
and  contemners  of  the  laws  of  God. 

AH  the  benefit  that  accrues  from  the 
foregoing  fhort  recital  of  the  progeny  of 
Birmab  and  Birmaanee ,  is,  that  thus  we 
find  in  Endeer ,  and  Moifafoor ,  the  roots 
from  whence  the  dodtrine  of  two  contending 
principles  in  nature.  Good  and  Evil ,  fprung  j 
that  this  was  the  ground- work  of  all  the 
doctrines  of  the  Bramins ,  after  they  had 
loft  fight  of  the  fimple  and  fublime  theology 
of  the  Chart  ah  Bhade  of  Bramah ,  is  beyond 
all  controverfy ;  as  the  whole  tendency  of 
the  two  later  Shades ,  exemplify  the  natural 
hiftory  of  thofe  two  contending  principles 
-in  the  human  mind,  and  the  concomitant 
effedts,  they  will  have  on  it,  and  on  the 
government  of  the  world,  as  they  alternately 
happen  to  prefide  —  Hence  the  unceafing 
ftruggles  and  conflidts  for  fuperiority  between 
Endeer  and  Moifafoor  and  their  adherents, 
which  fay  the  Bramins  fubfift  to  this  day  ; 
fo  well  founded,  was  the  conjedlure  of  the 
learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Bayle,  touching 
the  great  antiquity  of  the  origin  of  the  Ma- 
nechean  dodtrine— -nor  is  it  at  all  improbable* 
that  arch  heretic  Manes  might  have  re¬ 
ceived  fame  notions  of  this  doctrine  from 
the  tenets  of  the  Bramins 5  which  he  per- 
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verted  to  the  word  and  mod  dangerous 
purpofes  and  opinions  : — -on  the  contrary  the 
iimplicity,  with  which  the  doCtrine  is  pro- 
feffed  by  the  Gentoos ,  has  in  it’s  felf  (but 
other  wife  in  it’s  confequences)  no  fuch  ma- 
nifed  tendency  5  although  by  their  adherence 
to  it,  they  feem  utterly  to  forget  the  confi- 
deration  of  their  original  exigence  and  de¬ 
linquency,  and  the  merciful  caufe  of  their 
edablifhment,  in  the  eight  Baboons  of  pu- 
nifhment  and  probation*  as  well  as  the  laws 
and  injunctions  of  their  prophet  Bramah, 
who  obvioufly  reds  the  Federation  and  fal- 
vation  of  the  offending  Debtah,  upon  two 
limple  and  plain  conditions,  a  Jincere  pmitent 
imprejjion  of  their  original  delinquency  ;  and  an 
atonement  by  good  works ,  according  to  the  powers 
of  exertion,  which  God  annexed  to  than  animal 
forms.' — -But  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  they  fhould  thus  lofe  fight  of  their 
original  jin  and  defection,  as  well  as  the 
means  laid  down  for  their  fal nation  ;  when 
the  very  fpirit  of  the  fads  and  fddivals,  and 
whole  conduCi  of  the  drama  of  the  Chat  ah , 
and  Aughtorrah  Shades ,  are  relative  only  to 
the  averting  the  evils  of  their  prefent  ex- 
idence,  without  the  dualled  retrofpeCt  to 
their  fird  tranfgreflion,  or  the  means  of 
atoning  for  it.— This  is  the  dtuation  of  the 
bulk  of  the  people  of  Indoflan ,  as  well  as 
of  the  modern  Bramins-  \  amoogd  the  latter, 
5  if 
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if  we  except  one  in  a  thoufand,  we  give 
them  over  meafare  ;  the  confequence  from 
thefe  premifes  are  obvious— the  Gentoos  in 
general,  are  as  degenerate,  crafty,  fup.erfti- 
tious,  litigious  and  wicked  a  people,  as  any 
race  of  beings  in  the  known  world,  if  not 
eminently  more  fo,  efpecially  the  common  run 
of  the  Bramins  ;  and  we  can  truely  aver,  that 
during  almoft  five  years,  that  we  prefided  in 
the  judicial  cutcherry  court  of  Calcutta,  never 
any  murder,  or  other  atrocious  crime,  came 
before  us,  but  it  was  proved  in  the  end,  a 
Brawn  was  at  the  bottom  of  it :  but  then, 
the  remnant  of  Bramins  (whom  we  have 
before  excepted)  who  feclude  themfelves 
from  the  communications  of  the  bufy  world, 
in  a  phiiofophic,  and  religious  retirement,  and 
ftridlly  purine  the  tenets  and  true  fpirit  of 
the  Chartah  Shade  of  Bramah,  we  may  with 
equal  truth  and  juftice  pronounce,  are  the 
fur  eft  models  oft  genuine  piety  that  now  ex  if , 
or  can  he  found  on  the  face  of  the  earth.— — 
And  now,  my  friends,  and  mo  ft  refpedable 
readers,  we  will,  with  your  permifiion* 
adopt  one  cuftom  of  the  Gentoos ,  and  make 
an  offering,  for  feme  time  at  leaft,  of  our 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  to  the  goddefs  Sur~ 

SUTTEE. 

cThe  End  of  the  Second  Bart , 

Beenham  Houfe,  Berks, 
the  1  ft  of  Aug.  17669 
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